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TO THE MOST NOBLE 

HENRY ARTHUR HERBERT 

EARL of POWIS, 

VISCOUNT LUDLOW, 

LORD HERBERT of CHIRBURY, 

BARON POWIS and LUDLOW, 

AND 

Treasurer of His MAJESTY'S Houshold. 

My Lord, 

PERMIT me to offer to your Lordfliip in 
this more durable manner the very valuable 
prefent I received from your hands. To your 
Lordfhip your great Anceftor owes his revival ; 
and fuffer me, my Lord, to tell the world what 
does you fo much honour, you have given him 
and me leave to fpeak truth; an indulgence 
which I am forry to fay few Defcendents of heroes 
have m^nds noble enough to allow, 

A 2 Hitherto 



DEDICATION. 

Hitherto Lord Herbert has been little known 
but as an Author. I much miftake, if hereafter 
he is not confidered as one of the moft extraordi- 
nary characters which this country has produced. 
Men of the proudeft blood fhall not blufh to dif- 
tinguifli themfelves in letters as well as arms, when 
they learn what excellence Lord Herbert attained 
in both. Your Lordfhip's lineage at leaft will 
have a pattern before their eyes to excite their 
emulation : and while they admire the piety with 
which you have done juftice to your common 
Anceftor, they cannot be forgetful 1 of the obli- 
gation they will have to your Lordfhip's memory 
for tranfmitting to them this record of his glory. 

/ have the honour to bcy 
My Lord, 
Tour Lordship's 
mofi obedient 
and moji obliged Servant ^ 
Horace Walpole. 



ADVERTISEMENT. 



SOME years ago the following pages wou*d have been reckoned 
one of the greateft prefents which the learned World cou'd 
have received. The I^ife of the famous Lord Herbert of Chir- 
bury, written by himfelf, wou'd have excited the curiofity of the 
whole Republic of Letters. Perhaps a lefs proportion of expec- 
tation nnay attend this it's late appearance. Not that the abilities 
of the Noble Writer have fallen into difefteem. His reign of 
Henry VI IL is allowed to be a mafterpiece of hiftoric biography* 
But they were his fpeculative works, which, raifing a nmultitude 
of admirers or cenfors from their acutenefs and fingularity, made 
I^rd Herbert's a name of the firft importance. The many great 
men, who illuftrated the fucceeding period, have taken off fomc 
of the public attention ; for it is only a Genius of the firft force, 
whofe fame dilates with ages, and can buoy itfelf up above the 
indifference which fteals upon mankind, as an author becomes lefs 
and lefs the fubjeft of converfation. Speculative Writers, however 
penetrating, however fublime their talents, feldom attain the feal 
of univerfal approbation, becaufe, of all the various abilities which 
Providence has beftowed on man, Reafoning is not the power 
which has been brought to ftandard perfeftion. Poetry and Elo* 
quence have been fo far perfefted, that the great matters in thofe 
branches ftiU remain unequalled. But where is that book qf human 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

argumentation, where that lyftem of human opinions, which has 
not been partly confuted or exploded ? Novelty idclf in matters 
of metaphyseal inquiry often proves, in cSk&, a confiitation of 
antecedent novelties. Opponents raife the cdcbrity of the doc- 
trines they attack : newer dodrines ftifle that celebrity. This is a 
truth, which the bigots of Lord Herbert's age wou*d not have liked 
to hear ; but what has happened u> many other great men, has been 
bis fate too : they who meaned to wound his fame^ extended it : 
when the crv of EntbuHafb was drawn off to frefher game, his 
imown grew faincer. His moral charader recovered it's luftre, 
but has fewer fpe&ators to gaze at it. 

This Introdudion to his Life may not be improper, tho' at firft 
itn\3y miflead the reader, who will hence perhaps exped fix>mhis 
own pen (bme accouut of a Perfon's creed, whom a few ibttifh zealots 
once reprefented as having none at all. His Lordfhip's thorough 
belief and awfuU veneration of the Deity will clearly appear in thefc 
pages ; but neither the Unbeliever nor the Monk will have farther 
lads&£tion. This Life of a Philofopher is neither a deduction of 
hii opinions nor a table of philofbphy«-I will anticipate the read- 
er's furprizc, tho' it fhall be but in a word : to his aftonifliment he 
will find> that the Hiftory of Don Quixote was the Life of Plato. 

The nobl6 Family, which gives thefe iheets to the world, is above 
the little prejudices which make many a race defi^aud the Public of 
what was defigned for it by thofe, who alone had a right to give or 
wicShold: It is above fuppreffing what Lord Herbert dared to tell. 
£oibles,))ai&on5, perhaps fome vanity, furely fome wrongheadcdnels j 
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theTe he (corned to conceal, for he Sought Truth, wrote on Truth, 
was Truth : He honefliy told when he had mifled or miftaken it. 
His Defcendants, not blind to his faults, but thro* them conducing 
the reader to hb virtues, defire the world to make this candid obier- 
yation with them, ^^ That there muft have been a wonderfuU fund of 
internal virtue, of ftrong refolution and manly philoibphy, which in 
an age of fuch miftaken and barbarous galandy, of iiich abfurdufages 
and falfe glorf, cou'd enable Lord Herbert to feek fame better found- 
ed, and cou*d make him reflefb that there might be a more defirabie 
kind of glory than that of a romantic duellift." None (hut their eyes 
fo obftinatcly againft feeing what is ridiculous, as they who have at- 
tained a maftery in it: but that was not the cafe of Lord Herbert. 
His vabur made him a hero, be the heroifm in vogue what it wou'd ; 
his. found parts made him a philofopher. Few men in truth have 
figured fo confpicuoufly in lights fo various ; and his Defoendants, 
tho* they cannot approve him in every walk crfgtory, wou'd p^haps 
injure his memory, if they fuffered the world to be ign(Hant, that 
he was formed to fhine in every fj^iere, into which his impetuous 
ttmperament, or predominant reafon conduced him. 

As a SoWier he won theeftecm of thofe great captains the Princeof 
Orange and the Conftable de Montmorency ; as a Knight, his chivalry 
was drawn from the pureft founts of the Fairy Queen. Had he been 
ambitious, the beauty of his perfon wou'd have carried him as fin* aai 
any gentle knight can afpire to go. As a publick Minifter he fup* 
ported the dignity of his country, even when it's Prince difgraccd it| 
and that he was qualified to write it*s annals as well as to ennoble 
then>| thehiftory I have mentioned proves, and muft make us kment 

that 
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Herbert a younger brother of the author-lord) in relation to a 
duplicate of the Memoirs, which was confidently faid to be in 
their cuftody. It was allowed that fuch a duplicate had exirtcd ; 
but no one could recoUcft what was become of it. At laft, 
about the year 1737, this book was fent to the Earl of Powis 
by a Gentleman, whofe father had purchafed an Eftate of Henry 
Herbert of Ribbisford (fon of Sir Henry Herbert above men- 
tioned) in whom was revived in 1694, the title ofChirbuiy, 
which had extinguifhed in 1691. By him (after the fale of the 
Eftate) fome few books, pictures and other things, were left in 
the houfe, and remained there to 1737. This Manufcript was 
amongft them; which not only by the contents (as far as it 
was poflible to collate it with the oiiginal) but by the fimili- 
tude of the Writing, appeared to be die Duplicate, fo much 
fought after. 

Being written when Lord Herbert was paft fixty, the Work 
was probably never compleated. The fpelling is in general given 
^s in the MS. but fome obvious miftakesr it was neceffary to 
correft, and a few Notes have been added, to point out the moft 
remarkable perfons mentioned in the text. The ftyle is remark- 
ably good for that age, which coming between the nervous 
and expreflive manlinefs of the preceding century, and the pu- 
rity of the prefent ftandard, partook of neither^ His Lordfhip's 
obfervations are new and acute ; fome very (hrcwd, as that to 
the Due de Guife, p. 149 ; his difcourfe on the Reformation very 
wife. To the French confeffor his reply, p. 170, wasfpirited; 
indeed his behaviour to Luynes and all his conduft, gave am- 
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pic evidence of his conftitutional fire. But nothing is more 
marked than the ah* of veracity or perfuafion which runs through 
the whole Narrative. If he makes us wonder, and wonder makes 
us doubt, the charm of his ingenuous integrity dilpels our hefi- 
tadon. The whole relation throws Angular light on the manners. 
of the age, though the gleams are tranfient. In thofe man- 
ners nothing is more ftriking than the ftrange want of police 
in this country. I will not point out inftances, as I have al- 
ready perhaps too much opened the contents of a book, whicb 
if it gives other readers half die plcafure it afforded me, they^ 
will own themfelves extraordinarily indebted to the noble perfon,. 
by whofe favour I am permitted to communicate to them fo great 
a curiofity. 
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ID O believe that if all my anCeftors had fet down their lives 
in writing, ,and left them to pofterity, many documents ne- 
ceflary to be known of thofe who both participate of their 
natural inclinations and humours muft in all probability run a 
not much different courfe, might have been given for their in- 
ftrudtion ; and certainly it will be found much better for men to 
gijide AemfplvcB by fuch obfervations as their father, grandfa* 
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ther, and great grand-father might have delivered to them, than- 
by thofe vulgar rules and examples, which cannot in all points 
fo exadtly agree unto them. Therefore whether their life were 
private, and contained only precepts neceflary to treat with their 
children, fervants, tenants,, kinfmen, and neighbours, or imployed 
abroad hi the univerfity, or ftudy of the law, or in- the court, 
or in the camp, their heirs might have benefitted themfelves more 
by them than by any elfe ; for which reafon I have thought fit 
to relate to my pofterity thofe paflages of my life, which I con- 
ceive may beft declare me, and be moft ufefuU to them. In the 
delivery of which, I profefs to write with all truth and fince- 
rity, as fcorning ever to deceive or fpeak falfe to any: And 
therefore detefting it much more where I am under obligation 
offpeakingto thofe fo near me, and if this be one reafon for 
taking my pen in hand at this time, fo as my age is now pafl: 
threefcore, it will be fit to recoiled my former aftions, and ex- 
amine what had been done well or ill, to the intent I may both 
reform that which was amifs, and fo make my peace with God,^ 
as alfo comfort my felf in thofe things which through God's, 
great grace and favour have been done according to the rules 
of confcience, vertue and honor. Before yet I bring myfclf 
to this accompt, it will be neceffary I fay fomewhat concerning 
my Anceftors, as far as the notice of them is come to me in 
any credible way, of whom yet I cannot fay much, fihce I was 
but eight years old when my grand-father died, and that my 
father lived but about four years after ; and that for the reft I 
have lived for the moft part from home, it is impoflible I fhould 
have that intire knowledge of their aftions which might inform 

me 



EDWARD LORD HERBERT. 3 

me fufficicntly ; I fhall only therefore relate the more known and 
undoubted parts of their lives*. 

My father was Richard Herbert Efq. fon to Edward Her- 
bert Efq. and grandchild to Sir Richard Herbert Knt. who was 
a younger fon of Sir Richard Herbert of Colebrook in Mon- 
mouthlhire, of all whom I Ihall fay a little ; And firft of my 
father, whom I remember to have been black haired and. -bearded, 
as all my anceftors of his fide are faid to have been, of' a manly 
or fomewhat ftern look, but withall very handfom^ and well 
compaft in his limbs, and of a great courage, whereof he gave 
proof, when he was fo barbaroufly aflaulted by many men in the 
church yard at Lanervil, at what time he would have appre- 
hended a man who denyed to appear to juftice ; for defending 
himfelf againft them all, by the help only of one John ap Howell 
Corbet, he chaced his adverfaries untill a villain coming behind 
him did over the fhoulders of others wound him on the head 
behind with a foreft bill untill he fell down, tho recovering him-- 
felf again notwithftanding his fkuU was cutt through to the Pia 
Mater of the brain, he faw his adverfaries fly away, and after 
walked home to his houfe at Llyflyn, wliere after he was cured,, 

• Though his lordfliip, according to his fcrupulous exa<Stnefs, would 
fet down nothing relating to his anceftors but what was of undoubted 
notoriety, yet it is probable that he had fomc memorials of his family in 
writing ; for Dugdale in his Baronage, vol. ii. p. 256, edit, of 1676,. 
quotes a curious paflage relating to the family's afllimption of the name of 
Herbert from a manufcript book, which he had feea in the hands of our 
author, lord Herberts 
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he oflfered a finglc combat to the chief of the family, by whofc 
procurement it was thought the mifchief was committed ; but he 
difclaiming wholy the aftion as not done by his confent, which 
he offered to teftifie by oath, and the villain himfclf flying into 
Ireland, whence he never returned, my fether defifted from pro- 
fccuting the bufinefe any farther in that kind, and attained, not- 
withftanding the faid hurt, that health and ftrength, that he 
returned to his former exercifcs in a country life, and became 
the fether of many children. As for his integrity in his places 
of Deputy lieutenant of the county, Jufticc of the Peace, and 
■Cuftos Rotulorum which he as my grandfather before him held, 
it is fo memorable to this day that it was fayd bis enemies 
appealed to him for jufUce, which they alfo found on all occa- 
fions. His learning was not vulgar, as underftanding well the 
Latin Tongue, and being well verfcd in hiftory. My grandfa- 
ther was of a various life beginning firft at court, where after 
he had fpent moft part of his means, he became a foldier, and 
made his fortune with his fword at the batde of St, Quintens in 
France, and other wars, both in the north and in the rebellions 
hapning in the times of King Edward the 6'''* and Queen Mary, 
with fo good fuccefs, that he not only came off ftill with the 
better, but got fo much money and wealth as enabled him to 
buy the greatcft part of that livelyhood which is defcended to 
me i tho yet I hold fome lands which his mother the Lady Ann 
Herbert purchafed, as appears by the deeds made to her by that 
name which I can fhew ; and might have held more, which my 
grandfather fold under foot at an under value in his youth, and 
j[night have been recovered by my father, had my grandfather 
7 iuffercd 
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differed him. My grandfather was noted to be a great enemy 
to the outlaws and thieves of his time, who robbed in great 
numbers in the mountains in Montgomeryfliire, for the fuppreff- 
ing of whom he went often both day and night to the places 
where they were, concerning which tbo many particulars have 
been told me, I (hall mention one only. Some outlaws being 
lodged in an alehoufe upon the hills of Uandinam, my grand- 
fether and a few fervants coming to apprehend them, the prin- 
cipal oudaw fhot an arrow againfl my grandfather which fhick 
in the pummel of his faddle, whereupon my grandfather coming 
vp to him with his fword in his hand, and taking him pri- 
foner, he (hewed him the faid arrow, bidding him look what he 
had done, whereof the oudaw was no farther fenftble than to fay 
he was forry that he left his better bow at home, which he 
conceived would have carryed his (hot to his body, but the out- 
kw being brought to juftice, fuffcr'd for it. My grandfather's 
power was fo great in the countrey, that divers anceftors of the 
better families now in Montgomery(hire were his fervants, and 
rais'd by him^ He delighted alfo much in hofpitality, as having 
a very long table twice covered every meal with the beft meats 
that could be gotten, and a very great femily. It was an ordi- 
nary faying in the countrey at that rime, when they faw any 
fowl rife, "Fly where thou wilt thou wilt light at Black-hall,'' which 
was a low building, but of great capacity, my grandfithcr eredt- 
ed in his age -, bis father and himfelf in former rimes having 
lived in Montgomery caftle. Notwithftanding yet the(e expences 
at home, he brought up his children well, married his daughters 
to the better fore of perfons near him, and bringing up his younger 
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fens at the univcrfity ; from whence his fon Mathew went to rfic 
Low Country Wars, and after feme time fpent there, came home, 
and lived in the countrey at Dolegeog upon a houfe and fair 
living, which my grandfather beftowed upon him. His fon alfb 
Charles Herbert after he had paft fome time in the Low Coun- 
treys likewife returned home, and was after married to an in- 
heretrix, whofe eldeft fon called Sir Edward Herbert Knt. is the 
King's Attorney General. His fon George who was of New 
CoUcdge in Oxford, was very learned, and of a pious life, died 
in a middle age of a dropfy. Nocwithftanding all which occa- 
lions of expence* my grandfather purchafed much lands without 
doing any thing yet unjuftly or hardly, as may be coUe&ed by 
an offer I havepublickly made divers times, having given my 
bailiffe in charge to proclaim to the countrey, that if any lands 
were gotten by evill means, or fo much as hardly, they fhould 
be compounded for or reftored again; but to this day, never 
any man yet complained to me in this kind. He died at the 
age of fourfcore or thereabouts, and was buried in Montgomery 
church, without having any monument made for him, which yet 
for my father is there fet up in a fair manner. My great grand- 
father Sir Richard Herbert was fteward in the time of King 
Henry the eighth of the lordlhips and marches of North-wales, 
Eaft-walcs and Cardeganfliire, and had power in a marfhal law 
to execute offenders ; in the ufing thereof he was fo juft, that 
he acquired to himfelf a fingular reputation, as may appear upon 
the records of that rime, kept in the paper chamber at White- 
hall, fome touch whereof I have made in my Hiftory of Henry 
the eighth 5 of him I can fay little more than that he likewile 
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was a great fuppreflbr of rebells, thieves, and outlaws, and that 
he was juft and confcionable ; for if a falfe or cruel perfon had 
that power committed to his hands, he would have raifed a 
great fortune out of it, whereof he left little, fave what his father 
gave him, unto pofterity. He lyeth buried likewife in Mont- 
gomery ; the upper monument of the two placed in the chan- 
cell being eredled for him. My great great-grandfather Sir 
Richard Herbert of Colcbrook was that incomparable heroe who 
(in the hiftory of Hall and Grafton as it appears) twice paft 
through a great army of Northern men alone, with his poll-ax 
in his hand, and returned without any mortal hurt, which is 
more than is femed of Amadis de Gall, or the Knight of the 
Sun. I fhall befides this relation of Sir Richard Herbert's 
prowefs in the battle at Banbury or Edgcot-hill, being the place 
where the late battle was fought, deliver fome traditions concern- 
ing him, which I have received from good hands : one is, that 
the faid Sir Richard Herbert being emjfloyed together with his 
brother William Earle of Pembrook to reduce certain * rebells 
in North-wales, Sir Richard Herbert befeiged a principal perfon 

♦ It was an Infurrcftion in the ninth year of Edw. 4th. headed by Sir 
John Coniers and Robert RiddefJale, in favour of Henry 6th. This 
William Earl of Pembroke and his brother Sir Richard Herbert being fent 
againft them, were to be joined by the Earl of Devonfliire, but a fquabblc . 
happening between the two Earls about quarters, the Earl of Devonfliire 
feparated from Pembroke, who engaging the enemy at Dancfmoore near 
Edgcote in Northamptonfliire, was defeated and taken prifoner, with his bro- 
ther, and both were put to death, with Richard Widville Earl Rivers, father 
of the Queen, by command of the Duke of Clarence and the Earl of War- 
wick, who had revolted from Edward. 
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of them at Harlech-caflJc in Mcrionethihire, the captain of this 
place had been a foldier in the wars of France, whereupon he 
laid he had kept a caftle in France fo long, that he made the 
old women in Wales talk of him, and that he would keep the 
caftle fo long that he wouM make the old women in France talk 
of him ; and indeed as the place was almoft impregnable but by- 
famine, Sir Richard Herbert was conftrained to take him in by 
compofition, he furrend'ring himfelf upon condition, that Sir 
Richard Herbert fliou'd do what he cou'd to favc his life, which 
being accepted, Sir Richard brought him to King Edward the 
4th. defiring his Highnefe to give him a pardon, fince he yielded 
up a place of importance, which he might have kept longer> 
upon this hope j but the king replying to Sir Richard Herbert, 
that he had no power by his commiffion to pardon any, and 
therefore might after the reprefentation hereof to his Majefty, 
fafe deliver him up to juftice ; Sir Richard Herbert anfwcred he 
had not yet done the beft he cou'd for him, and therefore moft 
humbly defircd his Highnefs to do one of two things, either to 
put him again in the caftle where he was, and command fome 
other to take him out, or> if his Highnefs wou'd not do fo, to 
take his life for the faid captain's, that being the laft proof he 
cou'd give that he ufed his uttermoft endeavour to fave the faid 
captain's life. The King finding himfelf urged thus far, gave 
Sir Richard Herbert the life of the (aid captain> but withall he 
beftowed no other reward for his fervice. The other hiftory is 
that Sir Richard Herbert together with his brother the Earle df 
Fembrook being in Anglefy apprehending there feven brothers 
which had done many mifchiefs and murders 5 in thefe times. 

the 
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the Earlc of Pcmbrook thinking it fit to root out fo wicke^ 
« progeny commanded them all to be hanged j whereupon the 
mother of them coming to the Earle of Pembrook, upon her 
knees defired him to pardon two or at leaftwife one of her faid 
ions, affirming that the reft were fufficient to fatibfie juftice or 
example, which requeft alfo Sir Richard Herbert fccondcd j but 
the Earle finding them all equally guilty, faid he cou'd make 
no diftinftion betwixt them, and therefore commanded them to 
be executed together ; at which the mother was fo aggrieved, 
that with a pair of woollen beads on her arms (for fo the re- 
lation goeth) (he on her knees curft him, praying God's mif- 
chief might fell to him in the firft battle he fhould make : The 
Earle after this, coming with his brother to Edgcot fiekl as is 
before fct down, after he had put his men in order to fight, 
found his brother Sir Richard Herbert in the head of his men, 
leaning upon his poU-ax in a kind of fad or penfive manner, 
whereupon the Earle faid, what doth thy great body (for he 
was higher by the head than any one in the army) apprehend 
any thing that thou art fo melancholy, or art thou weary with 
marching, that thou doeft lean thus upon thy poll -ax ? Sir Ri- 
chard Herbert replyed, that he was neither of both, whereof he 
fliould fee the proof prefently : Only I cannot but apprehend on 
your part, leaft the curfe of the woman with the woollen beads 
fall upon you. This Sir Richard Herbert lyeth buried in Aber- 
gaveny in a fumptuous monument for thofe times, which ftill 
remains, whereas his brother the Earle of Pembrook being buried 
in Tintirne abby, his monument together with die church lye 
now wholy defaced and ruin'd. This Earle of Pembrook had a 
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younger fon which had a daughter which married die eldeft fon 
of the Earle of Worcefter, who carried away the fair caftlc of 
Ragland with many thoufand pounds yearly from the heir male 
of that houfc, which was the fecond fon of the faid Earle of 
Pembrook, and anceftor of the family of St. Gillians, whofe 
daughter and heir I after married, as (hall be told in its place^ 
And here it is very remarkable, that the younger fons of the 
faid Earle of Pembrook, and Sir R. Herbert left their pofterity 
after them who in the perfon of my felf and my wife united 
both houfes again, which is the more memorable that when the 
faid Earle of Pembrook, and Sir R. Herbert were taken pri- 
foners in defending the juft caufe of Edward the fourth, at the 
batde abovefaid, the Earle never intreated that his own life might 
be faved, but his brother's, as it appears by the faid hiftory* 
So that joyning of both houfes together in my pofterity, ought 
to produce a perpetual obligatioa of friendlhip and mutual love 
in them one to another, fincc by thefe two brothers, fo brave aa 
example thereof was given, as feeraing aot to live or die but for 
one another. 

My mother Was Magdalen Newport daughter of Sir Ri- 
chard Newport and Margaret his wife, daughter and heir 
of Sir Thomas Bromley, one of the Privy Councell, and 
executor of King Henry the 8 th. who furviving her hufband 
gave rare tcftimonies of an incomparable piety to God, and love 
to her children, as being moft afliduous and devout in her daily 
both private and publick prayers, and fo careful to provide for 
bcr pofterity, that tho it were in her power to give her eftate 

(^which 
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(which was very great) to whom flic wou'd, yet flie continued 
ftill unmarried and fo provident for them, that after flic had 
beftowed all her daughters with fufficicnt portions upon very 
good neighbouring families, flie deliver'd up her eftate and care 
of houfekeeping to her eldeft fon Francis, when now flie had 
for many years kept hofpitality with that plenty and order as 
exceeded all either of her countrey or time, for befides abun- 
dance of provifion and good cheer for guefts, which her fon 
Sir Francis Newport continued, flie ufed ever after dinner to dif- 
tribute with her own hands to the poor, who reforted to her 
in great numbers, alms in money, to every one of them more 
or lefs, as flie thought they needed it. By thefe ancefliors I am 
defcended of Talbot, Devoreux, Gray, Corbet, and many other 
noble families, as may be feen in their matches, extant in the 
many fair coats the Newports bear. I cou'd fay much more of 
my anceftors of that fide likewife, but that I fliou'd exceed my 
propofed fcope : I fliall therefore only fay fomewhat more of my 
mother, my brothers, and fitters ; and for my mother, after flie 
lived mod vertuoufly and lovingly with her hufl^and for many 
years, flie after his death erefted a fair monument for him in 
Montgomery church -, brought up her children carefully, and put 
them in good courfes for making their fortunes, and briefly was 
that woman Dr. Donne hath defcribed in his funeral fcrmon of 
her printed. The names of her children were, Edward, Richard, 
William, Charles, George, Henry, Thomas; her daughters were, 
Klizabcdi, Margaret, Frances -, of all whom I will fay a little 
before I begin a narration of my own life, fo I may purfue my 
intended purpofc the more yitircly. My brother Richard after 

he 
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through fo often that fhc run herfclf a ground, and was left 
wholjr unfcrviccable. After which time he with the reft of the 
fleet came to Surattc, and from thence went with the merchants 
to the Great Mogull, where after he had ftayed about a twelve- 
month, he rcturn'd with the fame fleet back again to England. 
After this he went in the Navy which King James fent to 
Argicr, under the command of Sir Robert Manfell, where our 
men being in great want of money and victuals, and many 
fliips fcattcring themfelves to try whether they cou'd obtain a 
prize whereby to relieve the whole fleet -, it was his hap to meet 
with a fliip, which he took, and in it to the value of eighteen 
hundred pounds, which it was thought faved the whole fleet from 
pcrifliing : 1 Ic condufted alfo Count Mansfelt to the Low Coun- 
trcys in one of the King's fhips, which being unfortunately cafl: 
away not flir from the ftiore, the Count together with his com- 
pany faved themfelves in a long boat or flialop, the benefit 
whereof my Hiid brother refufed to take for the prefent, as re- 
folving to aflift the maftcr of the fliip, who endeavoured by all 
means to clear the fliip from the danger ; but finding it impof- 
fibk*, he was thclaft man that faved himfelf in the long boat j 
the mafter thereof yet refufing to come away, fo that he pc- 
rilhal together with the fliip. After this, he commanded one of 
the (hips that were fent to bring the Prince from Spain, where upon 
his return, there being a fight between the Low Countrymen, 
and the Dunkcrkers, the Prince who thought it was not for his 
dignity to fuflrr them to fight in his prefence, commanded fomc 
of his lliips to part them, whereupon my laid brother with fomc 
other Ihips got betwixt them on cither fide, and fliot fo lon& 

that 
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that -both parties were glad to dcfift. After he had brought the 
Prince fafely home, he was appointed to go with one of the 
King's fhips to the Narrow Seas: He alfo fought divers times 
with great courage and fuccefs with divers men in fingle fight, 
fometimes hurting and difarming his adverfary, and fometiines 
driving him away : After all thefc proofs given of himfelf^ he 
expected fome great command, but finding himfelf as he thought 
undervalued, he retired to a private and melancholy life, being 
much difcontented to find others preferred to him ; in which ful- 
lain humour having lived many years, he died and was buried in 
London, in St. Martin's near Charing Crois, fo that of all my 
brothers none furvives but Henry, 

Elizabeth my elded filler was married to Sir Henry Jones of 
Albcmarles, who had by her one fon, and two daughters; the 
latter ehd of her time was the mod fickly and miferable that hath 
been known in our times, while for the fpace of about fourteen 
years fhe languiftied and pined away to fkin and bones, and at 
laft died in London, and lyeth buried in a church called 
near Cheapfide. Margaret was married to John 
Vaughan fon and heir to Owen Vaughan of Llwydiart, by which 
match fome former differences betwixt our houfe and that were 
appeas'd and reconciled; he had by her three daughters and 
heirs, Dorothy, Magdalen, and Katherine, of which the two 
latter only furvive: The eftate of the Vaughans yet went to the, 
heirs male, 'tho not fo clearly but that the entail which carried ■ 
die faid lands was queftioned. Frances my youngeft fifter was 
married to Sir John Brown Kt. in Lincolnfliire, who had by her. 

D divers 
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divers children, the eldefl: fon of whom, 'tho youiig, fought di- 
vers duells, in one of which it was his fortune to kill one Lee, of 
a great family in Lanca(hire. I cou'd fay many things more con- 
cerning all ihefe, but It is not my purpofe to particularize their 
lives : I have related only foine paflages concerning them to the 
beft of my memory, being alfured Lhavc not failed much in my 
relation of them. I fliall now come to my felf. 

I was born at Eyton in Shropfhire, [being a houfe which to- 
gether with fair lands dcfcended upon the Newports by my faid 
grand-mother] between the hours of twelve and one of the clock 
in the morning; my infancy was very fickly, my head conti- 
nually purging it felf very much by the ears, whereupon alfo 
It was fo long before I began to fpeak, that many thought I 
Ihou'd be ever dumb: the very furtheft thing I remember is, 
that when I underftood what was fay'd by others, I did yet 
forbear to fpeak, left I (hou'd utter fomcthing that were im- 
perfedt or impertinent; when I Came ta talk, one of the fur- 
theft inquiries I made was how I came into this world ? I told 
my nurfe, keeper, and others, I found my felf here indeed, but 
from what caufe or beginning, or by what means I cou'd not 
imagine, but for this as I was laughed at by nurfe and fome 
other women that were then prefent, fo I was wondered at by 
others, who faid they never heard a child but my felf a(k that 
queftion ; upon which, when I came to riper years I made this 
obfcrvation, which afterwards a little comforted me, that as I 
found my felf in poflcflion of this life, without knowing any 
thing of the pangs and throws my mother fufFcr'd, when yet 
f doubdcli 
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doubtlels they did no Ids prefs and afflift mc than her, fo I 
hope my foul fliall pafs to a better life than this without being 
fenfiblc of the anguifh and pains my body fliall feel in Death. 
For as I believe then I fliall be tranfmitted to a more happy 
eftate by God's great grace, I am confident I fliall no more 
know, how I came ooit of this world, than how I came inco it ; 
and becaufe fince that time I have made verfes to this purpofe, 
I have thought fit to infcrt them here as a place proper for them j 
The Argument is 



VITA. 



PRIMA fuit quondam gentiali femine Vita 
Procurafle fuas dotes, ubi Plaftica Virtus 
Geftiit, et v^eto molem perfundere fucco, 
Externamqj fuo fbrmam cohibere receflTu, 
Dum confpirantes poflint accedere caufae, 
Et totum tuto licuit proludere fcetum. 

Altera materno tandem fuccrevit in arvo 
Exiles fpumans ubi Ipiritus induit Artus, 
Exertuftj; fimul miro fenforia textu 
Cudit, et hofpitium menti non vile paravit, 
Quas Caelo delapfa fuas mox inde capeflat 
Partes, et fortis tanquam prasfaga futurae 
Corrigat ignavum pondus, nee inutile fiftat, 
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Jure meo cupiam liber, meq; aflcrit inde 

Ipfe Deus (cujus non terris Gratia tantum^ 

Sed Caelis proftat) Quid ni modo Quinta fequatur, 

Et Scxta, et quicquid tandem fpes ipfa requirat ? 



De Vita Caelefti Conje(9:ura^ 



To T O luftratas Genio mihi gratulor ip(i, 
Fati fecurus, dum nee terroribus uUis 
Dejicior, tacitos condo vel corde doloresy 
Sed laetus mediis aerumnis tranfigo vitam,. 
Invitifq; noalis (quae terras undiq^ cingunt) 
Ardenti virtute viam fuper aethera quaerens^ 
Proxima Caeleftis praecepi praemia vitae. 
Ultima praetento, divino nixus amore. 
Quo fimul exuperans creperae ludibria fortis^ 
Barbara vefani linquo confortia Saecli, 
Auras infemas defflans, fpiranfq; fupernas, 
Dum fanftis memet totum fic implico flammis> 
Hifce ut fufFultus penetrem laquearia Caeli, 
Atq; novi late fpeculer magnalia Mundi, 
Et notas animas, proprio jam lumine pulcliras 
Invifam, Superumqj chores, mentefqj bcatas> 

QueiS' 



20 THE LIFE OF 

Quels aveam mifcere igncs, ac vincula facra. 
Acq; vice altema xrznUic in gaudia. Caelum 
Quae dederit cundtis, ipfis aut indita nobis, 
Vel quae communi votx> fancire licebit, 
Ut Deus interea cumulans fua praemia, noftrum 
Augeat inde decus, proprioq; illuftret amore. 
Nee Cadi Cadis dcfint, aetcmavc Vitac 
Saecula, vel Saedis nova gaudia, qualia totum 
JEvum ncc nrinuat, nee terminat Infinitum. 
His major defit nee gratia Numinis alma. 
Quae miris variata modis haee gaudia erefeant, 
Excipiatq; ftatum quemvis faelieior alter j 
Et quae ncc fperare datur fint praeftita nobis. 
Nee, nifi fola eapit quae mens divlna, ftipcrfint; 
Quae lieet ex fcfe fint pcrfe&iffima longe. 
Ex nobis faltem mage condeeorata videntur : 
Cum fegnes animas, eadum quas indit ab ortu, 
Exaeuat tantum labor ae induftria noftra ; 
Ae demum poliat dodtrina, ct moribus ilHs, 
Ut redeant pulehrac, dotem eacloqj reportent : 
Quum fimiil arbitrijs ufi, mala pellimus ilia. 
Quae nee vel pepulit eadum, vd pdkrct olim. 
Ex nobis ita fit jam gloria Numinis ingens, 
Auftior in eaelos quoq; gloria noftra redundat, 
Et quae virtuti fint debita praemia, tandem 
Vel Numen foKto reddunt fadieius ipfum. 
Amplior unde fimul redhibetur Gratia nobis, 
Ut vel pro voto noftro jam fingula eedant. 



Nam 
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Nam fi Kbertas chara. eft, pcir amaena locorum 
Confpicua innumeris CaeKs difcurrere fas eft, 
Dcliciaiqi loci cujufvis carpere pafTim. 
Altior eft animo fi contemplatio fixa, 
CunAa adaperta patent nobis jam firrinia Caeli, 
Arcanafq; Dei rationes noiJe juvabit: 
Hujus fin pepctat qirilquam confcrtia faecli, 
Mox agere in tcrris> ac prociarare Mcebic 
Res heic hunianas, et juftis legibus uti : 
Sin naagc cackfti jam ddeftamur amore, 
Solvimur in fkmmas, quae fc lambuntq; foventq; 
Mutuor & implicit! fan^is ardoribus, una 
Surgimua amplexi, copula jun<Mq5 tenaci, 
Partibus, et toto mifcemur ubiq; viciflkn ; 
Ardoreiqs novos acceadit Numinis ardor. 
Sin laudare Deum lubeat, nos laudat et ip(e, 
Concinit Angelicufq; chorus, modulamine fuavi 
Perfonat et caelum, proftant et publica nobis 
Gaudia, et eduntur paflim fpeftacula laeta ; 
Fitqv theatralis quafi Caeli machina tota. 
Hanc mundi molem fin vis replicaverit ingens 
Numinis, atq; novas formas excu^fcrit inde 
Docibus ornatas alijs, magis atq; capaces; 
Noftras mox etiam formas renovare licebit, 
Et dotes fenfixfiq; alios afllimere, tandem 
Confommata magis quo gaudia noftra refurgant> 
Hasc 6 conjefto mortali corpore fretus 
Corpus ut exuerim. Quid ni majora recludam ? 



And 
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And certainly fince in my mother's womb this Plaftica or 
Formatrix which formed my eyes, ears> and other fenfes, did 
not intend them for that dark and noyfome place, but as being 
confcioiis of a better life, made them as fitting organs to ap- 
prehend and perceive thofe things which fhou'd occur in tliis 
world : fo I believe fince my coming into this world my foul 
hath formed or produced certain faculties which are almofl as 
ufclefs for this life, as the abovenamed fenfes were for the mo- 
ther's womb; and thefe faculties are Hope, Faith, Love, and 
Joy, fmce they never reft or fix upon any tranfitory or perifli- 
ing objeft in this world, as extending themfelves to fomething 
further than can be here given, and indeed acquiefce only in the 
perfeft, eternal, and infinite : I confefs they are of fomc ufe here, 
yet I appeal to every body whether any worldly felicity did fo 
fatisfie their hope here, that they did not wifh and hope for 
fomething more excellent, or whether they had ever tliat faith 
in their own wifdom, or in the help of man, that they were 
not conftrained to have recourfe to fome diviner and fuperior 
power, than they cou'd find on earth, to relieve them in their 
danger or neceflity, whether ever they cou'd place their love on 
any earthly beauty, that it did not fade and wither, if not fi-uf- 
trate or deceive them, or whether ever their joy was fo con- 
fummate in any thing they delighted in, that tliey did not want 
much more than it, or indeed this world can afford to make 
them happy. The proper objefts of thefe faculties therefore 'tho 
framed, or at leaft appearing in this world, is God only, upon 
whom Faith, Hope, and Love were never placed in vain, or 
remain Jong unrequited : but to leave thefe difcourfes and come 

to 
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to my childhood again : I remember this defluftion at my cars 
above-mentioned, continued in that violence, that my friends 
did not think fit to teach me fo much as my Alphabet 'till I was 
feven years old, at which time my defluftion ceafed, and left me 
free of the difeafe my anceftors were fubjeft unto, being the Epi- 
lelpfy : My Schoolmafter in the houfe of my faid lady grand- 
mother began then to teach me the Alphabet, and afterwards 
Grammar, and other books commonly read in fchools, in which 
I profited fo much, that upon this theme Audaces fortuna juvaty 
I made an Oration of a Ihect of paper, and 50 or 60 verfes 
in the fpace of one day. I remember in that time I was cor- 
refted fometimes for going to cuffs with two fchool-fellows being 
both elder than myfelf, but never for telling a lye or any other 
fault, my natural difpofition and inclination being fo contrary 
to all falfhood, that being demanded whether I had committed 
any fault whereof I might be juflly fufpefted, I did ufe ever to 
confefs it freely, and thereupon choofing rather to fufFer cor- 
reftion than to ftain my mind with telling a lye, which I did 
judge then, no time cou'd ever deface i and I can affirm to all 
the world truly, that from my firft infancy to this hour I told 
not willingly any thing that was falfe, my foul naturally having 
an antipathy to lying and deceit. After I had attained the age 
of nine, during all which time I lived in my faid lady grand- 
mother's houfe at Eyton, my parents thought fit to fend me to 
fome place where I might learn the Welch tongue, as believing 
it neceflary to enable me to treat with thofe of my friends and 
tenants who underftood no other language, whereupon I was re- 
commended to Mr. Edward Thellwall of Place-ward in Dengh- 

E byfhire ; 
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bylhire ; this gentleman I muft remember with honor^ as having 
of himfelf acquired the exaft knowledge of Greek, Latin, French, 
Italian, and Spanifli, and all other learning, havbg for that pur- 
pofe neither gone beyond feas, nor fo much as had the benefit 
of any Univerfities : Befides he was of that rare temper in go- 
verning his choler, that I never faw him angry during the time 
Qf my ftay there, and have heard fo much of him for many 
years before j when occafion of offence was given him, I have 
feen him redden in the face, and after remain for a while fi- 
Icnt, but when he fpake, his words were fo calm and gentle> 
that 1 found he had digefted his choler, 'tho yet I confefs I 
cou'd never attain that perfeftion, as being fubjedt ever to cho- 
ler and paflion, more than I ought, and generally to Ipeak my 
mind freely, and indeed rather to imitate thofe who having fire 
within doors, choofe rather to give it vent than fufiFer it to burn 
the houfe. I commend yet much more the manner of Mr. 
Thellwall,. and certainly he that can forbear fpeaking for fome 
while, will remit much of his paffion, but as I cou'd not learn 
much of him in this kind, fo I did as little profit in learning 
the Welch or any other of thofe languages that worthy gentle- 
man undcrftood, as having a Tertian Ague for the moft part of 
nine monrhs,, which was all the time 1 ftaid in his houfe i having 
jpccover'd. my ftrength again, I was fent, being about the age 
of ten, to be taught by one Mr. Newton at Didlebury in Shrop^ 
fbire, where in the fpace of lefs than two. years, I not only re- 
cover'd all I had loft in my ficknefs, but attained to the know- 
ledge of the Greek Tongue and Logick, in fo much that at 
twelve years old my parents thought fit to fend me to Oxford 
i to 
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to Univcrfity Collcdge, where I remember to have difputed at 
my firft coming in Logick, and to have made in Greek the 
exercifcs required in that Colledge, oftner than in Latin. I had 
not been many months in the Univerfity, but news was brought 
me of my father's dearfi, his ficknefs being a Lethargy, Caros, 
or Coma Vigilans^ which continued long upon him j he feemed 
at laft to dye without much p^n 'tho in his fenfes. Upon opi- 
nion given by Phyficians that his difeafe was mortal^ my mo- 
ther thought fit to fend for me home, and prefendy after my 
father's death to defirc her brother Sir Francis Newport to haft 
to London to obtain my wardfliip for his and her ufe joyndy, 
which he obtained. Shortly after I was fcnt again to my ftu- 
dies in Oxford, where I had not been long but that an over- 
ture for a match with the daughter and heir of Sir William 
Herbert of St. Gillians was made, the occafion whereof was this-; 
Sir William Herbert being heir male to the old Earle of Pem- 
brook above-mendonM by a younger fon of his (for the cldeft 
fon had a daughter who carried away tliofe great pofTeflions 
the Eark ofWorcefter now holds in Monmouthfhire as I faid 
before) having one only daughter furviving, m^idc a will where- 
by he cftated all his poflTeflions in Monmouthfhire and Ireland 
upon his faid daughter, upon conditions fhe married one of the 
fumame of Herbert, othcrwife the faid lands to defcend to the 
heirs male of the laid Sir William ; and his daughter to have 
only a fmall portion out of the lands he had in Anglefey and 
Carnarvanfhire 5 his lands being thus fettled Sir William died 
(hordy afterwards : He was a man much converfant with books^ 
and efpecially given to the fVudy of Divinity, in fo much that 
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bylhire j tlv ' . ^,pon the Revelations which is printed, 

of himfelf ,^y^''''^'^^vns as far from finding the fcnfe there- 

Italian, ii- ''^■'' jitMn'mg the Philofopher's-aone, which was 

pofe neir "''', ilnJ/i howfoever he was very underftanding 

of any I ■ !* 't^, he was noted yet to be of a very high 

vcrninL- ' ^,'n ^^X ^^"^^ ^^ '^^"^ ^^ having never ken his per- 

©f my - ■ !^r\\ife had much information concerning liim. His 
years ' J bcir called Mary, after her father died, continued 

fcen : ■ ' 'ciil ihe was one and twenty, none of the Herberts 
lent ''t iii all that time who either in age or fortune was fit 

that • v/i her : about this time I had attained the age of fifteen, 
coi- liiatch at laft being propofcd, yet notwithltanding the dif- 
let tv ^f years betwixt us, upon the eight and twentieth of Fe- 
r dS^ ^59^ ^ ^^^ houfe of Eyton, where tlie fame man^ 
'/car of married my father and mother, cliriftcned 

^d married me, I efpoufcd her. Not long after my marriage 
I went again to Oxford together with my wife and modier, 
who took a houfe and lived for fome certain time there ; and now 
having a due remedy for that lafcivioulhefs to which youdi is 
naturally inclined, I followed my book more clofe than ever, in 
which courfe I connnued'nll I attained about the age of eighteen, 
when my mother took a houfe in London, between which place 
and Montgomery Caftle I palfed my time 'till I came to the 
age of one and twenty, having in that fpace divers children, I 
having now none remaining but Beatrice, Richard and Edward. 
During this time of living in the Univerfity or at home, I did 
without any matter or teacher attain the knowledge of the French, 
Italian and Spanifh Languages, by the help of fome books in 

Latia 
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Latin or Englifh tranflated into thofc Idioms, and the didionarys 
of thofc feveral Languages j 1 attained alfo to fing my part at 
firft fight in Mufick, and to play on the Lute with very little or 
almoft no teaching. My intention in learning Languages being 
to make my fclf a Citizen of the World as far as it were poffible ; 
and my learning of Mufick was for this end that I might enter- 
tain myfelf at home, and together refrefli my mind after my ftudies 
to which I was exceedingly inclined, and that I might not need 
the company of young men, in whom I obferved in thofe times 
much ill example and debauchery. 

Being gotten thus far into my age, I fliall give fome obfervations 
concerning ordinary Education, even from the firft infancy 'till 
the departure from the Univerfity, as being defirous togedier with 
the narration of my life to deliver fuch rules as I conceive may 
be ufefuU to my pofterity. And firft I find that in the infancy 
thofe difeafes are to be remedied which may be hereditary unto 
them on either fide, fo that if they be fubjed: to the Stone or 
Gravell, I do conceive it will be good for the nurfe fometimes 
to drink poffet drinks in which are boy led fuch things as are 
good to expell Gravell and Stone, the child alfo himfelf when 
he comes to fome age may ufe the fame poffet drinks of herbs, 
as Milium Solis, Saxifrigia &c. good for the Stone many are 
reckoned by the Phyficians, of which alfo my fcif cou'd bring 
a large Catalogue, but rather leave it to thofe who are expert 
in that art , the fame courfe is to be taken for the Gout, for 
which purpofe I do much commend the bathing of childrens legs 

and 
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^nd feet in the water wherein Smyths quench their iron, as alio 
water wherein allom hath been infufed, or boyled, as alfo the 
decoftion of Juniper-berries, Bayberries,Chamedris,ChamcBpetis, 
which baths alfo are good for thofe that are hereditarily fub- 
jeft to the Palfie, for thefe things do much ftrengthen the 
finews ; as alfo Olium Caftorij, and Succoni, which are not to be 
ufed without advice : They that are alfo fubjeft to the Spleen 
from their anceftors ought to ufe thofe herbs that are fplencticks, 
and thofe that are troubled with the Falling Sicknefs with Ce- 
phaniques, of which certainly I fliouM have had need but for 
the purging of my ears abovementioned. Briefly what difeafc 
foever it be that is derived from Anceftors of either fide, it 
will be neceflary firft to give fuch medicines to the Nurfe as 
may make her milk efFe£hial for thofe purpofes, as alfo after- 
wards to give unto the Child it felf fuch fpecifique remedies as 
his age and conftitution will bear : I cou'd fay much more upon 
this point, as having delighted ever in the knowledge of herbs, 
plants and gums, and in few words the hiftory of Nature, in 
jb much that coming to Apothecaries (hops, it was my ordinary 
manner when I looked upon the bills filed up, containing the 
Phyficians prefcriptions, to tell every man's difeafe 5 howbeit I 
Ihall not prefume in thefe particulars to prefcribe to my pofte- 
rity, 'dio I believe I know the beft receipts for almoft all dif- 
eafes, but (hall leave them to the expert Phyficians, only I will 
recommend again to my pofterity the curing of hereditary difeafes 
in the very infancy, fince otherwife without much dilHculty they 
will never be cured. 

When 
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When children go to fchool they Ihou'd have one to attend 
them who may take care of their manners as well as the School- 
mafter doth of their learning, for among boys all vice is eafily 
learned, and here I cou'd wifli it conftantly obfcrved that neither 
die mafter fliou'd correft him for faults of his manners, nor his 
governor for manners, for the faults in his learning. After the 
Alphabet is taught, I like well the Ihorteft and cleareft Gram- 
mars, and fuch books into which all the Greek and Latin words^ 
are feverally contrived, in which kind one Comenus hath given 
an example : this being done it wou'd be much better to pro- 
ceed with Greek authors than with Ladn, for as it is as eafy to 
learn at firft the one as the other, it wou'd be much better to 
give the firft impreflions into the child's memory of thofe things 
which are more rare than ufual : therefore I wou'd have them 
begin at Greek firft, and the rather that there is not that art in 
the world wherein the Greeks have not excelled and gone be- 
fore others > Co that when you look upon Philofophy, Aftronomy,. 
Mathematicks, Medicine, and briefly all learning, the Greeks 
have exceeded all Nations. When he fliall be ready to go to the 
Univerfity, it will be fit alfo his governor for manners go along 
with him, it being the frail nature of youth, as they grow to 
ripenefs in age to be more capable of doing ill, unlefs their 
manners be well guided, and themfelves by degrees habituated iit 
vertue, with which if once they acquaint themfelves they will 
find more pleafure in it than ever they can do in vice, fince 
every body loves vertuous perfons, whereas the vitious do fcarcc: 
love one another; for this purpofe it will be neceffary that you 
keep the company of grave, learned men, who arc of good re- 
putation. 



20 THELIFEOF 

putation, and hear rather what they fay, and follow what they 
do, than follow the examples of young, wild and rafli perfons,- 
and certainly of thofe two parts which are to be acquired in 
youth, whereof one is goodnefs and vertuous manners, the other 
learning and knowledge, I fhall fo much prefer the firit before 
the fecond, as I fhall ever think vertue accompanied with ordi- 
nary difcretion will make his way better both to happinefe in 
this world and the next, than any pufF'd knowledge which would 
caufe him to be infolent and vain glorious, or minifter as it 
were arms and advantages to him for doing a mifchief, fo that 
it is pity that wicked dilpofitions fhou'd have knowledge to 
acuate their ill intentions, or courage to maintain them, that for- 
titude which fhou'd defend all a man's vertues being never well 
imployed to defend his humors, paflions, or vices. I do not 
approve for elder brothers that courfe of ftudy which is ordi- 
nary ufcd in the Univerfity, which is, if their parents perchance 
intend they fhall flay there four or five years, to imploy the 
laid time as if they meant to proceed Maflers of Art and Doc- 
tors in fome Science, for which purpofe their tutors commonly 
fpend much time in teaching them the fubtilities of Logick, 
which as it is ufually pradiced, enables them for little more than 
to be excellent wranglers, which art tho it may be tolerable in 
a mercenary I^awyer, I can by no means commend in a fober 
and well governed gentleman. I approve much thofe parts of 
Logic which teach men to deduce their proofs from firm and 
iindoubted principles, and fhow men to diflinguifh betwixt truth 
and falfhood, and help them to difcover fallacies, fophifmes, and 
that which the Schoolmen call vidous argumentations, concerning 

which 
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which I Ihall not here enter into a long difcourfe. So much of 
Logick as may ferve for this purpofc being acquired, fome good 
fum of Philofophy may be learned, which may teach him both 
the ground of the Platonick and Ariftotelian Philofophy. After 
which it will not be amifs to read the Idea Medicinae Philofo- 
phicae, written by Severnius Danus, there being many things 
confiderable concerning the Paracelfian principles written in that 
book which are not to be found in former writers ; it will not 
be amifs alfo to read over Francifcus Patricius and Tilefius, who 
have examined and contraverted the ordinary Peripatetick doc- 
trine, all which may be performed in one year, that term being 
enough for Philofophy as I conceive, and fix months for Lo- 
gick, for I am confident a man may have quickly more than 
he needs of thefe two arts. Thefe being attain'd, it will be re- 
quifite to ftudy Geography with exadtnefs, fo much as may 
teach a man the fituadon of all countries in the whole world, 
together with which it will be fit to learn fomething concerning 
the Governments, Manners, Religions either ancient or new, as 
alfo the interefts of States and Relations in amity, or ftrength 
in which they ftand to their neighbours ; it will be neceflary alfo 
at the fame time to learn the ufe of the Casleftial Globe, the flu* 
dies of both Globes being complicated and joined together. I 
do not conceive yet the knowledge of judicial Aftrology fo ne- 
ceflary, but only for general prcdidtions ; particular events being 
neither mtended by nor coUefted out of the Stars. It will be 
alfo fit to learn Arithmetick and Geometry in fome good mea- 
fiirc, but efpecially Arithmetick, it being moft ufcful for many 
purpofcs, and among the reft for keeping accounts, whereof here 

F is 
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is much ufe : as for the knowledge of lines, fuperfices, and bo- 
dies, 'tho it be a fcience of much certainty and demonftration, 
it is not much ufefuU for a gentleman unlefs it be to undcr- 
ftand Fortifications, the knowledge whereof is worthy of thofe 
who intend the wars, 'tho yet he muft remember that whatfo- 
ever Art doth in way of defence. Art likewife in way of aflail* 
ing can deftroy. This ftudy hath coft me much labour, but 
as yet I could never find how any place could be fo fortified 
but that there were means in certain oppofite lines to prevent 
or fubvert all that cou'd be done in that kind. It will become 
a gentleman to have fome knowledge in Medicine, efpecially the 
diagnoftick part, whereby he may take timely notice of a diA 
cafe, and by that means timely prevent it, as alfo the prog- 
noftic part, whereby he may judge of the fympthomes cither 
increafing or dccreafing in the difeafe, as alfo concerning the 
crifis or indication thereof. This art will get a gendeman not 
-only much knowledge but much credit fince feeing any fick 
body he will be able to tdl in all human probability whether 
he fhall recover, or if he Ihall die of the difeafe, to tell what 
fignes (hall go before and what the conclufion will be ; it will 
become him alfo to know not only the ingredients but dofes of 
certain cathartique or purging, cmetique or vomitive Medicines, 
ipeciftque or cholerique, melancholique, or phlegmariquc Confti- 
tutions, phlebotomy being only neceffary for thofe who abound 
in blood : belides I wou'd have a gentleman know how to make 
thefe Medicines himfelf, and afterwards prepare them with his 
own hands, it being the manner of Apothecaries fo frequendy 
to put in the Succcdanca diat no man is- fore to find with theni 

Medicines 
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Medicines made widi the true drugs which ought to enter into 
the compofition when it is cxotiquc or rare; or when they arc 
extant in the fhop, no man can be aflured that the faid drugs 
are not rotten, or that they have not loft their natural force 
and vertuc. I have ftvidied tliis Art very much alfo, and have 
in cafe of extremity miniftred phyfick with that fuccefs which is 
ftrange, whereof I ihall give two or three examples: Richard 
Griffiths of Sutton, my fervant, being fkk of a malignant pefti- 
lent fever, and tryed in vain all our country Phyfitians cou'd 
do, and his water at laft ftinking fo grievoufly, which Phyfiuans 
note to be a fign of extendon of natural heat, and confequent- 
ly of prefent death, I was intieated to fee him, when as yet he 
had neither eaten, drank, flept, or known any body for the ipace 
of fix or feven days, whereupon dcmandir^ whether the Phyfi- 
tians had given him over, and it being anfwered unto me that 
they had, I faid it wou'd not be amifs to give him the quantity 
of an hafle-nut of a certain rare receipt which I had, afluring 
that if any thing in the world cou'd recover him, that wou'd; 
of which I was fo confident, that I wou'd come the next day 
at four of the Clock in the afternoon unto him, and at that 
time I doubted not but they (hou'd find fignes of amendment, 
provided they fliou'd put the dofes I gave them, being about 
he bignefs of a nut down his throat, which being done with 
much difficulty, I came the morrow after at the hour appointed, 
when to the wonder of his family he knew me and afked for 
fome broth, and not long after recovcr'd. My cozen Athelfton 
Owen alfo of Rhue Sayfon, having an Hydrocephale alfo in that 
extremity that his eyes began to ftart out of his head, and his 

F 2 tongue. 
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tongue to come out of his mouth, and his whole head finally 
exceeding its natural proportion, in fb much that his Phyfitiam 
likewife left him^ I prefcribed to him the decodion of two diu- 
retique Rootes, which after he had drank four or five days, he 
urin'd in that abundance that his head by degrees returned to 
it's ancient figure, and all other fignes of health appeared, where- 
upon alfo he wrote a letter to me that he was {o fuddenly and 
perfectly reftored to his former health, that it fcemed more like 
a miracle than a cure; for thofe are the very words in the 
letter he fent me. I cured a great lady in London of an iffue 
of Blood when all the Phyfitians had given her over, with fo 
eafy a Medicine that the lady herfelf was aftoniflied to find the 
cffefts thereof. I cou'd give more examples in this kind, but 
thefe (hall fuffice ; I will for the reft deliver a rule I conceive 
for finding out the beft receipts not only for curing all inward but 
outward hurts, fuch as are Ulcers, Tumors, Contufions, Wounds, 
and the like : you muft look upon all Pharmacopaeia's or * Anti- 
dotaries of feveral Countries ; of which fort I have in my Li- 
brary the Pharmacopaeia Londinenfis, Parifienfis, Amftelodamen- 
fis, that of t Quercfctau, Bauderoni, Rcnadeus, Valerius Scordus, 
Pharmacopaeia Colonienfis, Auguftana, Venetiana, Vononienfis, 
Florcntina, Romana, Meffanenfis; in fome of which are told not 

• Antidotaries ufually make a part of the old Difpenfatories ; for when 
Poifons were in fafhion, Antidotes were equally fo. 

t Jofcphus Quercetanus publiflied a Pharmacopaeia Dogmaticorum refti- 
luta, 1607, 4to. Paris. Bricius Bauderonus, Pharmacopaeia & Praxis Mc- 
dica 1620, Paris. Johannes Renadaeus, Difpenfatorium Medicum, & And- 
Jotarium 1609, 410. Paris. Valerius Cordus, Difpenfatorium. Antw. 1568* 

only 
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only what the receipts there fet down are good for, but the dofes 
of them. The rule I here give is, that what all the faid Dif- 
penlatories, Antidotaries, or Pharmacopaeias prefcribe as effec- 
tual for overcoming a Difeafe, is certainly good, for as they are 
fet forth by the authority of the Phyfitians of thefe feveral Coun- 
tries, what they all ordain muft neceflarily be efFe6tual : but they 
who will follow my advice fhall find in that litdc Ihort Anri- 
dotary called Amftelodamenfis not long fince put forth, almoft 
all that is necefTary to be known for curing of Difeafcs, Wounds, 
&c. There is a book called Aurora Medicorum very fit to be 
read in this kind. Among writers of Phyfick, I do efpecially 
commend after Hippocrates and Galen, J Fernelius, Lud. Mer- 
catus, and Dan Sennertus, and Heumius -, I cou'd name many 
more, but I conceive thefe may fuffice. As for the Chymique or 
Spagyrique Medicines, I cannot commend them to the ufe of my 
pofterity, there being neither Emetique, Catharrique, Diaphore- 
tique, Diuretique Medicines extant among them, which are not 
much more happily and fafely performed by Vegetables; but 
hereof enough, fince I pretend no further than to give fome 
few direftions to my pofterity. In the mean while I conceive 
it is a fine Study and worthy a gentleman to be a good Bota- 
nique, that fo he may know the nature of all Herbs and Plants, 

t Johannes Fernelius (Phyfician to Henry II. of France) publiflied 
Opera Medicinalia, et Univerfa Medicina I564> 410. & 15779 fol. Lud. 
Mercatus (Phyfician to Philip II. and HI. of Spain) was author of Opera 
Medica & Chirurgica, fol. Francof. 1620. Daniel Sennertus publifhed 
Inftitutiones Medicinse 1620 ; and Johannes Heurnius a work with the 
&inc Title, 1597. Lugduni. 

being 
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being our Fellow Creatures and made for tlie ufe of Man; for 
which purpofe it will be fit for him to cull out of fonie good 
Herball all the Icones together with the delcriptions of them, 
and to lay by themielves all fuch as grow in England^ and af- 
terwards to feled again fuch as ufually grow by the highway- 
fide, in Meadows, by Rivers, or in Marfhes, or in Corn-fields, 
or in dry and mountainous places, or on Rocks, Walls, or in 
(hady places, fuch as grow by the Sea-fide, for this being done, 
and the faid Icones being ordinarily carried by themfelvcs, or 
by their fervants, one may prcfendy find out every Herb lie 
meets withall, efpccially if the faid Flowers be truly coloured. 
Afterwards it will not be amifs to diftinguifli by themfelves fuch 
Herbs as are in Gardens and are exodques, and are traniplanted 
hither. As for thofe plants which will not endure our Clime, 
dio the knowledge of them be worthy of a gentleman, and the 
vertues of them be fit to be learned, efpccially if they be brought 
over to a Druggift as medicinall, yet the Icones of them arc 
not fo pertinent to be known as the former, unlefs it be where 
there is lefs danger of adulteradng the faid medicaments, in 
which cafe it is good to have recourfe to not only the Bota- 
niques but alfo to Gefnar'sr Diipenfatory, and to Aurora Medi- 
conmi above mentioned, being books which make a man dif* 
tinguifli betwixt good and bad drugs ; and thus much of Me- 
dicine may not only be ufefull but delegable to a gentleman, 
fince which way foever he paffeth, he may find fomething to 
entertain him. I mull no lefs commend the ftudy of Anatomy, 
which whofoever confiders, I believe will never be an Atheift, the 
frame of man's body and coherence of his parts being fo ftrangc 

♦ and 
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lUid paradoxal, that I hold it to be thegreatcft miracle of nature; 
th6 when all is done, I do not find fhc hath made it fo much as 
proof againft one Difeafe, leaft it (hou'd be thought to have made 
it no lefs than a prifon to the foul. 

Having thus paffed over all human Literature, it will be fit to 
fay fomething of moral Vertues and theolo^cal Learning. As for 
the firft, fince the Chriftians and the Heathens are in a manner 
agreed concerning the definitions of Vertues, it wou'd not be in- 
convenient to begin with thofe definitions which Ariftotle in his 
Morals hath given, 'as being confirmed for the mod: part by the 
Platoniques, Stoiqucs, and other Philofophers, and in general by 
the Chriftian Church, as well as all Nations in the World what- 
foever, they being Doctrines imprinted in the Soul in it's firft 
original, and containing the principal and firft notices by which 
man may attain his Happinefs here or hereafter, there being no 
man that is given to Vice that doth not find much oppofition 
both in his own Confcience and in the Religion and Law is 
taught elfewhere ; and this I dare fay, that a vcrtuous man may 
not only go fecurely through all the Religions but all the Laws 
in the world, and whatfoeverobftruftions he meet, obtain both 
an inward Peace and outward wcUcome among all, with whom 
he fhall negotiate or converfe; this Vertue therefore I Ihall re- 
commend to my pofterity as the greateft perfeftion he can 
attain unto in this Life, and the pledge of eternal Happinefs 
hereafter, there being none that can juftly hope of an union 
with the fuprcme God, that doth not come as near to him in 
this Life in Vertue and Goodncfs as he can, fo that if human 

• 6 fi-ailtj^ 
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frailcy do interrupt thli 'jr-icn by comn-Irring fadrs that make 
liim uncapablc of his evtrlafiing Happinefs, i: will be fit by a 
ferious Repentance to explore and enucuUte thole faults^ and 
for the reft truft to the Mcrcv of God his Creaicr, RedeemcTj 
?.nd Prerer\-er, who being o-r Farher ar.i knowing well in what 
a weak condirion through infirmides we are^ wiii I doubt not 
comnrjiferate thofe Tranfgrcfiions we comn^iit when they arc dooe 
without cefire to offend his Divine Mrefty, and together rcc- 
tifie our undentanding through his Grace, fince we coinmonly 
Pill through no other caufc, but that we miftojk a true good 
for that which was only apparent, and fo were deceived by nuking 
an undue election in the otjec:s propofcd to us, wherein tho it 
will be fit for every man to confefs that he hath offended aa 
Infinite Majeft)- and Power, yet as upon better confideradon he 
finds he did net nr.ean infiriitcly to offend, there will be juft 
rcafon to belie^'e that God will nor ia?ac1 an infinite punilh- 
iFiCnt upon him if he be truly penitent, fo that his Jullice may 
be latisfied, if not with man's repentance yet at kaft with Come 
temporal punifhment here or hereafter, fuch as may be propor* 
tionable to the offence ; tho I cannot deny but when man wou'd 
infinitely offend God in a defpitefuU and contemptuous way, 
it will be but juft that he fuffer an infinite punifhment: but as I 
hope none are fo wicked as to fin purpofedly and with an high 
hand againft the Eternal Majefty of God, fo when they ihall 
commit ariy fins out of frailty, I (hall believe either that unleis 
they be finally impenitent, and (as they fay fold ingenioufly 
over to Sin) God's Mercy will accept of thek endeavours to 
return into a right way, and fo make their Peace with him by 

aU 
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all thofe good means that are poffible. Having thus recom- 
TOcnded the learning of Moral Philofophy and prafticc of Ver.. 
tuc, as the moft neccflary knowledge and ufefull exercife of 
man's life, I fliall obferve that even in the employing of our 
Vertues, Difcretion is required, for every Vertue is not promif- 
inioufly to be ufed, but fuch only as is proper for the prefent 
occalion. Therefore though a wary and difcreet wifdom be moft 
TifefuU where no imminent danger appears, yet where an enemy 
draweth his (word againft you, yon (hall have moft ufe of For- 
titude, prevention being too late, when the danger is fo preffing. 
On the other fide there is no occafion to ufe your Fortitude 
againft wrongs done by women or children, or ignorant perfons, 
that I may fay nothing of thofe that are much your fuperiors, 
who are magiftrates, &c. lince you might by a difcreet Wifdom 
have declined the injury, or when it were too late to do fo, you 
may with more equal mind fupport that which is done, either 
by authority in the one or frailty in the other. And certainly 
to fuch kind of perfons Forgivenefs will be proper j in which 
kind I am confident no man of my time hath exceeded me : for 
tho whenfocver my honor hath been engaged, no man hath ever 
been more forward to hazard his life, yet where with my honor 
I cou'd forgive, I never ufed Revenge, as leaving it always to 
God, who, the Icfs I punifti mine enemies will inflift ♦ fo much 

the. 

♦ This IS a very unchriftian reafon for pardoning our enemies, and 
can by no means be properly called Forgivenefs. Is it Forgivenefs to 
remit a punifliment, on the hope of it*B being doubled ? One of the moft 
exceptionable paflkges in Shakefpcar is the horrid reflexion of Hamlet, that 

G he 
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the more punifhment on them ; and to this Forgtvcnefs of otficn 
three Confiderations have efpecially invited me. 

1. That he that cannot forgive others, breaks the bridge 
over which he muft pafs himfclf, for every man had need to 
be forgiven, 

2. That when a man wants or comes fhort of an intire an J 
accomplilh'd Vertue, our d^fts may be fupplied this way, (incc 
the forgiving of evil deeds in^thers amounteth to no lefs than 
Vertue in us : that therefore it may be not unaptly called the pay- 
ing our debts with another Man's money. 

3. That it is the mod: neceflary and p^per work of every 
man, for 'tho when I do not a juft thing, lor a charitable, or 
a wife, another man may do it for me, yet no man can forgive* 
my enemy but myfelf, and thefe have been the chief motives for 
which I have been ever inclined to Forgivenefs ; whereof tho 
I have rarely found other effeft than that my Servants, Tenants, 
and Neighbours have thereupon more frequently offended me, 

he will not kill the King at his prayers, left he fend him to Heaven.— 
and fo am I revenged? Such fentiments fliou'd always be marked and 
condemned, efpecially in authors, who certainly do not mean to preach 
up Malice and Revenge. His Lordfhip's other reafons are better founded, 
tho' ftill felfifh. He does not appear a humane philofopher, till he owns 
that he continued to forgive, tho* he found that it encouraged new inju* 
ries. The beauty of Virtue confifts in doing right tho' to one's own 
prejudice. 

yet 
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yet at Icaft I have bad within mc an inwar4 Peace and Comfort 
thereby, fince I can truly fay, nothing ever gave my mind more 
cafe than when I had forgiven my enemies, which freed me 
from many Cares and Perturbations, which otherwife wou'd have 
mokfted me« 

And this likewife brings in another Rule concerning the ufe 
of Vertues, which is, that you arc not to ufe Juftice where Mercy 
is mod proper, as on the other fide a foolifti Pity is not to 
be preferred before that which is juft and neceffary for good 
Example* So likewife Liberality is not to be ufed where Par- 
dmony or Frugality is more requifite j as on the other fide it 
will be but a fordid thing in a gentleman to fpare where ex- 
pending of money would acquire unto him Advantage, Credit, 
or Honor ; and this Rule in general ought to be pra£tifed, that 
the Vertue requifite to the occafion is ever to be produced, as 
the moft opportune and neceflary. That therefore Wifdom is 
the Soul of all Vertues, giving them as unto her members life 
and motion, and fo neceflary in every aftion, that whofoever by 
the benefit of true Wifdom makes ufe of the right Vertue, on 
all emergent occafions, I dare fay would never be conftrain'd to 
have recourfe to Vice, whereby it appears that every Vertue is 
not to be imployed indifierently, but that only which is proper 
for the bufinefs in queftion i among which yet Temperance feems • 
fo univerfally requifite, that fome part of it at leaft will be a ne- 
cdTary ingredient in all human adions, fince there may be an 
cxcefs even in Religious Worlhip, at thofc times when other 
Duties are required at our hands. After all^ moral Vertues are 

G 2 learned 
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karned and direfbcl to die ferrice and glory of God, as die 
principal end and ufe of dieni. 

It wou'd be fit diat (bme dme be (pent in learning Rhett>- 
rick or Oratory, to the intent that upon all occafions you may^ 
exprefs yourielf with Eloquence and Grace ; &r as it is not 
enough for a man to have a Diamond unkfs it b polifhcd and 
cut out into it's due ang^ and a Foyle be fet underneath, 
whereby it may the better tranlmit and vibrate it's native Luftrc^ 
and Rays ; fo it will not be fuffident for a man to have a great 
Underftanding in all Matters> unleis die faid Underflanding be 
not only polifhed and clear, but underfet and holpen a litde 
with thofe Figures, Tropes, and Colours which Rhetorick af- 
fords, where there is ufe <^ Perfwalion. I can by no means 
yet commend an a&&ed Eloquence, there beii^ nodiing Co pe- 
dantica],or indeed that wou*d g^ve more fufpidon diat the truth. 
is not intended, than to ufe over-much the commoa forms pre- 
fcribed in Schools. It is well laid by them, diat there are two. 
Parts of Eloquence necefiary and recommendable ; one is, to fpeak 
hard thii^ plainly, ib that when a knotty or intricate bufindL 
having no method or coherence in it's parts Ihall be prefented, it. 
Will be a lingular part of oratory to take thofe parts afunder, fet 
them together apdy, and fo exhibite them to the Underftanding. 
And this part of Rhetorick I much commend to every body, there 
being no true ufe of Speech but to make things clear, perfpi- 
cuous, and mani&ft, which otherwife wou'd he perplcx'd^ doubts 
full and obfcure. 
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' The drRer part of Oratory is to fpeak common things inge*- 
Bioufljr or wittily, there being no Kttle vigor and force addtfd 
to words,, when they arc delivered in a neat and fine way, ahd 
fomewhat out of the ordinary road, common and dull Language 
reliihing more of die Clown than the Gendeman. But herein 
alfo Affedbadon muft be avoided, it being better for a man by 
a narive ami dear lEloquence to exprefe himfelf, than by thofe 
words which may fmell either of the Lamp or Ink-hom ; fo that 
in general one may obferve that men who fortify and uphold their 
Speeches with ftrong and evident Reafons, have ever operated 
more on the minds of the Auditors, than thofe who have made 
Rhetorical excurfions.. 

It will be better for a man who is doubtful of his pay to 
take an ordinary filver piece with it's due ftamp upon it, than 
an extraordinary guilded piece which may perchance contain a 
bafcr metal under it: and prefer a well-favour'd wholefome wo- 
man 'thd. with a tawny complexion, before a befmeared and painted 
£ice. 

It is a general note^ that a man'is Wit is beft Ihewed in 
kis Anfwer, and his Valour in his Defence, that therefore as men 
fcam in Fencing how to ward all blows and thrufts, which arc 
or can be made againft him, fo it will be fitting to debate 
and refolve before hand what you are to fay or do upon any^ 
aifiront given you, leaft otherwife you (hou'd be furprized. Ari* 
ftode hath written a book of Rhetorick, a work in my opinion 
not inferior to his beft pieces, whom therefore with Cicero de 
5 Oratorcji 
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Oratore, as alfo Qumtilian, you may read for your inftruftioa 
how to fpeak, neither of which two yet I can think fo exaft in 
their Orations but that a middle ftile will be of more efficacy, 
Cicero in my opinion being top long and tedious, and Quintilian 
too Ihort and concife. 

Having thus by Moral Philofophy enabled yourfelf to all that 
Wifdom and Goodnefs which is requifite to direft you in all 
your particular actions, it will be fit now to think how you 
are to behave yourfelf as a publick perfon, or member of the 
Common Wealth and Kingdom wherein you live, as alfo to look 
into thofe Principles and Grounds upon which Government is 
framed, it being manifeft in nature that the wife doth eafily go- 
vern the foolifh, and the flrong mafter the weak ; fo that he 
that cou'd attain moft Wifdom and Power, wou'd quickly rule 
his fellows ; for proof whereof one may obferve that a King is 
fick during that time the Phyficians govern him, and in day of 
Battle an expert General appoints |the King a place in which 
he Ihall ftand, which was anciently the Office of the Conftables 
de France. In Law alfo the Judge is in a fort fupcriour to 
his King as long as he judgeth betwixt him and his people. In 
Divinity alfo he, to whom the King commits the charge of his 
Confcience, is his fuperiour in that particular. All which Inftances 
may Efficiently prove, that in many cafes the wifer governs or 
commands one lefs wife than himfelf, unlefs a willfull Obftinacy 
he interpofed ; in which cafe recourfe muft be had to Strength 
where Obedience is neceflary. 

The 
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The Excrcifes I chiefly ufed, and mod recommend to my 
pofterity, were riding the Great Horfe and Fencing, in which 
Arts I had excellent mafters, Englilh, French, and Italian ; as 
for Dancing I coii'd never find leafure enough to learn it, as 
imploying my mind always in acquiring of fome Art or Science 
more ufefuU, howbcit I fhall wifti thefe three Exercifes learned in 
tWs orders 

That Dancing may be learned firft, as that which doth fafhion: 
the body, gives one a good Prefence in and Addrefs to all 
Companies, fihce it difpofeth the I^imbs to a kind of Souplefle 
(as the Frenchmen call it) and Agility, in fo much as they feem 
to have the ufe of their Legs, Arms, and Bodies, more than 
any orfiers, who ftanding ftifFand ftark in their poftures, feem 
as if they were taken in their joynts, or had not the perfeft ufe 
of their Members. I fpeak not this yet as if I wou'd have a 
Youth never ftand ftill in Company, but only that when he hath 
occafion to ftir, his Motions may be comely and gracefull, that 
he may learn to know how to come in and go out of a Room 
where Company is, how to make Courtefies handfomely, accord- 
ing to the feveral degrees of Perfons he fhall encounter, how to 
put off and hold his Hat, all which and many other things which 
become men arc taught by the more accurate Dancing-mafters in 
France. 

The next Exercifc a young man fhou*d learn (but* not before he 

is a eleven or twelve years of age) is Fencing ; for the attaining 

of which the Frenchman's Rule is excellent, Bon pied Bon ceil, 

♦ by 
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by which to teach men how far they may ftretch out their Feet 
when diey wou'd make a Thruft againft their Enemy, leafl either 
fliou'd overftride themfclves, or not ftriding far enough fail to 
bring the point of their weapon home : the fecond part of his 
Direction advifeth the Scholar to keep a fixt Eye upon the pobc 
of his Enemies Sword, to the intent he may both put by or ward 
the Blows and Thrufts made againft him, and together diredt the 
point of his Sword upon fbme Part of his Enemy, that lieth naked 
and open to him. 

The good Fencing-mafters, in France elpecially, when they 
prefcnt a Foyle or Fleuret to their Scholars, tell him it hath two 
Parts, one of which he calleth the Fort or ftrong, and the other 
the Foyble or weak; with the Fort or ftrong, which extends 
from the part of the hilt next the Sword about a third part of 
the whole length, thereof he teacheth his Scholars to defend 
themfelves, and put by and ward the Thrufts and Blows of his 
Enemy, and with the other two third parts to flrikc or thruft as 
he ftiall fee occaHon ; which Rule alfo teacheth how to ftrike or 
thruft high or low as his Enemy doth, and briefly to take his 
Meafure and Time upon his Adverfarie's Motions, whereby he 
may both defend himfelf or offend his Adverlary, of which I 
have had much experiment and ufe both in the Fkuret, or Foyle, 
as alfo when I fought in good earneft with many perfons at one 
and the fame time, as will appear in the fequell of my Life. 
And indeed I think I fliall not fpeak vain glorioufly of myfelf, 
if I fay that no man underftood the ufe of his weapon better than 
I did, or hath more dcxteroufly prevailed himfelf thereof on all 

occafions ; 
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occalions ; fince I found no man cou'd be hurt but through fome 
error in Fencing. 

I fpent much time alfb in learning to ride the Great Horfe, 
that creature being made above all others for the fervice of man, 
as giving his Rider all the Advantages of wluch he is capable, 
while fometimes he gives him Strength, fometimes Agility or 
Motion for the overcoming of his Enemy, in fo much that a 
good Rider on a good Horfe, is as much above himfelf and 
others, as this world can make him; the Rule for graceful! 
Riding is, that a Man hold his Eyes always betwixt the two 
Ears, and his Rod over the left Ear of his Horfe, which he 
is to ufe for turning him every way, helping himfelf with his 
left Foot, and Rod upon the left part of his Neck, to make his 
Horfe turn on the right Hand, and with the right Foot and 
help of his Rod alfo (if needs be) to turn him on the left 
Hand, but this is to be ufed rather when one would make a 
Horfe underftand thefe Motions, than when he is a ready Horfe, 
die Foot and Stirrup alone applied to either Shoulder being fuffi- 
cient, with the help of the Reins to make him turn any way: 
that a Rider thus may have the ufe of his S word^ or when it is re- 
quifite only to make a Horfe go fidcwards, it will be enough to 
keep the Reins equal in his Hand, and with the fiat of his Leg 
and Foot together, and a touch upon the Shoulder of the Horfe 
with the Stirrup to make him go fideward either way, without 
either advancing forward or returning backwards. 

H The 
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The moft ufeflill Aer as the Frenchmen term it, is Territcrr; 
the Courbettes, Cabrioes, or un pas et un fauh, being fitter 
for Horfes of Parade and Triumph than for Souldiers, yet I can- 
not deny but a Demivolte witli Courbettes, fo that«diey be not 
too high, may be ufefuU in a Fight or Meflee, for as Labroue 
hath it in his book of Horfemanihip, MonHeur de Montnx>renc7 
having a Horfe that was excellent in performing the Demivolte> 
did with his Sword ftrikc down two Adverfaries from their 
Horfes in a Toumay, where divers of the prime Gallants of 
France did meet; for taking his time when the Horfe was in 
the height of his Courbette, and difcharging a blow> then his 
Sword fell with fuch weight and force upon the two Cavaliers 
one after another, that he ftruck them from their Horfes to the 
ground. 



f The nrtanner of fighting a Ehiel on horfeback I was taught 

thus; we had each of us a reafonable lliflF ridmg Rod in 
our Hands about the length of a Sword, and & rid one agsunft 

I the other, he as the more expert fat ftill to pafs vat and then 

to get behind me, and after to turn with his right Hand upon 
my left Side with his Rod, that fo he might hit me with the 

i point thereof in the Body, and he that can do this handibmely 

is fure to overcome his Adverfary, it being impoflible to bring 

his Sword about enough to defend himfelf or offend the aflayU 

I ant J and to get this advantage, which they call in French, Gag^ 

; ner la Crouppe, nothing is fo ufefiill as to make a Horfe to 

I go only fideward 'till his Adverfary be paft him, fince he will 

6 by 



EDWARD LORD HERBERT* 49 

by this means avoid his Adveifary's blow or thruft, and on a 
fuddcn get on the left Hand of his Adverlaiy in the manner 
I fbmierly related : but of this Art let Labroue and * Pluvinel be 
read> who are excellent mailers in that Art> of whom I mufl; 
confeis I learned much, 'tho to fpeak ingenioufly my breaking 
two or three Colts, and teaching them afterwards thoie Aers of 
which they were moft capable> taught me both what I was to 
do, and made me fee mine Errors, more than all their Pre- 
cepts. 

To make a Horie fit for the Wars and embolden him againft 
all Terrors, thefe Inventions are ufefuU, to beat a Drum out 
of the Stable firft and then give him his Provender, then beat 
a Drum in the Stable by d^ees, and then give him his Pro- 
vender upon the Drum: when he is acquamted herewith fuffi- 
ciendy, you muft fhoot off a Piftol out of the Stable, before he 
hath his Provender; then you may (hoot off a Piftol in the Stable, 
and fo by degrees bring it as near to him as you can till he be 
acquainted with the Piftol, likewife remembring ftill after every 
ihot to ffve him more Provender: You muft alfo caufe his Groom 
to put on bright Armour, and fb to rub his heels and drefs 

* Antoine de Pluvinel, principal Ecuyer dc Louis treizc Roi de France. 
He publifhed a very fine folio, in French and Dutch, intituled, Inftru6lion 
du Roi en I'exercice de monter a cheval. Paris, 1619. It confifts of Dia- 
logues between the young King, the Due de Bellegarde and bimfelf; and 
is adorned with a great number of bcautifull cuts by Crifpin Pafs, exhi« 
biting die whole fyftem o£ the Manege, and with many portraits of the 
grea^ and ret^arkable men of that Court. 

H 2 him; 
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him : You muft alfo prcfent a Sword before him in the faid 
Armour, and when you have done give him ftill fomc more Pro- 
vender : Laftly his Rider muft bring his Horfe fordi into die 
open Field where a bright Armour muft be faftned upon a Stake^ 
and fee forth in the likenefs of an armed man as much as 
poflible^ which being done, the Rider muft put his Horfe on 
'till he make him not only approach the faid Image, but throw 
it down, which being done, you muft be fure to give him fome 
Provender, that he may be encouraged to do the like againft an 
Adverfary in Battle. It will be good alfo that two men do hold 
up a Cloak betwixt them in the Field, and then the Rider to put 
the Horfe to it 'till he leap over, which Cloak alfo they may 
raife as they fee occafion, when the Horfe is able to leap fo high. 
You fhall do well alfo to ufc your Horfe to Swimming, which you 
may do either by trayling him after you at the tail of a Boat, m a 
good River, holding him by the Head at the length of the Bridle, 
or by putting a good Swimmer in a linnen Waiftcoat and Breeches 
upon him. 

It will be fit for a Gentleman alfo to learn to Swim^ unlefs 
he be given to Cramps and Convulfions : howbeit I muft con- 
fefs in my own particular that I cannot Swim, for as I was 
once in danger of drowning by learning to Swim, my mother 
upon her bleffing charged me never to learn Swimming, telling 
me further, that fhe had heavd of more drowned than faved by 
it, which reafbn 'tho it did not prevail with me, yet her Com- 
mandment did. It will be good alfo for a Gentlcnrum to learn to 
Leap^ WrefUe> and Vault on Horfcback, they being all of them 

Qualities 
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Qualities of great ufe. I do much approve likcwife of Shooting 
in the Long Bow, as being both an healthful Exercife and ufefuU 
for the Wars, notwithftanding all that our Firennen fpeak againft 
it : for bring an hundred Archers againft fo many Mufquetteers, 
I fay if the Archer comes within his diftance, he will not only 
make two (hoots but two hits for one. 

The Excrcifes I do not approve of are Riding of Running 
Horfes, there being much Cheating in that kind, neither do 
I fee why a brave man Ihou'd delight in a Creature whofe cheif 
ufe is to help him to run away. I do not much like of Hunt- 
ing Horfes, that Exercife taking up more time than can be fpared 
from a ftudious man to get Knowledge : It is enough therefore 
to know the Sport if there be any in it, without making it 
an ordinary pradlice : and indeed of the two Hawking is the 
better, becaufe lefe time is (pent in it: and upon thefe terms 
alfo I can allow a litde Bowling, fo that the Company be choice 
and good. 

The Exercifes I wholly condemn, are Dicing and Carding, 
especially if you play for any great fum of Money or ipend 
any time in them, or ufe to come to meetings in Dicing-houfes, 
where Cheaters meet and cozen young Gendemen of all their 
Money. I cou'd fay much more concerning all thefe points of 
Education, and particularly concerning the difcreet Civility which 
is to be obferved in Communication either with Friends or 
Strangers^ but this Work wou'd grow to big, and that many 
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Precepts conducing thereunto may be had in Guazzo dc la Civik 
Converlation and Galeteus de Moribus. 

It wou'd alfo deferve a particular Lcfturc or Recherche, how 
one ought to behave himfeif with Children, Servants, Tenants 
and Neighbours ; and I am confident that Precepts in this Point 
will be found more ufefuU to young Gentlemen, than all the 
Subtilities of Schools ; I confefs I have coUefted many things 
to this purpofe, which I forbear to fet down here, becauie (if 
God grant me Life and Health) I intend to make a little Trcatife 
concerning thefe Points ; I (hall return now to the Narration of 
mine own Hiftory. 

When I had attained the age betwixt i8 or 19 years, my 
mother together with my felf and wife removed up to London, 
where we took houfe and kept a greater family, than became 
cither my mother's widow's Eftate, or fuch young beginners as 
we were, efpecially fince fix brothers and three fitters were to be 
provided for, my father having made either no Will or fuch an 
imperfcft one, that it was not proved. My mother 'tho fhe 
had all my father's Leafes and Goods which were of great 
value, yet fhe defired me to undertake that burthen of providing 
for my brothers and fitters, which to gratify my mother as 
well as thofc fo near me, I was voluntarily content to provide 
thus far as to give my fix brothers thirty pounds a piece yearly 
during their lives, and my three fitters 1000/. a piece, which 
Portions married them to thofe I have above-mentioned; my 
younger fitter indeed might have been married to a far greater 

fortune^ 
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fortune, had not the overthwartnefs of fomc Neighbours inter- 
rupted it. 

i^bout the year of our Lord 1600 I came to London, fhortly 
afte^ which the attempt of the Earl of Eflex related in our Hif- 
tofy followed, which I had rather were feen in the writers of 
that Argument, than here. Not long after this, Curiofity rather 
than Ambition brought me to Court; and as it was the manner 
of thofe times for all men to kneel down before the great Queen 
Elizabeth who then reigned, I was likewife upon my knees in 
the Prefence Chamber when flie paffed by to the Chappel at 
Whitehall. As foon as fhc faw me Ihe ftopt, and fwearing her 
ufual Oath demanded, who is this ? Every body there prefcnt 
looked upon me, but no man knew me, 'till Sir James Croft, a 
Penfioner, finding the Queen ftayed, returned back and told who 
I was, and that I had married Sir William Herbert of St. Gillian's 
daughter: the Queen hereupon looked attentively upon me, and 
fwearing again her ordinary Oath, faid it is pity he waS married 
fo young, and thereupon gave her hand to kifs twice, both times 
gently clapping me on the cheek. I remember little more of 
myfelf, but that from that time untill King James's coming to 
the Crown, I had a fon which died Ihortly afterwards, and that I 
intended my Studies ferioufly, the more I learnt out of my Books, 
adding dill a defire to know more. 

King James being now acknowledged King, and coming to- 
wards London, I thought fit to meet his Majefty at Burley near 
Stanford} fhortly after I was made Knight of the Bath, with the 

ufual 
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ufual Ceremonies belonging to that ancient Order. I cou'd tcU 
how much my perfon was commended by the Lx>rds and Ladies 
that came to fee the Solemnity then ufed, but I (hall flatter my 
felf too much if I believed it. 

I muft not forget yet the ancient Cuftom, being that fomc prin- 
cipal Perfon was to put on the right Spur of thofe the King had 
appointed to receive that dignity ; the Earl of Shrewftury feeing 
my Efquire there with my Spur in his hand, volunurily came to 
me and faid. Cozen, I believe you will be a good Knight and 
therefore I will put on your Spur, whereupon after my moft 
humble thanks for fo great a favour, I held up my leg againft 
the wall, and he put on my Spur. 

There is another Cuftom likewife, that the Knights the firft day 
wear the gown of fame Religious Order, and the night following 
to be bathed; after which tliey take an Oath never to fit in 
place whfere Injuftice Ihou'd be done, but they (hall right it to 
the uttermoft of their power, and particularly Ladies and Gen- 
tlewomen that ftiall be wronged in their Honour, if they demand 
Affiftance, and many other Points, not unlike the Romances of 
Knight Errand, 

The fecond day to wear Robes of Crimfon Taffita, (in which 
habit I am painted in my Study) and fo to ride fi-om St. James's 
to Whitehall with our Efquires before us, and the third day 
to wear a Gown of Purple Sattin, upon the left Sleeve whereof 
is faftned certain Strings wcaved of white Silk and Gold tied in a 

knot. 
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a knot, and taflels to it of the fame, which all the Knights are 
obliged to wear untill they have done fomething famous in Arms, 
or 'till fome Lady of Honour take it off, and faften it on her 
Sleeve, faying I will anfwer he Ihall prove a good Knight. I had 
not long worn this String but a principal Lady of the Court, and 
certainly in mod men's opinion, the handfomeft *, took mine 
off, and faid (he wou'd pledge her Honor for mine j I do not 
name this Lady becaufe fome paflages happened afterwards whicli 
oblige me to Silence, 'tho nothing cou'd be juftly faid to her pre- 
judice, or wrong. 

Shortly after this I intended to go with Charles Earl of Not- 
tingham the Lord Admiral, who went to Spain to take the King's 
Oath for confirmation of the Articles of Peace betwixt the two 
Crowns -, howbeit by the Induftry of fome near me, who defired 
to ftay me at home, I was hindred, and inftead of going that 
Voyage, was made Sheriff of Montgomery fli ire, concerning which 
I wiU fay no more, but that I bellowed the place of under She- 
riff, as alfo other places in my gifts freely, without cither taking 
Gift or Reward ; which Cuftom alfo I have obferved throughout 
the whole courfe of my Lifej in fo much that when I was Am- 
baHador m France and might have had great Prefents, which for- 
mer Ambaffadors accepted, for doing lawfull Courtefies to Mcr- 
chantsand others, yet no gratuity, upon what terms foever, cou'd 
ever be faft'ned upon me. 

♦ It is impoJEble perhaps at this diftance of time to afcertain who this 
Lady was, but there is no doubt of it being the fame perfon mentioned 
afterwards, whom he calls the Faireft of her time. 

I This 



S6 THELIFEOF 

This publick Duty did not hinder me yet to follow my beloved 
Sttidies in a Country life for the moft part; 'tho fometimes aMb 
I reforted to Court, without yet riiat I had any Ambition there, 
and much Icfs was tainted with thofe corrupt Delights incident to 
the dmes : for living with my wife in all conjugal Loyalty for 
the fpace of about ten years after my marriage, I wholly declined 
the Allurements and Temptadons whatfoever, wliich might incline 
me to violate my Marriage Bed, 

About the year 1608 my two daughters, called Beatrice and . 
Florance, who lived not yet long after, and one fon Richard 
being bom, and come to fo much maturity, that 'tho in their 
meer Childhood they gave no litde hopes of themlelves for the 
future time, I called them ail before my wife, demanding how 
fhe liked them, to which tfhe answering, wells I demanded then 
whether ihe was willing to do fo much for diem as I wou'd ; 
whereupon Ihe replying demanded what I meant by that, I told 
her thiat for my part I was but young for a man, and flie not 
dd for a woman, that our Lives were in the hands of God, 
that if he ple«fed to call either of us away, that party which 
remained might marry again, and have Children by fomc other, 
to which our Eftat<» might be difpofed ; for prcvcntii^ wheneof 
I thought fit to motion to her, that if Ihe wou'd aflure upon 
the fon any quantity of Lands from 300/. a jrear to 1000/. 1 
wou'd do the like ; but my wife not approvix^ hereof, aniwered 
in thefc exprefs words, that fhe wou'd not draw the Cradle 
upon her head ; whereupon I defiring her to advife better upon 
the bufinefs, and to take fome few days refpite for that puq)ofe,. 
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flic fecm'd tjo depart from mc not very well contented. About 
a week or ten days afterwards, I demanded again what (he 
thought concerning the motion I made, to which yet ihe faid 
no more, but that fhc thought fhc had already anfwered me 
fufficiently to the point; I told her then that I fhou'd nuke 
another motion to her, which was that in regard I was too young 
to go beyond Sea before I married her, fhc now wou'd give 
me leave for a while to fee foreign Countries i howbeit if (he 
wou'd aflTure her lands as I wou'd mine, in the manner above- 
mentioned, I wou'd never depart from her j (he anfwered that I 
knew her mind before concerning that point, yet that (he ihou'd 
be (brry I went beyond Sea, never the lefs, if I wou'd needs 
go, (he could not help it. This, whether a Licence taken or 
given, fervcd my turn to prepare without delay, for a Journey 
beyond Sea, that fo I might fatisfy that Curbfity I long (ince 
had to (ce foreign Countrys : (b that I might leave my wife fo 
little difcontented as I cou'd, I left her not only pofterity to 
renew the &mily of the Herberts of St. Gillian's, according to 
her Other's defire to inherit his I^ands, but the Rents of all 
the Lands (he brought with her, relerving mine own pardy to 
pay my brothers and fiflers Portions, and defraying my charges 
abroad. Upon which terms, though I was ferry to leave my 
wife, as having lived moft honeftly with her all this time, I 
thought it no fuch unjuft ambition to attain the knowledge of 
foreign Countries, efpecially (ince I had in great part already at- 
tained the Languages, and that I intended not to fpend any long 
time out of my Country. 

I 2 Before 
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Before I departed yet I left her with child of a fon, chriftncd 
afterwards by the name of Edward ; and now coming to Court, 
I obtained a Licence to go beyond Sea, taking with me for my 
Companion Mr. Aurelian Townfend, a gendeman that fpoke the 
Languages of French, Italian and Spanifh in great perfedbion, 
and a man to wait in my chamber who fpoke French, two 
Lackeys, and three Horfes. Coming thus to Dover, and paffing 
the Seas thence to Calais, I journied without any memorable 
adventure, 'till I came to Fauxbourgx St. Germans in Paris, 
where Sir George Carew then An)bafIiidor for the King lived ; 
I was kindly received by him, and often invited to his table. 
Next to his houfe dwelt the Duke of Vantadour, who had mar- 
ried a daughter of Monfieur de Montmorency, grand Coneftablc 
de France; many vifits being exchanged between that Dutchefa 
and the Lady of our Ambaffador, it pleafcd the Dutchefs to in- 
vite me to her father's houfe, at the Caftle of Merlou, being about 
14 miles from Paris : and here I found much welcome from that 
brave old ♦ General, who being inform'd of my name, faid he 
knew well of what family I was, telling the firft nodce he had 
of the Herberts was at the Siege of St. Quintencc, where my 

grand- 

• Henry de Montmorency, fecond fon of the greatConftable Anne de 
Montmorency who was killed at the batde of St. Denis 1567, and bro- 
ther of Duke Francis, another renowned Warrior and Statefinan. Henry 
was no lefs diftinguiihed in both capacities, and gained great glory at the 
battles of Dreux and St. Denis. He was made Conftable by Henry j^thf 
tho' he cou'd neither read nor write, and died in the habit of St, Francis 
1614. He was father of the gallant but unfortunate Duke Henry, the 

laft 



EDWARD LORD HERBERT. 59 

grandfather with a command of Foot under William Earl cf 
Pcmbrook was. Paffing two or three days here, it happened 
one evening that a daughter of the Dutchefs of about 10 or 
1 1 years of age, going one evening from the Caftlc to walk in 
the Meadows, my felf with divers French Gentlemen attended 
her and fome Gentlewomen that were with her; this young Lady 
wearing a knot of Ribband on her head, a French Chevalier 
took it fuddainly and faftned it to his hatband j the young lady 
offended herewith demands her Ribband, but he refufing to re- 
ftore it, the young Lady addrcfling herfelf to me, faid Monfieur, 
I pray get my Ribband from that gentleman : hereupon going 
towards him, I courteoufly, with my hat in my hand, defired 
him to do me the honour that I may deliver the Lady her 
Ribband or Bouquet again ; but he roughly anfwcring me. Do 
you think I will give it you, when I have reflifed it to her ? 
I replyed, nay then Sir I will make you rcftore it by force, 
whereupon alfo putting on my hat and reaching at his, he to 
fave himfclf ran away, and after a long courfe in the Meadow 
finding that I had almoft overtook him, he turned ftiort, and 
runnuig to the young Lady was about to put the Ribband on 
her hand, when I feizing upon his arm, faid to the young Lady, 
it was I that gave it. Pardon me, quoth fhe, it is he that gives 
it me : I faid then. Madam, I will not contradift you, but if 
he dare fay that I did not conftrain him to give it, I will fight 

laft of that illuftrious and ancient line, who took for their Motto, Dieu 
aydc au premier Chretien ! The Duchefs of Ventadour, mentioned 
above, was Margaret, fecond daughter of the Conftable, and wife of 
Anne de Levi Duke of Ventadour. 

with 
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with him. The French gentleman anfwered nothing thereunto 
for the prefent, and fo conduced the young Lady again to the 
Caftle. The next day I defired Mr. Aurelian Townfend to tell 
the French Cavalier that either he muft confefs that I conftrained 
him to reftore the Ribband, or fight with me ; but the gentleman 
feeing him unwilling to accept of this Challenge, went out from 
the place, whereupon I following him, fome of the gendemen 
that belonged to the Conftable taking notice hereof acquainted 
him therewith, who fending for the French Cavalier, checked 
him well for his Saucinefs, in taking the Ribband away from his 
grandchild, and afterwards bid him depart his houfe; and this 
was all that I ever heard of the gentleman, with whom I 
proceeded in that m.anner becaufe I thought my lelf obliged there- 
unto by the oath * taken when I was made Knight of the Bath, as 
I formerly related upon this occafion, 

I muft remember alfo that three other times I engaged my felf 
to challenge men to fight with me, who I conceived had mjured 
Ladies and Gentlewomen, one was in defence of my cozen Sir 
Francis Newport's daughter, who was married to John Barker of 

* This oath is one remnant of a fuperftitious and romantic Age, which 
an Age, calling itfelf enlightened, ftill retains. The (biemn fervicc at 
the invefliture of Knights, which has not the leaft connexion with any 
thing holy, is a piece of the fame proline Pageantry. The Oath being 
no longer fuppofed to bind, it is ftrange mockery to invoice Heaven on fo 
trifling an occafion. It wou'd be more ftrange if every Knight, like the 
too confcientious Lord Herbert, thought bimfelf bound to cut a man's 
throat every time a Mils loft her topknot ! 

6 Hamon, 
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Hamon, whofe younger brother and heir t * * 

* ♦ ♦ # * « # 

icnt him a challenge, which to this day he never anfwered, and 
wou'd have 4}eaten him afterwards, but that I was hindred by 
my uncle Sir Francis Newport. 

I had another occafion to challenge one Captain Vaughan, who 

I conceived offered fome Injury to my fitter the Lady Jones of 

Abarmarlas : I fent him a Challenge which he accepted, the 

place between us being appointed beyond Greenwich, with fe- 

conds on both fides ; hereupon I coming to the King's Head in 

Greenwich, with intention the next morning to be in the place, 

I found the houfe befet with at lead an hundred perfons, pardy 

fent by the Lords of the Privy Counfell, who gave order to 

apprehend me, I hearing thereof defired my fervant to bring my 

horfes as far as he cou'd fixxn my lodging, but yet within fight 

of mte i which being done, and all this company coming to lay 

hold on me, I and my fecond, who was my cozen James Price 

of Hanachly, fallyed out of the doors, with our fwords drawn, 

and in fpight of that multitude made our way to our horfes, 

where my fervant very honeftly oppofing himfelf againft thofe 

who wou'd have laid hands upon us, while we got up on horie* 

back^ was himfelf laid hold on by them, and evil treated, which 

I perceiving rid back again, and with my fword in my hand 

refeued him, and afterwards feeing him get on horfeback, charged 

them.to go any where rather than to follow me i riding afterwards 

t This (pace is left blank, becaufc there is certainly fomething want- 
ing in the original. 

widk 
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>vith my fccond to the place appointed, I found nobody there, 
which as I heard afterwards, happened becaufe the Lords of the 
Counfell taking notice of this difference apprehended him, and 
chained him in his MajefVy's name not to fight with me, fincc 
otherwife I believed he wou'd not have failed. 

The third that I queftioned in this kind was a Scotch gentle- 
man, who taking a Ribband in the like manner from Mrs. Mid- 
dlemore a Maid of Honor, as was done from the young Lady 
abovementioned, in a back room behind Queen Ann's lodgings 
in Greenwich ; (he likewife defu-ed me to get her the faid Ribband, 
I repaired as formerly to him in a courteous manner to demand 
It, but he rcfufmg as the French Cavalier did, I caught him by 
the Neck, and had almoft thrown him down, when company 
came in and parted us ; I ofFer'd likewife to fight with this gen- 
tleman, and came to the place appointed by Hide-Park, but this 
alfo was interrupted by order of the Lords of the Counfell, and 
I never heard more of him, 

Thefe pafTages tho different in time I have related here to- 
gether, both for the fimilitude of Argument, and that it may 
appear how ftriftly I held my felf to my Oath of Knighthood i 
fince for the reft I can truly fay, that tho I have lived in the 
Armies and Courts of the greateft Princes in Chriftcndom, yet I 
never had a quarrel with man for mine own fake, fo that altho 
in mine own nature I was ever cholerick and hafty, yet I never 
without occafion given- quarrelled with any body, and as little 
did any body attempt to give me offence, as having as clear a 

Reputation 
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Reputation for my Courage as whofoever of my time. For my 
friends often I have hazarded my felf, but never yet drew my fword 
for my own lake fingly, as hateing ever the doing of Injury, con- 
tenting my felf only to refent them when they were ofFer'd mc. 
After this digreffion I (hall return to my Hiftory. 

That brave Conftable in France teftifying now more than for- 
merly his regard of me, at liis departure from Merlou to his 
feir houfc at Chantilly, five or fix miles diftant, faid he left 
that Caftle to be commanded by me, as alfo his Forefts and 
Chafes which were well ftored with wild Boar and Stag, and that 
I might hunt them when I pleafed : He told me alfo that if I 
wou'd learn to ride the great Horfc, he had a Stable there of 
fome fifty, the beft and choiceft as was thought in France, and 
that his Efcuyer called Monfieur de Difancour nor inferior to 
Pluvenel or Labrovc fhou'd teach me. I did with great thank- 
fuUnefs accept his offer, as being very much addided to the 
cxercife of riding great Horfes ; and as for hunting in his Fo- 
refts I told him I fhould ufe it fparingly, as being defirous to 
preferve his Game ; he commanded alfo his Efcuyer to keep a 
Table for me, and his Pages to attend me, the chief of whom 
was Monfieur de Mennon> who proving to be one of the beft 
Jiorfemen in France, keeps now an Academy in Paris j and here 
I (hall recount a little pafTage betwixt him and his mafter, that 
the inclination of the French at that time may appear, there 
being fcarce any man thought worth tlie looking on, that had 
not killed fome other in duell; 

K Mennon 
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Mcnnon defining to many a ncece of Mohficur Difancour, 
who it was thought Ihou'd be his heir, was thus anfwcrcd by 
him; Friend, it is not time yet to marry, I will teli you what 
you muft do -, if you will be a brave man, you muft firft kill 
in fingle combat two or three men, then afterwards marry and 
ingender two or three children, or the World will neither have 
got nor loft by you ; of which flxange counfell Difancour was no 
otherwife the Author than as he had been an example at leaf): of 
the former part, it being his fortune to have fought three or four 
brave duelis in his time. 

And now as every morning I mounted the great Horfe, fb 
in the afternoons I many times went a Hunting, the manner of 
which was this : The Duke of Montmorency having given order 
to the Tenants of the Town of Merlou, and fome Villages ad- 
joyning, to attend me when I went a Hunting, they upon my 
Summons ufually repaired to thofe Woods where I intended to 
find my Game, with Drums and Mufquets, to the number of 60 
or 80, and fometinnies 100 or more perfons, they entring die 
Wood on that fide with that noyfc, difcharging their pieces and 
beating their faid Drums, we on the other fide of the faid Wood 
having placed Maftiffs and Grey-Hounds to the number of 20 
or 30, which Monfieur de Montmorency kept near his Caftle, 
expeded thofe beafts they fhou'd force out of the Wood ; if Stags 
or Wild Boars came forth we commonly fpared them purfoing 
only the Wolves, which were there in great number, of which 
are found two forts -, the MaltifF Wolf thick and (hort, th6 he 
cou*d not indeed run faft, yet wou*d fight with our Dogs; the 

Grey- 
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Grey-Hound Wolf long and fwift, who many times efcaped our 
bed Dogs, *th6 when he were overtaken eafily killed by us, 
without making much refiftances of both thefe forts I killed 
divers with my fword, while I ftayed there. 

^ One time adib it was my fortune to kill a Wild Boar in this 
manner; the Boar being rouzcd from his den fled before our 
Dogs for a good Ipace, but finding them prefs him hard turned 
his head againft our Dog»> and hurt three or four of them very 
dangeroufly, I came on Horfeback up to him^ and with my 
(word thruft him twice or thrice without entring his (kin, the 
blade being noc fo ftiff as it fhou*d be ; the Boar hereupon turned 
upon noc, and much endangered my Horfe, which I perceiving 
rid a little oiit of the way, and leaving my Horfc with my 
Lacky^ returned with my fword againft the Boar, who by this 
time had hurt more Dogs, and here happened a pretty kind 
of Fight> for when I thruft at the Boar fometimes with my 
fwordy wluch in fpmc places I made enter, the Boar wou*d run 
at me, whofe Tufks yet by ftepping a litde out of the way I 
avoided, but he then turning upon me, the Dogs came in, and 
drew him ofl^ fa that he fell upon them, which I perceiving 
ran at the Boar with my fword again, which made him turn 
upon me, but then the Dogs pulled him from me again, while 
fo relieving one another by turns, we killed the Boar. At this 
Chace Monfieur Diiancgur and Mennon were prefent, as alfo 
Mr. Townfcnd, yet fo as they did endeavour rather to withdraw 
me from than aflift me in the danger. Of which Boar fome 
part being well fcafoncd and larde(J, I prelented to my un- 
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kle Sir Francis Newport in Shropfhire, and found moft ex- 
cellent meat. 

Thus having pafled a whole Summer, partly in thefe exercifes, 
and partly in vifits of the Duke of Montmorency at his fair houfe 
in Chantilly, which for its extraordinary fairnefs and fituation I 
(hall here defcribe : 

A litde River defcending from fome higher grounds in a 
Country which was almoft all his own, and falling at laft upon 
a Rock in the middle of a Valley, which to keep its way for- 
wards, it muft on one or other fide thereof have declined; 
Some of the Anceftors of the Montmorencys to eafe the River 
of this labour, made divers Channels through this Rock to give 
it a free pafllige, dividing the Rock by that means into little 
Iflands, upon which he built a great ftrong- Caftle, joyned to- 
gether with Bridges, and fumptuoufly furniflred- with Hangings 
of Silk and Gold, rare Pidures and Statues ; all which Build- 
ings united as I formerly told, were incompafled about with 
Wat^r, which was paved with Stone (thofe which were ufed in 
the building of the Houfe were drawn from thence). One 
might fee the huge Carps, Pike and Trouts, which were kept 
i 1 feveral divifions, gliding along the Waters very eafiJy, yet 
nothing in my opinion added fo much to the glory of this 
Caftle as a Foreft adjoyning clofe to it, and upon a level with 
the Houfe; for being of a very large extent, and fct thick both 
with tall Trees and Underwoods, the whole Foreft which was* 
rvplcnilhcd with Wild Boar, Stag, and Roe-Deer, was cut ouc 

t into 
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into long Walks every way, fo that altho die Dogs nnight fol- 
low their Chace through the Thickets, the Huntfmen might ride 
along the faid Walks, and meet or overtake their Game in fome 
one of them, they being cut with that Art, that they led to all 
th« parts in the faid Foreft; and here alfo I have hunted the 
Wild Boar divers times, both then and afterwards, when his 
fon the Duke of Montmorency fucceeded him in the poflcflion 
of that incomparable place- 

And there I cannot but remenaber the diredron the Old Con- 
ftable gave me to return, to his Caftlc out of this admirable 
Labirinth, telling me I (hou'd look upon what fide the Trees. 
were rougheft and hardeft, which being found I might be confi- 
dent that part fl:dod Northward, which being obferved I might 
eafily find the Eaft, as being on the right hand, and fo guide 
my way home,. 

How much this Houfe, together with the Foreft hath been^ 
valued by great Princes, may appear by two litde Narratives I 
fliall here infert : Charles the fifth the great Emperor, pafling in 
the time of Franfoy the firft, from Spain into the Low Countreys 
by the way of France, was entertained for fome time in this 
Houfe, by a Duke of Montmorency who was likewife Coneftable 
de France, after he had taken diis Palace into his confideration 
with the Forefts adjoyniog, faid he wou'd willingly give one of 
bis Provinces in the Low Countreys for fuch a place, there being; 
as he thought no where fuch a fituation. 

Henry 



v^Y^m ■ 



6« T H E L I r E O F 

Henry the fourth alfo was defirous of this Houfe, and offered 
to exchange any of his Houfes, widi much more Lands than his 
Eftate thereabouts was worth ; to which die Duke of Montmo- 
rency made this wary anfwer j Sieur, k maifon eft a vous, mais 
que je fois Ic concierge: which in Englilh founds thus; Sir, the 
Houfe is yours, but give me leave to keep it for you. 

When I had been at Merlou about fome eight mondis, and 
attain'd as was thought the knowledge of Horfemanlhip, I came 
to the Duke of Montmorency at * St. Ilee, and after due thanks 
for his favours, took my leave of him to go to Paris, where* 
upon the good old Prince embracing me, and calling me fon, 
bid me farewell, aHuring me neverthelefs he (hou*d be glad of 
any occafion hereafter to tcftifie his Love and Eftcem for me; 
telling me further, he fhou'd come to Paris himfdf Ihortly, wlierc 
he hoped to fee me ; from hence I returned to Merlou, where 
I gave Monfieur Difancour fuch a prefent as abundantly requited 
the charges of my Diet, and the pains of his Teaching. Being 
now ready to fet forth, a gentleman from the Duke of Mont- 
morency came to me, and told me his matter wou'd not let mc 
go without giving me a prefent, which I might keep as an 
eameft of his afFeftion j whereupon alfo a Genet, for whicJi the 
Duke had fent cxprefsly into Spain, and which coft him there 
500 Crowns, as I was told, was lMX)ught to mc. The greatnels 
of this ^ft, together with other Courtefies received, did not a 
little trouWe me, as not knowing then how to requite them* 

'^ Sic orig. But it is probably a blunder of the Traiifcribcr for Chantilly. 
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I wou'd have given my Horfes I had there, which were of great 
value to him, but that I thought them too mean a prefent, but 
the Duke alfo flifpefting that I meant to do fb jx^evented me ; 
faying, that as I loved him, I fhou'd think upon no requital, 
while I ftay'd in France, but when I came into England, if I fent 
him a Mare that ambled naturally, I fhou'd much gratifie him ; 
I told the Meflengcr I (hou'd ftrive both that way and every way 
clfe to declare my thaiAflillnefs, and fo difmift the Meflcnger widi 
a good Reward* 

Coming now to Paris, through the recommendation of the Lord 
Ambaflfador, I was received to the Houfe of that incomparable 
Schollar Jlaac Cawfabon, by whofe leam'd Convcrfadon I much 
benefitted my felf, befides I did apply my felf much to know 
the ufe of my Anns, and to ride the great Horfe, playing on 
the I^ute, and Singing according to the Rules of the French, 
Mafters. 

Sometimes alfo I went to the Court of the French King, 
Henry the fourth, who upon information of me in the Garden, 
at the Tuileries, received me with all courtefie, embracing mt in 
his arms, and holding me fome while there. I went fometimcs 
dfo CO die Court of Queen Margaret at the Hoftel, called by her 
name 5 and here I faw many Balls or Ma(ks, in all which it pleafed 
that Queen publickly to place me next to her Chau", not without 
the wonder of fome, and the envy of another who was wont to have 
that favour. I Ihall recount one accident which happened while I 
was there. 

AU 
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All things being ready for the Ball, and every one being 
in their place, and I my lelf next to the Queen, expe&ing 
when the Dancers wou'd come in, one knockt at the door fome- 
what louder than became, as I thought, a very civil perfonj 
when he came in, I remember there was a fudden whilper 
among the Ladies, faying, Cell Monfieur Balagny, or 'tis Mon- 
fieur Balagny; whereupon alfo I faw the Ladies and Gende- 
women one after another invite him to fit near them, and which 
is more, when one Lady had his company a while, another would 
fay, you have injoyed him long enough, I muft have him now ; 
at which bold Civility of theirs, tho I were aftonilhed, yet it 
added unto my wonder, that his perfon cou'd not be thought 
at moft but ordinary handfome ; his Hair, which was cut veiy 
fliort, half grey, his Doublet but of Sackcloth cut to his Shirt, 
and his Breeches only of plain grey Cloth -, informing my felf 
by fome ftandcrs by who he was, I was told that he was one 
of die gallenteft men in the World, as having killed eight or 
nine men in fingle fight, and that for this reafon the Ladies 
made fo much of him, it being the manner of all French women 
to cherifh gallant men, as thinking they cou'd not make fo 
much of any elfe with the fafety of their honor. This Cavalier 
'tho his Head was half grey, he had not yet attained the age of 
thirty years, whom I have thought fit to remember more parti- 
cularly here, becaufe of fome paffagcs that happened afterwards 
betwixt him and me, at die Siege of Juliers, as I fhall tell in it*s 
place. 

Having 
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Having paft thus all the Winter, untill abvout the latter end 
of January, without any fuch memorable accident iis I Ihall tiiinlc 
fit to fet down particularly, I took my leave of the French 
King, Queen Margaret, and the Nobles and Ladies in both 
Courts ; at which time the Princefs of Conti dcfired me to carry 
a Scarf into England, and prefcnt it to Queen Ann on her 
part, which being accepted, my felf and Sir Thomas Lucy (whofc 
fecond I had been twice in France, againft two Cavaliers of 
our Nation, who yet were hindered to fight with us in tlie field, 
where we attended them) we came on our way as far as Diep 
in Normandy, and there took Ship about the beginning of Fe- 
bruary, when fo furious a Storm arofe, that with very great 
danger we were at Sea all night; the matter of our Ship loft 
both the ufe of his Compals and his Reafon; for not knowing 
whither he was carried by the Tempeft^ all die help he had 
was by the Lightings, which together with Thunder very fre- 
quendy that night terrified him, yet gave the advantage fome* 
times to difcover whether we were upon our Coaft, to which 
he thought by the courfe of his GlafTes we were near approached; 
and now towards day we found our felves, by great Providence 
of God, within view of Dover, to which the matter of our Ship 
did make. The men of Dover rifing by rimes in the morning 
to fee whether any Ship were coming towards them, were in 
great numbers upon the Shoar, as believing the Tempett, .which 
had thrown down Barns and Trees near the Town, might give 
them the benefit of fome Wreck, if perchance any Ship were 
driven thitherwards ; we coming thus in extream danger flraight 
upon the Peer of Dover, which ftanda out in the Sea, pur Ship 
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was unfortunately fplit againft it j the maftcr faid, Mes Amies 
nous fonnmes perdus; or my friends we are call away; when 
myfelf who heard the Ship crack againft the Peer, and then 
found by the matter's words it was time for every one to fave 
themfelvcs, if they cou'd, got out of my Cabin ('tho very Sca- 
fick) and climing up the Maft a little way, drew my fword 
and flouriftied it; they at Dover having this fign given them, 
adventured in a Shallop of fix Oars to relieve us, which being 
come with great danger to the fide of our Ship, I got into it 
firft with my fword in my hand, and called for Sir Thomas 
Lucy, faying, that if any man ofltr'd to get in before him, I 
fhou'd refift him with my fword, whereupon a faithful! fcnrant 
of his taking Sir Thomas Lucy out of the Catxn, who was 
half dead of Sea-ficknefs, put him into my Arms, whom after 
I had received, I bid the Shalop make away for Shoar^ and the 
rather that I faw another Shalop coming to relieve us ; when a 
Poll fi-om France, who carried Letters, finding the Ship ftiU 
rent more and more, adventured to leap 6pom the top of our 
Ship into the Shalop, where falling fortunately on fomc of the 
ftronger Tymbcr of the Boat, and not of the Planks^ which he 
muft needs have broken> and fo funk us, had he fallen upon 
them, efcaped together with us two, unto the Land; I mull con- 
fefs myfelf, as alfo die Seamen that were in the Shak>p, thought 
once to have kiHed him for this delperate attempt, but finding 
no harm followed, we efcaped together unto* the Land, from 
whence w^ lent more Shflops, and fo made moans, to fave^both 
men and horfes that were in the Ship, which yet itlcJf was wholy 
iplit and call away, in fa much that in pity t<^ the mafter> Sir 

Thomas 
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Thomas Lucy and my fclf gave thirty Pounds towards his Lofs, 
which yet was not fo great as we thought^ fince die Tide now 
ebbing he recover'd the broken parts of his Ship. 

Coming thus to London and afterwards to Court, I kifled his 
Majeflies hand, and acquainted him with fome Particulars con- 
cerning France. As for the Prefent I had to deliver to her Ma- 
jelly from the Princefs of Conty, I thoughr fit rather to fend it by 
one of the Ladies that attended her, than to prefume to demand 
audience of her in Perfon: but her Majefly not fatisfied herewith, 
commanded me to attend her, and demanded divers Qucftions of 
me concerning that Princefs and the Courts in France, faying fhc 
wou'd fpcak more at large with me at fbme other time, for which 
puipofe fbc commanded me to wait on her often, wifhing me to 
advife her what Prefent fhe mi^ return back again. 

Howbcit not many weeks after I rctura'd to my Wife and 
Family again, where I paffed fbme tinie, partly in my Studies 
and partly riding the great Horfe, of which I had a Stable well 
fiirnifh*d ; no Horfe yet was fo dear to me as the Genet, I brought 
from France, whofc Love I had fo gotten that he wou*d fuffcr 
none elfe to ride him, nor indeed any man to come near him, 
when I was upon him, as being in his nature a mod: furious 
Horfe ; his true Pidhire may be feen in the Chappel Chamber 
in my Houfe^ where I am. painted riding him, and this Motto 
by me. 

Me totum Bonitas bonum fuprema 
Reddas s me intrepidum dabo vel ipfe, 

ha This 
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' This Horfe as loon as ever I came to the Stable wou'd neigh 
and when I drew nearer him wou*d lick my hand, and (when I 
fufFer'd him) my Cheek, but yet wou'd permit nobody to come 
near his Heels at the fame time. Sir Thomas L.ucy wou'd have 
given me 200/. for this Horfe, which 'tho I wou*d not accept, 
yet I left the Horfe with him when I went to the Low-Countrysj 
who not long after died. The occafion of my going thither was 
thus, hearing that a war about die Title of Cleave, Julicrs and 
fome other Provinces betwixt the Low-Countrys and Germany 
fhou'd be made, by the feveral pretenders to it, and that the 
French King himfelf wou'd come with a great Army into thofe 
Parts : It was now the Year of our Lord 16 10 when my ♦ Lord 
Shandois and myfelf refolved to take Shipping for the Low- 
Countrys, and from thence to pafs ta the City of Juliers, which 
the Prince of Orange refolved to beliege j making all haft thither 
we found the Siege newly begun ^ the Low Country Army aflifted 
by 4000 Englifli under the command of Sir Edward Cecil. We 
had not been long there, when the Marfhall de Chartres inftead 
of Henry the 4th, who was killed by that Villain RavalUac, 
came with a brave French Army thither, in which Monfieur 
Balagny, I formerly mention'd, was a Colonel. 

My Lord Shandois lodged himfelf in the Quarters where Sir 
Horace Vcre was, I went and quarter'd with Sir Edward Cccill, 
where I was lodged next to him in a Hutt I made there, go- 

♦ Grey Bridges Lord Chandos, made a Knight of the Bath at the cre- 
ation of Charles Duke of York 1604; ^^ called for his hofpitality and 
magaificence, the Kiog of Cotfwold. 

ing 
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ing yet both by day and night to the Trenches, we making our 
approaches to the Town on one fide and the French on the 
other. Our Lines were drawn towards the point of a Bulwark 
of the Cittadel or Caftle, thought to be one of the beft Forti- 
fications in Chriftiandom, and incompafled about with a deep 
wet ditch, we loft many men in making thefe approaches, the 
Town and Caftle being very well provided both with great and 
fmall Shot, and a Garrifon in it of about 4000 men befidcs the 
Burghers; Sir Edward Cecill (who was a very aftive General) 
ufed often during this Siege, to go in perfon in the night time, 
to try whether he cou'd catch any Sentinells perdues ; and for 
thispurpofe ftill defir'd me to accompany him, in performing 
whereof both of us did much hazard our fclves, for the firft 
Sentinell retiring to the fecond, and the fecond to the third, 
three Shots were commonly made at us, before we cou'd do 
any thing, *th6 afterwards chafing them with our Swords almoft 
home unto their Guards, we had fbmc fport in die purfuit of 
them. 

One day Sir Edward Cecill and myfelf coming to the ap- 
proaches that Monfieur de Balagny had made towards a Bull- 
wark or Baftion of that City, Monfieur de Balagny in the pre* 
fence of Sir Edward Cecill and diverfe Englifli and French cap- 
tains then prefent, faid " Monfieur, On dit, que vous etes un 
des plus braves de votre Nation, et Je fuis Balagny, allons voir 
qui faira le mieux; They fay, you are one of the braveft of 
your Nation, and I am Balagny, let us fee who will do beft i" 
whereupon leaping fuddainly out of the Trenches with his Sword 

drawn. 
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drawn, I did in the like manner as fuddainly follow him, both 
of us in the mean while ftriving who Ihou'd be foremoft, which 
being perceiv'd by thofe of the Bullwark and Cortine oppofite 
to us, three or four hundred Shot at leaft, great and fmall, were 
made againft us. Our running on forwards in emulation of each 
other was the caufe that all the Shots fell betwixt us and die 
Trench from which we fallied. When MonGeur Balagny, finding 
fuch a ftorm of Bullets, faid, " par Dieu il fait bien chaud, it is 
very hot here j" I anfwer'd briefly thus, ^ Vous en ires primier, 
autrement Je n'iray jamais ; You fhall go firft or clfe I will never 
go ;" hereupon he ran with all fpeed, and fomcwhat crouching 
towards the Trenches, I followed after leafurely and upright, and 
yet came within the Trenches before they on the Bullwark or 
Cortine cou'd charge again, which paflTage afterwards being re* 
lated to the Prince of Orange, he faid it was a ftrange Bravado of 
Balagny, and that we went to an unavoydable death. 

I cou'd relate diverfe things of note concerning myftlf, during 
this Siege, but do forbear, leaft I ihou'd relifh too much of Va- 
nity; it (hall fuffice that my paffing over the Ditch unto the 
Wall, firft of all the Nations there, is fet down by William 
Crofts Mafter of Arts, and Soldier, who hath written and printed 
the Hiftory of the Low-Countrys. 

There happened during this Siege a particular Quarrel betwixt 
me and the • Lord of Walden, eldeft fon to the Earl of Suf- 

♦ Theophilus Lord Howard of Walden, ejdeft fon of Thomas Eari of 
Sufiblk, whom he fucceeded in the title, and was Knight of the Garter, 
Conftable of Dover-CafUe, and Captain of the Baad of Penfioners. 

folk. 
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folk. Lord Treafurer of England at that time, which I do but 
unwillingly relate, in regard of the great efteem I have of that 
noble family, howbeit to avoid Mifreports I have thought fit to 
fet it down truly ; that Lord having been invited to a Feaft in 
Sir Horace Vere's Quarters, where (after the Low-Country man- 
ner) there was liberal drinking, returned not long after to Sir 
Edward Cecil's Quarters, at which time, I fpeaking merrily to 
him, upon fome flight occafion, he took that offence at me, 
which he would not have done at another time, infomuch that 
he came towards mc in a violent manner, which I perceiving 
did more than half way meet him; but the Company were la 
vigilant upon us that before any blow paft we were fcparated ; 
howbeit becaufe he made towards me, I thought fit the next 
day to fend him a Challenge, telling him that if he had any 
thing to fey to me, I wou'd meet him in fuch a place as na 
man fliou'd interrupt us, Shordy after this Sir Thomas Paytoa 
came to me on his part, and told me my Lord wou'd fight 
with me on Horieback with fingle fword,. and faid he, I will 
be his fecond : where is yours ? I replied that neither his Lord- 
fhip nor myfelf brought over any great Horfes with us ; that 
I knew he might much better borrow one than myfelf: howbeit 
aa< iooQ as he (hewed me the place, he ihou'd find me there 
on Horfeback or on Foot ; whereupon both of us riding together 
upon two Geldings to the fide of a Wood, Payton faid he 
chofe. that place, and the time break of day the next morning;. 
I told htm. I wou'd feil neither place nor time, ^thd I knew 
not where ta get a better Horie than the Nag T rid on; and 
as for a fecond I fhaU truft tQ your Noblene(s> who I know 

6 will 
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Avill fee fair play betwixt us, 'tho you come on his fide : But he 
urging me again to provide a fecond, I told him I cou'd promifc 
for none but myfelf, and that if I fpoke to any of my friends in 
the Armv to this purpofc, I doubted leaft the bufinefs might be 
difcover'd and prevented* 

He v/as no fooner gone from me, but night drew on, myfelf 
refolving in the mean time to reft under a fair oak all night; 
after tliis, tying my Horfe by the bridle unto another tree, I 
had not now refted two hours, when I found fome fires nearer 
to me than I thought was poflible in fo folitary a place, where- 
upon alfo having the curiofity to fee the reafon hereof, I got on 
Horfeback again, and had not rode very far when by the talk 
of the Soldiers there, I found I was in the Scotch Quarter, 
where finding in a ftable a very fair Horfe of fervice, I defired 
to know whether he might be bought for any reafonable fum of 
Money, but a Soldier replying it was their Captain's, Sir James 
Arefkin's chief Horfe, I demanded for Sir James, but the Sol- 
dier anfwering he was not within the Quarter, I demanded then 
for his Lieutenant, whereupon the Soldier courteoufly defired 
him to con^ to me; this Lieutenant was called Montgomery, 
and had the reputation of a gallant man; I told him that I 
wou'd very fain buy a Horfe, and if it were poflible the Horfe 
I faw but a little before ; but he telling me none was to be fold 
there, I oflFer'd to leave m his hands loo pieces, if he wou*d lend 
me a good Horfe for a day or two, he to reftorc me the Money 
again when I delivered him the Horfe in good plight^ and did be- 
fides bring him fome prefent as a gratuity. 

The 
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The Lieutenant, 'tho he did not know me, fufpefted I had 
fome private Quarrel, and that I defired this Horfc to fight on, 
and thereupon told me. Sir, whofoever you are, you feem to be 
a perfon of worth, and you (hall have the beft Horfc in the ftable ; 
and if you have a Quarrel and want a fecond, I offer myfelf to 
ferve you upon another Horfe, and if you will let me go along 
with you upon thcfe terms, I will afk no pawn of you for the 
Horfe. 1 told him I wou'd ufe no fecond, and I defired him to 
accept 100 pieces, which I had there about me, in pawn for the 
Horfe, and he (hou'd hear from me fhortly again ; and that tho 
I did not take his noble offer of coming along with me, I fliou'd 
evermore refl much obliged to him 5 whereupon giving him my 
purfc with the money in it, I got upon his Horfe and left my 
Nag befides with him. 

Riding thus away about twelve o'Clock at night to the Wood 
from whence I came, I alighted from my Horfe and retted 
there 'till morning ; the day now breaking I got on Horfcback, 
and attended the Lord of Waldcn with liis fecond. The firft 
perfon that appeared was a Footman, who I heard afterwards 
was fent by the Lady of Walden, who as foon as he faw me, 
ran back again widi all Ipeed ; I meant once to purfue him, but 
that I thought it better at laft to keep my place. About 
two hours after Sir William St. Leiger, now Lord Prefidcnt of 
Munfter, came to me, and told me he knew the caufe of my 
being there, and that the bufinefs was difcover'd by the Lord 
Walden's rifing fo early that morning, and the fufpicion that he 
meant to fight with me, and had Sir Thomas Payton with him, 

M and 
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and that he wou'd ride to him, 4>nd tli4t tho"€ were 30 or 40 fent 
after us, to hiadcr us from meeting j Ihortljr after many more 
came to the place where I was, and told me I muft not fight, 
and that they were fent for the fame purpofe, and that it was 
to np purpofe to ftay there, and thence rode to feck the Lord 
qf Walden ; I ftayed yet two hours Ipriger, but finding ftiU more 
company came in, rode back again to the Scotch Quarters, and 
delivered the Horfe back again, and received my Money and Nag 
from Lieutenant Montgomery, and fo withdrew myfelf to the 
French Quarters, 'till I did find fome convenient time to fend 
again to the Lord Waklen. 

Being among the French, I remembered myfelf of the bravado ' 
of Monfieur Balagny, and coming to him told him, I knew 
how brave a man he was, and that as he had put me to one 
tr)'aU of daring, when 1 was laft with him in his Trenches, I 
wou'd put him to another ; faying I heard he had a £ur Mif- 
trefs, and that the Scarf he wore was her gift, and that I wou'd 
maintain I had a worthier Miftrefs th^ he, and that I wou'd 
do as much for her fake as he, or any eKe durit do for his^ 
IBakgny hereupon looking merrily upon me, faid;, if we fhall 
try who is the abler man to ferve his Miflrefs, let both of us 
get two Wenches, and he that dotli his bufinefs beft. Jet him 
be die braver man ; and that for his part, he had no mind ta 
fight on that QuarreU ; I looking hereupon fomewhat difdainfully 
on him, faid he fpoke more like a Paillard than a Cavalier, to 
which he anfwcring nothing I rid my wayes, and afterwards 
i^cnt to Monfieur T^-aiata a French Gentleman that belonged to 

5 the 
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the Duke of Montmorency, formerly mentioned; who telling nie 
he had a Quarrel with another Gentleman, I offered to be his 
fecond, but he faying he was provided already, I rode thence to 
the Englilh Quarters, attending fome fitt occafion to fend again 
to the Lord Walden; I came no fooner thither, but I found 
* Sir Thomas Sommerfct with 1 1 or 12 more in the head of the 
Englilh, who were then drawing forth in a Body or Squadron, 
who feeing me on Horfeback, with a Footman only that attended 
me, gave me fome affronting words, for my Quarrelling with 
the Lord of Walden; whereupon I alighted, and giving my 
Horfe to my Lacky, drew my fword, which he no fooner faw 
but he drew his, as alfo all the Company with him, I running 
hereupon amongft them, put by fome of their Thrufts, and 
making towards him in particular put by a Thruft of his, and 
had certainly run him through, but that one Lieutenant Pri- 
chard, at that inftani taking me by the Shoulder, turned me 
afide, but I recovering myfelf again ran at him a fecond time, 
which he perceiving retired himfelf with the Company to the 
Tents which were near, 'tho not fo faft but I hurt one Proger, 
and fome others alfo that were with him j but they being all 
at laft got within the Tents, I finding now nothing eMc to b^ 
done, got tx) my Horfe again, having received only a flight hurt 

♦ He was third fon of Edward Earl of Worccfter, Lord Privy Seal to 
Qi Elizabetli and K, James. Sir Thomas was Matter of the Horfe to 
Q. Anne, was made a Knight of the Bath in 1 604, and Vifcount So- 
mcrfet of CafTcl in Ireland. 
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on the outfide of my Ribs, and two Thrufts, the one through 
the (kirts of my Doublet, and the other through my Breeches, 
and about 1 8 nicks upon my fword and hilt, and fo rode to the 
Trenches before Juliers, where our Soldiers were. 

Not long after this the Town being now furrendered, and 
every body preparing to go their ways, I fent again a gentle- 
man to the Lord of Walden to offer him the meeting with my 
fword, but this was avoided not very handfomely by him (con- 
trary to what Sir Henry Rich, now Earle of Holland, perfwaded 
him.) 

After having taken leave of his Excellency Sir Edward Cecil!, 
I thought fit to return on my way homewards as far as Duf- 
feldorp ; I had been fcarce two hours in my Lodgings when one 
Lieutenant Hamilton brought a Letter from Sir James Arefkin 
(who was then in Town likewife) unto me, the cfFedl where- 
of was, that in regard his Lieutenant Montgomery had told 
him that I had the faid James Arefkin's confent for borrowing 
his Horfe, he did defire me to do one of two things, which was 
cither to difavow the faid words, which he thought in his Con- 
fcience I never fpake, or if I wou'd juftifie them, then to ap- 
point time and place to fight with him ; having confidered a while 
what I was to do in this cafe, I told Lieutenant Hamilton that I 
thought myfelf bound in honour to accept the more noble part 
of his Propofition, which was to fight with him, when yet per- 
chance it might be eafy enough for me to fay that I had his 
Horle upon other terms than was afiirmed j whereupon alfo giv- 
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ing Lieutenant Hamilton the length of my fword, I told him 
that as fbon as ever he had matched it, I wou'd fight widi him, 
wifhing him further to make hafte, fmce I defircd to end the 
bufinefs as fpeedily as cou'd be -, Lieutenant Hamilton hereupon 
returning back met in a crofs Street (I know not by what mir 
raculous adventure) Lieutenant Montgomery, conveying divers 
of the hurt and maimed Soldiers at the Siege of St. Julies unto 
that Town, to be lodged and dreft by the Chirurgions there ; 
Hamilton hereupon calling to Montgomery, told him the effefts 
of his Captain's Letter, together widi my Anfwer, which Mont- 
gomery no fooncr heard, but he replied (as Hamilton told me 
afterwards) I fee diat noble gentleman choofeth rather to fight 
than to contradidt mes but my telling a Lie muft not be an 
occafion why either my Captain or he fhou'd hazard their Lives : 
I will alight from my Horfe, and tell my Captain prefendy how 
all that matter paft ; whereupon alfo he relating the bufinefs about 
borrowing the Horfe, in that manner I formerly fet down, which 
as foon as Sir James Arefkin heard, he fent Lieutenant Hamilton 
to me prefently again, to tell me he was fatisfied how the bufinefs 
paft, and that he had nothing to fay to me, but that he was my 
moft humble fcrvant, and was forry he ever queftioned me in. that 
manner. 

Some occafions detaining me in DufTeldorp, the next day Lieu- 
tenant Montgomery came to me, and told me he was in danger of 
loofmg his place, and defired me to make means to his Excellency 
the Prince of Orange that he might not be cafhired, or clfe that- 
he was undone; 1 told him that cither 1 would keep him in his 

place, , 



84 T H E L I F E O P 

place, or take him as my Companion and Friend, and allow him 
fufHcient Means 'till I cou'd provide him another a$ good as it ; 
which he taking very kindly, but defiring chiefly he might go with 
my Letter to the Prince of Orange, I obtained at laft he fhou*d be 
rellored to his place again. 

And now taking boat I paft along the River of Rhine to 
the Low-Countrys, where after feme ftay, I went to Antwerj^ 
and Bruffells, and having paft fome time in the Court there, 
went from thence to Calais, where taking Ship I arrived at 
Dover and fo went to London; I had fearce been two days 
there, when the Lords of the Couniell fending for me, ended 
die difference betwixt the Lord of Walden and my felf. And now 
if I may fay it without Vanity, I was in great efteem both irt 
Court and City, many of the greateft defiring my Company, *t!h& 
yet before that time 1 had no acquaintance with chemr ♦ Richard 
Earl of Dorfet, to whom otherwife I was a ftranger, one day 
invited me to Dorfct-Houfe, where bringing mc into his Gallery 
and Ihewing me many Piftures, he at laft brought me to a frame 
covered with green Taffita, and aflct me who I thought was 
there, and therewithall prefendy drawing the Curtain fhewed mc 
my own Pidture, whereupon demanding how his Lordlhip came 
to have it, he anfwered that be had heard fo many brave things 
of me, that he got a G<^y of a Pidure which one Larkin a 
Painter drew for me, the original whereof I intended before my 

* Richard Sackville Earl of Doriet^ grandfon of the Treafurer, and htif« 
band of ihe fitmous Anne Clifford Counteft of Dorfet and Pembroke. 
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departure to the Low-Countrys for Sir Thomas Lucy ; but not 
only the Earl of Dorfct, but a :|" greater Perfon than I will here 
nominate, got another copy from Larking, and placing it after- 
wards in her Cabinet ^without that ever I knew any fuch dung 
was done) gave occafion to thofe that faw it after her death, of 
more difcourfe than I cou'd have wifht j and indeed I may truly 
fay, that taking of my Pidlure was fatal to me, for more reafons 
than I fliall think fit to deliver* 

There was a Lady alio, wife to Sir John Ayres Knight, who 
finding fome means to get a copy of my Pifture from Larkin> 
gave it to Mr. % Jfaac the Painter in Blackfriars, and defired him 
to draw it in litde after his manner, which being done fhe caufed 
it to be fet in Gold and enamell'd, and lb wore it about her Neck 
fo low that fhe hid it under her Breafb, which I conceive coming 
afterwards to the knowledge of Sir John Ayres, gave him more 
caufe of Jeabufie than needed, had he known how innocent I was 
from pretending to any thing which might wrong him or his Lady, 
fince I cou'd not fo much as imagine that either Ihc had my Pifture, 
or that fhe bare more than ordinary afFeftion to me j it is true 
that as fhe had a place in Court and attended Queen Ann, and 
was befide of an excellent Wit, and Difcourfe, fhe had made her- 
felf a confiderable Perfon; howbeit litde more than common Civi- 

f This was certainly Queen Anne, as appears from the very refpeft- 
fuH terms in which he fpeaks of her a little farther, and from other paf- 
iages, when he mentions the fecret and dangerous enemies he had on this 
account. 

X Jlaac Oliver. 
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lity ever pad: betwixt us, 'tho I confefs I think no man was wcl- 
comer to her when I came, for which I fhall alledge this Paflagc: 

Coming one day into her Chamber I faw her through the 
Curtains laying upon her Bed with a Wax Candle in one Hand, 
and the Pifture I formerly mentioned in the other. I coming 
thereupon fomewhat boldly to her, (he blew out the Candle, and 
hid the Piflure from me; myfelf thereupon being curious to 
know what that was (he held in her Hand, got the Candle to 
be lighted again, by means whereof I found it was my Pi<5hire 
ihe looked upon with more eameftnefs and PafTion than I cou'd 
have eafily believ'd, efpecially (ince myfelf was not engaged in 
any AfFeftion towards her: 1 cou'd willingly have omitted this 
PafTage, but that it was the beginning of a bloody Hiftory 
which followed : Howfoevcr yet I muft before the Eternal God 
clear her Honor. And now in Court a great Pcrlbn fent for 
me divers times to attend her, which Summons 'tho I obeyed, 
yet God knoweth I declined coming to her as much as conve- 
niently I cou'd, without incurring her dilplcafure; and this I did 
not only for very honeft Reafons, but to (peak ingenioufly, be- 
caufe that AfFeftion paflTed betwixt me and another Lady (who 
I believe was the faireft of her time) as nothing cou'd divert 
it. I had not been long in London, when a violent burning 
Fever feized upon me, which brought me almoft to my Death, 
'tho at laft I did ' by flow degrees recover my Health j being 
thus upon my amendment, the Lord ♦ Liflc afterwards Earl of 

* Robert Sidney Earl of Leicefter, younger brother of Sir Philip Sidney. 
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Lcicefter, fent mc word that Sir John Ayres intended to kill 
me in my Bed, and wiflit me to keep a Guard upon my Cham- 
ber and Perfon ; the fame advertifement was confirmed by j Lucy 
Countefs of Bedford, and the Lady J Hobby (hortly after. Here- 
upon I thought fit to intreat Sir William Herbert now Lord 
Powis, to go to Sir John Ayres, and tell him that I marvelled 
much at the information given me by thefe great Perfons, and 
that I cou'd not imagine any fufficient ground hereof-, howbeit 
if he had any thing to fay to me in a fair and noble way, I 
wou*d give him the meeting as foon as I had got ftrength enough* 
to (land upon my Legs -, Sir William hereupon brought me fo 
ambiguous and doubtful! an Anfwer from him, that whatfoever 
he meant, he wou*d not declare yet his Intention, which was 
really, as I found afterwards, to kill me any way that he cou'd, 
fince as he faid, 'tho falfely, I had whored his Wife- Finding 
no means thus to furprizc me, he fent me a Letter to this 
cffe<5l ; that he defir*d to meet me fomewhere, and that it might 
fo fall out as I might return quietly again. To this I replied, 
that if he defired to fight with me upon equal terms, I fliou'd 
upon aflurance of the field and fair play give him meeting when 
he did any way fpecifie the caufe, and that I did not think fit 
to come to him upon any other terms, having been fufficiently 
informed of his Plots to aflaflinate me. 

t Lucy Harrington, wife of Edward Ead of Bedford, a great patroncfs 
t)f the Wits and Pcets of that age. 

X Probably Anne, fccond wife of Sir Edward Hobby, a patron of Cam- 
•dcn, 
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After this, finding he cou'd take no advantage againft me, 
then in a treacherous way he refolv'd to aflaflinate me in this 
manner; hearing 1 was to come to Whitehall on Horfeback 
with two Lackies only, he attended my coming back in a place 
called Scotland-Yard, at the hither end of Whitehall, as you come 
to it from the Strand, hiding himfclf here with four men armed 
on purpofe to kill me. I took Horfe at Whitehall Gate and 
pafling by that place, he being armed with a Sword and Dag- 
ger, without giving me fo much as the lead warning, ran at 
.me furioufly, but inftead of me wounded my Horfe in the brifket, 
as far as his Sword cou'd enter for the bone ; my Horfe 
hereupon ftarting afidc, he ran him again in the (houlder, which 
tho it made the Horfe more timerous, yet gave me time to 
draw my Sword ; his men thereupon encompafled me ind wounded 
my Horfe in three places morej this made my Horfe kick 
and fling in that manner as his men durfl: not come near me, 
which advantage I took to ftrike at Sir John Ayres with all 
my force, but he warded the blow both with his Sword and 
Dagger : inftead of doing him harm, I broke my Sword within 
a foot of the hilt ; hereupon fome Paflenger that knew me, and 
obfcrving my Horfe bleeding in fo many places, and fo many 
men aflaulting me, and my Sword broken, cried to me feveral 
times, ride away, ride away j but I fcorning a bafe flight upon 
what terms focvcr, inftead thereof alighted as well as I cou*d 
from my Horfe •, I had no fooner put one foot upon the ground, 
but Sir John Ayres purfuing me, made at my Horfe again, 
which the Horfe perceiving preffed on me on the fide I alight- 
ed, in that manner that he threw me down, fo that I remained 
5 flat 
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flat upon the ground, only one foot hanging in the ftirrop, with 
that piece of a Sword in my right hand ; Sir John Ayres here- 
upon ran about the Horfe and was thrufting his Sword into me, 
when I finding myfcif in this danger did with both my arms 
reaching at his legs pull them towards me, 'till he fell down 
backwards on his head •, one of my Footmen hereupon, who 
was a little Shropfhire Boy, freed my foot out of the ftirrop^ 
the other which was a great Fellow having run away as foon as 
lie faw the firft aflault ; this gave me time to get upon my 
legs, and to put myfelf in the beft pofture I cou'd with that 
poor remnant of a weapon : Sir John Ayres by this time like- 
wife was got up, Handing betwixt me and fome part of White- 
hall, with two men on each fide of him, and his brother be- 
hind him, with at leaft 20 or 30 Perfons of his Friends or 
Attendants of the Earl of Suffolk; obferving thus a body of 
men (landing in oppofition againft me, 'tho to fpeak truly I 
faw no Swords drawn but by Sir John Ayres and his men, I 
ran violently againft Sir John Ayres, but he knowing my Sword 
had no point, held his Sword and Dagger over his head, as be- 
lieving 1 cou'd ftrike rather than thruft, which I no fooncr per- 
ceived but I put a home thruft to the middle of his breaft, that 
I threw him down with fo much force, that his head fell firft 
to the ground, and his heels upwards; his men hereupon af- 
faulted me, when one Mr. Manfel, a Glamorganfhire genthman, 
finding fo many fet againft me alone, clofed with one of them, 
a Scotch gentleman alfo clofing with another, took him off alfo ; 
all J couM v/ell do to thofe two which remained, was to ward 
their thrufts, which I did with that retblution that I got ground 

N 2 upon 



90 THELIFEOF 

upon them. Sir John Ayrcs was now got up a third tin^c, when 
I making towards him with intention to clofc, thinking that 
there was otherwife no fafcty for me, put by a thruft of his 
with my left hand, and fo coming within him, received a ftab- 
with his Dagger on my right fide, which ran down my ribs as 
far as my hip, which I feeling did with my right elbow force 
his hand together with the hilt of the Dagger fo near the up- 
per part of my right fide, that I made him leave hold. The 
Dagger now flicking in me. Sir Henry Cary afterwards Lord of 
Faulkland and Lord Deputy of Ireland, finding the Dagger thus, 
in my body fnatcht it out ; this while I being clofcd with Sir- 
John Ayres, hurt him on the head, and threw him down a 
third time, when kneeling on the ground and bcftriding him, I" 
fl:ruck at him as hard as I cou*d with my piece of a Sword, 
<md wounded him in four feveral places, and did almofl: cutoff 
his left hand ; his two men this while ftruck at me, but it 
pleafed God even miraculoufly to defend me, for when I lifted, 
up my Sword to ftrike at Sir John Ayres, I bore of their blows, 
half a dozen times; his Friends now finding him in this danger 
took him by the head and flioulders, and drew him from be- 
twixt my legs, and carrying him along with them through 
Whitehall, at the Stairs whereof he took Boat. Sir Herbert Croft: 
(as he told me afterwards) met him upon the Water vomiting . 
all the way, which I believe was caufed by the violence of the 
firft thruft I gave him -, his Servants, Brother, and Friends being 
now retired alfo, I remained matter of the place and his weapons, 
having firft wrefted his Dagger from him, and afterwards ftruck . 
his Sword out of his hand. 

5 This 
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This being done I retired to a Friend's Houfe in the Strand,, 
where I fent for a Surgeon who fearching my wound on the 
right fide, and finding it not to be mortal, cured me in the 
fpacc of fome ten days, during which time I received many 
noble Vifits and Meffages from fome of the beft in the king- 
dom. Being now fully recovered of my Hurts, I defired * Sir Ro- 
bert Harley to go to Sir John Ayres, and tell him, that 'thd 
I thought he had not fo much Honor left in him, that I cou'd 
be any way ambitious to get it, yet that I defired to fee him 
in the field with his Sword in his hand ; the Anfwer that he 
fent me was, that I had whored his Wife, and that he wou*d. 
kill me with a Mufket out of a Window. 

The Lords of the Privy CounfcU, who had firft fent for my 
Sword, that they might fee the little fragment of a Weapon 
with which I had fo behaved myfelf,, as perchance the like had 
not been heard in any credible way, did afterwards command 
both him and me to appear before them ; but I abfenting my- 
felf on purpofe, fent one Humphrey Hill with a Challenge to 
him in an Ordinary, which he rcfufing to receive, Humphrey 
Hill put it upon the point of his Sword, and fo let it fall be*- 
fore him, and the Company then prefent. 

The Lords of the Privy Counfell had now taken order to ap- 
prehend Sir John Ayres, when I finding nothing elfe to be 
done, fubmitted myfelf likewife to them. Sir John Ayres had 

♦ Knight of the Bath and Maftcr of the Mint* 
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now publifticd every where, that the ground of his Jealoufie, 
and confequently of his aflaulting me, was drawn from the Con- 
feflion of his Wife the Lady Ayres : She to vindicate her Ho- 
nor as well as free me from this Accufation, fent a Letter to 
her Aunt the Lady Crook, to this purpofe: That her Hufband 
Sir John Ayres did lie falfely, in faying that I ever whored her, 
but moft falfely of all did lie when he faid he had it from her 
Confelfion, for (he had never faid any fuch thing. 

This Letter the Lady Crook prefented to me moft opportune- 
ly as I was going to the Counfell Table before the Lords, who 
having examined Sir John Ayres concerning the caufe of his 
Quarrel againft me, found him ftill perfift on his Wife's confef- 
fion of the Faft ; and now he being withdrawn, I was fent for, 
when the * Duke of Lenox, afterwards of Richmond, telling me 
that was the ground of his Quarrel, and the only excufe he 
had for aflfaulting me in that manner ; I defired his Lordihip 
to perufe the Letter, which I told him was given mc as I came 
into the Room j this Letter being publickly read by a Clerk of 
the Counfcl, the Duke of Lenox then faid, that he thought Sir 
John Ayres the moft miferable man living, for his Wife had 
not only given him the lie, as he found by her Letter, but his 
Father had difinherited him for attempting to kill me, in that 
barbarous fafhion, which was moft true as I found afterwards. 
For the reft, that I might content myfelf with what I had done, 
it being more almoft than cou*d be believed, but that I had fo 

* Lodowic Stuart Duke of Lenox and Richmond was Lord Steward of 
Ihe Houfhold and Knight of the Garter. 
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many witncffes thereof; for all which reafons he commanded me 
in the name of his Majefty, and all their Lordfhips, not to fend 
any more to Sir John Ay res, nor to receive any Meflage from 
him, in the way of Fighting, which Commandment I obferved : 
Howbeit I muft not omit to tell, that fome years afterwards Sir 
John Ayres returning from Ireland, by Beaumaris, where I then 
was, fome of my Servants and Followers broke open the doors 
of the Houfe where he was, and wou*d (I believe) have cut 
him into pieces, but that I hearing thereof came fuddenly to the 
Houfe and recalled them, fending him word alfo, that I fcorn- 
ed to give him the ufage he gave me, and that 1 wou*d fct 
him free out of the Town, which courtefie of mine (as I was 
told afterwards) he did thankfully acknowledge. 

About a month after that Sir John Ayres attempted to aflaf- 
finate me; the news thereof was carried (I know not how) to 
the Duke of Montmorency, who prefently difpatcht a Gentleman 
with a Letter to me (which I keep) and a kind offer, that if 
I wou'd come unto him, 1 lhou*d be ufed as his own fon, nei- 
ther had this Gentleman (as I know of) any other bufinefs in 
England ; I was told bcfides by this Gentleman, that the Duke 
heard I had greater and more enemies than did publickly de- 
clare themfelves (which indeed was true) and that he doubted I 
might have a mifchicf before I was aware. 

My Anfwer hereunto by Letter was. That I rendered moft 
humble thanks for his great favor, in fending to me ; that no 
Enemies how great or many foever cou*d force me out of the 
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Kingdomc ; but if ever there were occafion to fervc him in par- 
ticular, I fhou*d not fail to come ; for performance whereof, it 
hap'ning there were fome Overtures of a Civil War in France 
the next year, I fent over a French Gentleman who attended me, 
unto the Duke of Montmorency, exprefsly to tell him, that if 
he had occafion to ufe my fervice in the defigned War, I wou*d 
bring over lOO Horfe at my own coft and charges to him, 
which that good old Duke and Conftable took fo kindly that (as 
the Dutchefs of * Antedor his daughter told me afterwards, when 
I was Ambaflador) there were few days 'till the laft of his life 
that he did not fpeak of me with much afFedlion. 

I can fay little more memorable concerning myfelf from the 
year 1611 when I was hurt, untill the year of our Lord 161 4, 
than that I paft my time fometimes in the Court, where (I prd- 
tcft before God) I had more favors than I defired, and fome- 
times in the Country without any memorable accident; but only 
that it happened one time going from St. Gillian's to Aberga- 
yeney, in the way to Montgomery Cattle, Richard Griffiths, a 
Servant of mine, being come near a Bridge over Hulk not far 
from the Town, thought fit to water his Horfe, but the River 
being deep and ftrong in that place where he entered it, he was 
carried down the Stream ; my Servants that were before me fee- 
ing this, cried aloud Dick Griffiths was drowning, which I no 
fooner heard, but I put Spurs to my Horfe, and coming up to 
the place, where I faw him as high as his middle in Water, 
leapt into the River a little below him, and fwimming up to 

♦ Ventadour, 
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him bore him up with one of my hands, and brought him 
unto the middle of the River, where (through God's great pro- 
vidence) was a bank of Sand ; coming hither not without Ibme 
difficulty, we refted ourfclves, and advifed whether it were bet- 
ter to return back unto the fide from whence we came, or to 
go on forwards; but Dick Griffiths faying we were fure to 
fwim if we returned back, and that perchance the River might 
be (hallow the other way, I followed his counfell and putting 
my Horfe below him, bore him up in the manner I did formerly, 
and fwimming through the River brought him fafe to the other 
fide. The Horfe I rode upon I remember coft me 40 /. and 
was the fame Horfe which Sir John Ayres hurt under me, and did 
fwimm excellently well, carrying me and his back above Water ; 
whereas that little Nag upon which Richard Griffiths rid, fwam fo 
low, that he muft needs have drowned, if I had not fupported 
him. 

I will tell one Hiftory more of this Horfe, which I bought 
of my Cozen Fowler of the Grange, becaufe it is memorable -, I 
was paffing over a Bridge not far from Colebrook which had 
no Barrier on the one fide, and a hole in the Bridge not far 
from the middle, my Horfe 'tho lufty yet being very timerous, 
and feeing befides but very litde on the right eye, ftarted fo 
much at the hole, that upon a fuddain he had put half his 
body lengthwife over the fide of the Bridge, and was ready to 
fall into the River, with his fore-foot and hinder foot on the 
right fide, when I forefeeing the danger I was in if I fell down, 
clapt my left foot together with the ftirrop and fpurr flat-long 
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to the left fide, and fo made him leap upon all four into the 
River, whence after feme three or four plunges he brought mc 
to land. 

The year 1614 was now entVIng^ when I underftood that 
tKe Low-Country and Spanilh Army would be in the Field that 
year j this made me rcfolve to offer my fervice to the Prince of 
Orange, who upon my coming did much welkome me, not fuf- 
fering me almoft to eat any where but at his Table, and car- 
rying me abroad the afternoon in his Coach, to partake of thofe 
Entertainments he delighted in when there was no prefling oc- 
cafion. The Low-Country Army being now ready, his Excel- 
lency prepared to go into the Field j in the way to which he 
took me in his Coach, and fbmetimes in a Waggon after the 
Low-Country falhion, to the great envy of the £ngli(h and 
French chief Commanders who expefted that honor. Being now 
arrived near Emerick, one with a moft humble Petition came 
from a Monaftery of Nuns, moft humbly defiring that the Sol- 
diers might not violate their honor nor their Monaftery, where- 
upon I was a moft humble Suitor to his Excellency to fpare 
them, which he granted j but faid he, we will go and fee them 
ourfelves j and thus his Excellency, and I and Sir Charles Mor- 
gan only, not long after going to the Monaftery, found it de- 
ferted in great part. Having put a guard upon this Monaftery^ 
his Excellency marched with his Army on 'till we came near 
the City of Emerick, which upon fummoning yeilded ; and now 
leaving a Garrifon here, we refolved to march towards ♦ Rice i 

* Rees in the Dutchy of Cleve near Emerickt 
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this place having the Spanifli Army under the command of 
Mofifieur Spinola on the one fide, and the Low-Country Army 
on the other, being able to refift neither, fent word to bodi 
Armies, that which foever came firft fliou'd have the place. Spi- 
nola hereupon fent word to his Excellency, that if we intended 
to take Rice, he wou'd give him Battle, in a Plain near before 
the Town. His Excellency nothing aftoniftied hereat marched 
on, his Pioneers making his way for the Army ftill, through 
Hedges and Ditches, 'till he came to that Hedge and Ditch 
which was next the Plain; and here drawing his men into Bat- 
tle, refolved to attend the coming of Spinola into the Field ; 
while his men^ were putting in order, I was fo defirous to fee 
whether Spinola with his Army appeared, I leapt over a great 
Hedg« and Ditch, attended only with one Footman, purpofing 
to change a Pifiol-fhot or two with the firft I met; I found 
thus fomc finglc Horfe in die Field, who perceiving me to come 
on, rid away as ^ as they cou'd, believing perchance that 
more wou*d fottow me 5 having thus pafl: to the further end of 
the Field, and finding no (hew of the Enemy, I returned back 
that I might inform his Excellency there was no hope of fight- 
ing as I cou'd perceive. In the mean time his Excellency hav- 
ing prepared all things for Battle, fent out five or fix Scouts to 
difcover whether the Enemy were coming according to promife ; 
thefe men finding me now coming towards them, thought I was 
one of the Enemies, which being perceived by me, and I as 
little knowing at that time who they were, rode up with my 
Sw(Mxl in my hand, and Pifi:ol, to encounter them; and now 
being come within reafooable diftance, one of the perfons there 
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that knew me told his fellows who I was, whereupon I pafleif 
quietly to his Excellency and told him what I had done, and that 
I. found no appearance of an Army : his Excellency then caufcd 
the Hedge and Ditch before him to be levelled, and marched 
in front with his Army into the middle of the Field, from whence 
fending fome of his Forces to fummon the Town, it yielded 
widiout refiftance^ 

Our Army made* that hafte to come to the place appointed 
for the Batde, that all our Baggage and Provifion were left 
behind,, in fo much that I was without any Meat, but what my 
Footman fpared me out of his Pocket, and my Lodging that 
night was no better, for extream Rain falling at that time in 
the open Field, I had no fheloer, but was glad to get on the 
top of a Waggon which had Straw in it, and to cover myfelf 
with my CJoak as well as I could, and fo endure that ftormy 
night. Morning being come, and no Enemy appearing, I went 
to the Town of Rice, into which his Excellency having now put 
a Garrifon, marched on with the reft of his Arniy towards Wezel, 
before which Spinola with his Army lay,: and in the way in- 
trenched himfelf ftrongly, and attended Spinola's motions. For 
the reft, nothing memorable happened after this, betwixt thofe two 
great Generals for the Ipace of many weeks.. 

I muft yet not omit with thankiullncfs, to remember a favor 
his Excellency did me at this time, for a Soldier having killed 
his fellow Soldier, in the Quarter where they were lodged, which 
is an. unpardonable fault, infomuch thajt no nmn wou'd fpeak for 
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him ; the poor fellow comes to me and defines me to beg his 
Life of his Excellency 5 whereupon I demanding whether he had 
ever heard of a man pardon'd in this kind, and he faying no, I 
told him it was in vain then for me to fpeak -, when the poor 
fellow writhing his neck a little faid, Sir> but were it not better 
you fhall caft away a few words, than I loofe my Life ? This 
piece of Eloquence moved me fo much that I went ftreight to 
his Excellency, and told him what the poor fellow had faid, de- 
firing him to excufe me, if upon thcfe terms I took the boldnefs 
to fpeak for him. There was prefent at that time the Earl of 
•Southampton as alfo Sir Edward Cecill, and Sir Horace Vere, 
as alfo Monfieur de Chaftillon, and divers other French Com- 
manders J to whom his Excellency turning himfclf faid in French, 
do you fee this Cavalier ? with all that courage you know, hatli 
yet that good nature to pray for the Life of a poor Soldier : 'tho 
I had never pardon 'd any before in this kind, yet I will pardon 
this at his requeft : fo commanding him to be brought me, and 
diipofed of as I. thought fit, whom therefore I releafed and fet : 
fi-ee. 

It was now fo far advanced in Autumn both Armies thought 
of retiring themfelves into their Garrifons, when a Trumpeter 
comes from the Spanifh Army to ours, with a Challenge from 
a Spanifh Cavalier to this efFed, That if. any Cavalier in our 

♦ Henry Wriothcfley, tliird Earl of Southampton. He had been at- 
tainted with the Earl of Eflcx, but was rcflorcd by King James, and made 
Knight jof the Garter. . 
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Army wouM fight a fingte Combat for the fake of his Mifbrisi 
the faid Spaniard wou'd meet him, upon aflUrance of the Camp 
in our Army. This Challenge being brought early in the mom* 
ing was accepted by nobody 'till about lo or ii of the Clockj 
when the report thereof coming to me, I went ftreight to his Ex- 
cellency and told him I defir'd to accept the Challenge. His Ex- 
cellency thereupon looking eameftly upon me, told me he was 
an old Soldier and that he had obfcrved two forts of men who 
ufed to fend Challenges in this kind ; one was of thofe who 
having loft perchance fome part of their honor in the Field 
againft the Enemy, would recover it again by a fin^e Fight. 
The other was of thofe who fent it only to difcover whether 
our Army had in it men afFefted to give trial of themfelves in 
this kind ; howbeit if this man was a perfon without exception 
to be taken againft him, he faid there was none he knew, upon 
whom he wou'd fooner venture the honor of his Army than 
myfelf ; and this alfo he fpoke before divers of the Engli/h and 
French Commanders I formerly nominated. Hereupon, by his 
Excellency's permiflion, I fent a Trumpet to the Spanifh Army 
with this Anfwer, That if the perfon who wou'd be fent were a 
Cavalier without reproach, I wou'd anfwer him with fuch wea- 
pons as we ftiou'd agree upon, in the place he offer'd ; but nry 
Trumpeter was fcarcely arrived, as I believe, at the Spanifh 
Army, when another Trumpeter came to ours from Spinola, 
faying the Challenge was made without his confent, and that 
therefore he wou'd not permit it. This meflage being brought 
to his Excellency, with whom I then was, he faid to me pre- 
fently^ this is ftrange i they fend a Challenge hither^ and when 
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they have done, recall ic. I fhould be glad if I knew the true 
Caufes of ic Sir, faid I, if you will give me leave, I will go 
to their Arnoy and make the like Challenge, as they fent hither ; 
it may be fome fcruple is made concerning the place appointed, 
being in your Excellency's Camp, and therefore I fhall offer 
them the Combat in their own : his Excellency faid, I fhqu'd 
never have perfuaded you to this Courfe, but fince you volunta- 
rily offer it, I muft not deny that which you think to be for 
your honor. Hereupon taking my leave of him, and defiring 
Sir * Humphrey Tufton, a brave Gentleman, to bare me com- 
pany, thus we two attended only with two Lackies, rode ftreight 
towards the Spanifli Camp before Wezel j coming thither with- 
out any difturbance, by the way I was demanded by the Guard 
at the entering into their Camp, with whom I wou'd Ipeak, I 
told them with the Duke of Newbourg, whereupon a Soldier 
was prefently (tut with us to conduft us to the Duke of New- 
bourg's Tent, who reniemb'ring me well, fince he law me at 
the Siege of Juliers, very kindly embraced me, and therewithal! 
demanding the Caufe of my coming thither ; I toU him the 
cffeft thereof in the manner 1 formerly fet downs to which he 
replied only. He wou'd acquaint the Marquis Spinola there- 
with 5 who coming fliortly after to the Duke of Newbourg*s 
Tent, with a great train of Commanders and Captains following 
him, he no fooner entVed, but he turned to me. and (aid. That 
he knew well the Caufe of my coming, and that the fame Rea- 
fons which made him forbid the Spsnilh Cavalier to fight a 

♦ Third fon of Sir John Tufton, and brother of Nicholas Earl of 
Thanct. 
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Combat in the Prince of Orange's Cannp, did make him forbid ic 
in his, and that I fhou'd be better welcome to him than I wou'd 
be, and thereupon intreated me to come and dine with him 5 I 
finding nothing elfe to be done did kindly accept the offer, and 
fo attending him to his Tent, where a brave Dinner being put 
upon his Table, he placed the Duke of Newbourg uppermoft at 
one end of the Table, and myfclf at the other, himfelf fetting 
below us, prefenting with his own hand ftill the beft of that Meat 
his Carver ofFer'd him : he demanded of me then in Italian, Di 
che moriva Sigr. Francifco Vere^ Of what died Sir Francis Vere? 
I told him. Per aver niente a fare, becaufc he had nothing to doj 
Spinola replied, E bafta per un Generale, and it is enough to 
kill a General j and indeed that brave Commander, Sir Francis 
Vere, died not in time of War but of Peace, 

Taking my leave now of the Marquis Spinola, I told him 
that if ever he did lead an Army againft the Infidels I fhou'd 
adventure to be the firft man that wou'd die in that Quarrel, 
and together demanded leave of him to fee his Army, which 
he granting, I took leave of him, and did at leifure view it ; 
obferving the difference in the proceedings betwixt the Low- 
Country Army and Fortifications as well as I cou'd ; and fo re- 
turning (hortly after to his Excellency related to him the fucceis 
of my Journey, It happened about this time that Sir Henry 
Wotton mediated a Peace by the King's command, who coming 
for that purpofe to Wezel, I took occafion to go along with him 
into Spinola's Army, whence after a night's ftay, I went on an 
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extream rainy day through the Woods to Kyfarfwert, to the great 
wonder of mine Hoft, who faid all men were robbed or killed 
tliat went that way : From hence I went to * Cullin, where among 
other things I faw the Monaftery of St. Herbert i from hence 
I went to Heydclberg, where I faw the Prince and Princefs 
Palatine, from whom having received much good ufage, I went 
to Ulme, and fo to Augfbourg, where extraordinary honor was 
done me, for coming into an Inn where an Ambaflador from 
BruflVls lay, the Town fent twenty great flaggons of Wine 
thither, whereof they gave eleven to the Ambaffador, and nine 
to mei and withall fome fuch Compliments diat I found my 
Fame had prevented my coming thither. From hence 1 went 
through Switzerland to Trent, and from thence to Venice, where 
I was received by the Englifh Ambaffador, f Sir Dudley Carlton, 
with much honor -, among other favors fhewed me, I was brought 
to fee a Nun in Murano, who being an admirable Beauty, and 
together finging extreamly well, who was thought one of the 
Rarities not only of that place but of the time i we came to a 
Room oppofite unto the Cloyfter, whence (he coming on the 
other fide of the Grate betwixt us, fung fo extreamly well, that 
when Ihe departed neither my Lord Ambaffador nor his Lady, 
who were tlien prefent, cou'd find as much as a word of fitting 
Language to return her, for the extraordinary Mufick Ihe gave 
us ; when I being afliamed that fhe Ihou'd go back without fome 
teftimony of the fenfe we had both of the Harmony of her 

* Cologne. 

t Embaflkdor to Venice, Savoy and Holland, Secrctiry of Sute, and 
Vifcount Dorchefter. 
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Beauty and her Vcice, faid in Italian, Moria pur quando vuol, 
non bifogna mutar ni Voce ni Facia per efler un Angelo ; Die 
v/henfocvcr you will, you neither need to change Voice nor Face 
to be an Angel : Thcfe words it feemed were fatal, fjr going 
thence to Rome, and returning fliortly afterwards, I heard flie 
was dead in the mean time. 

From Venice after fome ftay I went to Florence, where I 
met the * Earl of Oxford and f Sir Benjamin Rudier : having fecn 
the Rarities of this place likewife, and particularly that rare 
Chnppel made for the Houfe of Medici, beautified on all the 
infide with a courfcr kind of precious Stone, as alfo that Nail 
which was at one end Iron, and the other Gold, made fo by 
vertue of a Tindlure into which it was put. I went to Siena, 
and from thence a little before the Chriftmas Holidays to Rome. 
I was no fooner alighted at my Inn, but I went ftreight to the 
Englifli CoUedge, where demanding for the Regent or Matter 
thereof, a grave perfon not long after appeared at the Door, 
to whom I fpake in this manner : Sir, I need not tell you my 
Country when you hear my Language ; I come not here to ftudy 
Controverfies, but to fee the Antiquities of the place ; if with- 
out fcandal to the Religion in which I was born and bred up, 

♦ Henry Vcrc Earl of Oxford. He died at the Hague in 1625 of a 
Sick net's contracted at the Siege of Breda, where, being a very corpulent 
man, he had overheated himfelf. 

+ Sir Benjamin Rudyard was a man in great vogue, in that age, a Wit, 
and Poet, and intimate friend of William Earl of Pembroke, with whofc 
l\>cms Sir Benjamin's arc printed, 
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EDWARD LORD HERBERT. 105 

I may take this Liberty, I IhouVi be glad to fpend fome con- 
venient time here ; if not, my Horfe is yet unfaddled, and my- 
fclf willing to go out of Town. The Anfwer returned by him 
to me was, that he never heard any body before me profefs 
himfelf of any other Religion than what was ufed in Rome ; 
for his part, he approved much my freedom, as collecting there- 
by I was a perfon of honor ; for the reft that he cou*d give 
me no warrant for my ftay there, howbeit that experience did 
teach that tliofe men who gave no Aifronts to the Roman Ca- 
tholick Religion, receiv'd* none , whereupon alfo he demanded 
my Name, 1 telling him I was called Sir Edward Herbert, he 
replied, That he had heard men oftentimes fp;:ak of me both 
for Learning and Courage, and prefcntly invited me to Dinner ; 
1 told him that I took his courteous Offer as an Argument of 
his AfFcdtion ; that I defircd him to exciife me, if I did not 
accept it ; the uttermoft Liberty I had (as the times then were 
in England) being already taken in coming to that City only, 
leaft they fhoukl think me a factious perfon ; I thought fit to 
tell him that I conceiv'd the Points agreed upon on both fides 
are greater Bonds of Amity betwkt us, than that the Points 
difagreed on cou'd break them ; that for my part I loved every 
body that was of a pious and vertuous Life, and thought the 
Errors on what fide foever, were more worthy Pity than Hate ; 
and having declared myfelf thus far, I took my leave of him 
courteoufly, and fpent about a month's time in feeing the Anti- 
quities of that place, which firft found means to eftablifli fo great 
an Empire over the perfons of Men, and afterwards over their 
Confciences : The Articles of Confeflion and abfolving Sinners 
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being a greater Arcanum Imperii for governing the World than 
all the Arts invented by Statifts formerly were. 

After I had feen Rome fufficiently, I went to Tivoli, an- 
ciently called Tibur, and faw the fair Palace and Garden there, as 
alfo Frafcati, anciently called Tufculanum ; after that I returned 
to Rome, and faw the Pope in Confiftory, which being done, 
when the Pope being now ready to give his Blefling, I de- 
parted thence fuddainly, which gave fuch a fufpicion of me, that 
fome were fent to apprehend me, but 1 going a bye way 
efcaped them, and went to my Inn to take horfe, where I had 
not been now half an hour, when the Mafter or Regent of the 
Fnglifh Collcdge telling me that I was accufed in the Inquifi- 
tion, and that I cou'd (lay no longer with any fafety, I took 
this warning very kindly ; howbeit I did only for the prefent 
change my Lodging, and a day or two afterwards took horfe 
and went out of Rome towards Siena, and from thence to Flo- 
rence : I faw * Sir Robert Dudley, who had the Tide of Earl or 
Duke of Northumberland given him by the Emperor, and hand- 
feme Mrs. Sudel, whom he carried with him out of England^ 
and was there taken for his wife. I was invited by them to a 
great Feaft the night before I went out of Town -, taking my 
leave of them both, I prepared for my Journey the next morn- 
ing ; when I was ready to depart, a MefTenger came to me and 

• See an Account of this extraordinary perfon in the Catalogue of 
Royal and Noble Authors, vol. ii. Hamlfome Mrs. Sudel was Mrs. 
Southwell, daughter of Sir Robert Southwell, who had folfowcd Sir 
Robert Dudley from England, under the difguife of a Page. 
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told me if I wou'd accept the fame Penfion Sir Robert Dudley 
had, being two thoufand Duckets per annum, the Duke wou'd 
entertain me for his Service in-^die War againft the Turks: 
This offer, whether procured by the meam of Sir Robert Dud- 
ley, Mrs. Sudel, or Sigr. Loty my ancient friend, I know not, 
being thankfully acknowledged as a great honor, was yet refufcd 
by me, my intention being to ferve his Excellency in tlie Low- 
Country War» 

After I had ftayed a while, from hence I went by Ferrara and 
Bobgna towards Padua^ in which Univerfity having fpent fome 
time to hear the learned Readers, and particularly Cremonini, 
I left my En^lifh Horfcs and Scotch Saddles there, for on them I 
rid all the way from the Low-Countries^ 1 went by boat to Ve- 
nice : The Lord AmbafTador, Sir Dudley Carleton, by this time 
had a command to refide a while in the Court of the Duke of 
Savoy, wherewith alfo his Lordfliip acquainted me, demanding 
whether I wou'd go thither ; this offer was gladly accepted by me, 
both .as I was defirous to fee that Court, and that it was in the 
way to the Low-Country, where 1 meant to fee the War the Sum- 
mer enfuing. 

Coming thus in the Coach with my Lord AmbafTador to Mi- 
lan, the Governor thereof invited my Lord AmbafTador to his 
Houfe, and fometimes feafled him during his flay there : Here 
I heard that famous Nun finging to the Organ in this manner, 
another Nun beginning firft to fing, performed her part fo well, 
that we gave her much applaufe for her excellent Art and 

Voice J. 
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Voice ; only we thought fhe did fing fomewhat lower than other 
Wonnen ufually did^ hereupon alfo being ready to depart wc 
heard fuddainly, for wc faw no body, that Nun which was (b 
famous, fing an eight higher than the ocher had done ; her Voice 
v/as the fweeteft, ftrongeft, and clcareft, tliat ever I heard, in 
the urinf' whereof alfo (he fliew'd that Art as ravifti'd us into ad- 
miration. 

From Milan wc wTnt to Novara, as I remember, where we 
were entertained by the Governor, being a Spaniard, wirh one 
of the moil fumptuous Fcalcs that ever I fiw, being but of 
nine diflies, in three fcveral Services j the firft whereof was, 
three OUas podridas confiding of all choice boiPd Meats, placed 
in three large filver Chargers, which took up the length of a 
great Table; the Meat in it being heiglitned up artificially py- 
ramid wife to a Sparrow which v/as on the top: The fecond 
Service was like the former, of roaft Meat, in which all man- 
ner of Fowle from the PheaHmt and Partridge, to other Fowl 
lefs than them, were heightned up to a Lark : The third w\as 
in Sweet- meats dry of all forts, heightned in like manner to a 
round Comfit. 

From hence we went to Vercelly, a Town of the Duke of 
Savoy's, frontier to the Spaniard, with whom the Duke was then 
in War ; from whence pa fling by places of leaft note, we came 
to Turin, where the Duke of Savoy's Court was. After I had 
refreflied myfelf here fome two or three days, I took leave of 
my Lord Ambaflador with intention to go to the Low Countreys, 

and 
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and was now upon the way thither, as far as the foot of Moii.ic 
Cenis, when the Count Scarn.ifigi came to me from the * Duke, 
and brought a Letter to this efFeft ; That the Duke had heard I 
was a Cavalier of great worth, and defirous to fee the Wars, and 
that if I wou*d fcrve him I (liou'd make my own Conditions : 
Finding fo courteous an invitation I returned back, and was 
lodged by the Duke of Savoy, in a Chamber furniflied with filk 
and gokl Hangings, and a very rich Bed, and defrayed at the 
Duke's charges in the Englifli Ambaflador's Houfe. The Duke 
alfo confirmed unto me what the Count Scarnafigi had laid, and 
together bellowed divers Compliments on me. I told his Hi<^h- 
nefs that when 1 knew in what fervice he pleafed to imploy me, 
he fhou'd find me ready to teftify the fenfe I had of his Princely 
Invitation. 

It was now in the time of Carneval, when the Duke who loved 
the company of Ladies, and Dancing as much as any Prince who- 
foever, made divers Mafks and Balls, in which his own daughters 
among divers other Ladies danced, and here it was his manner 
to place me always with his own hand near fome fair Lady, wilh- 
ing us both to entertain each other with fome Difcourfe^ which 
was a great favour among the Italians ; he did many other ways 
alfo declare the great efteem he had of me without coming to 
any particular, the time of the year for going into the Field be- 
ing not yet comej only he exercifed his men often, and made 
them ready for his occafions in the Spring, 

♦ Charles Emanuel. 
The 
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The Duke at laft refolving how to ufe my Service, thought fie 
to fend me to Languedoc in France, to conduft 40CO men of the 
reform'd Religion (who had promifed their Afliftance in his War) 
unto Piedmont. I willingly accepted this offer j fo taking my 
leave of the Duke, and beftowing about 70 or 80/. among his 
Officers, for the kind Entertainment I had receiv'd, I took my 
leave alfo of my Lord Ambaflador, and Sir Albertus Moreton, 
who was likewife imployed there, and prepared for my Journey, 
for more expedition of which I was defired to go Poll. An old 
Scotch Knight of the Sandelands hearing this, defir'd to borrow 
my Horfes as far as Heydelberg, which I granted en condition 
that he wou'd ufe them well by the way, and give them good 
keeping in that place afterwards. 

The Count Scarnafigi was commanded to bear me company 
in this Journey, and to carry with him fome Jewels, which he 
was to pawn in Lions in France, and with the Money gotten 
for them to pay the Soldiers above nominated j for 'tho the Duke 
had put extream Taxations on his People, infomuch that they 
paid not only a certain fum for every Horfe, Ox, Cow, or Sheep 
that they kept, but afterwards for every Chimney j and finally every 
finglc perfon by the pole, which amounted to a Piftole, or 14 j. 
a head or perfort, yet he wanted Money : At which I did not 
fo much wonder as at the patience of his Subjefts; of whom I 
demanded how they cou'd bear their Taxations ? I have heard 
fome of them anfwer, We are not fo much offended with 
the Duke for what he takes from us, as thankfull for what he 
leaves us. 

The 
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• TJie Count Scarnafigi and I, now fetting forth, rid poft all 
day without eating or drinking by the way, the Count telling 
me dill we fhou'd come to a good Inn at night: It was now 
twilight when the Count and I came near a folitary Inn, on the 
top of a Mountain ; the Hoftefe hearing the noife of Horfes 
came out, with a Child new born on her left Arm, and a rufh 
Candle in her hand, (he prefently knowing the Count de Scarna- 
figi, told him. Ah, Sigr. you are come in a very ill time, the 
Duke's Soldiers have been here to day, and have left me no- 
thing; I looked fadly upon the Count, when he coming near 
to me whifpefd me in the ear, and faid, It may be fhe thinks 
we will ufe her as the Soldiers have done : Go you into the 
Houfe, and fee whether you can find any thing ; I will go round 
about the Houfe, and perhaps I fhall meet with fome Duck, 
Hen, or Chicken j entring thus into the Houfe 1 found for all 
other furniture of it, the end of an old Form, upon which fit- 
ting down, the Hoftefs came towards me with a rufli Candle, 
and faid, I protcft before God that is true which I told the 
Count, here is nothing to eat j but you are a Gendeman, me- 
thinks it is pity you fhou'd want ; if you pleafe I will give you 
fome Milk out of my Breafts, into a wooden Dilh I have here. 
This uncxpefted kindnefs made that impreffion on me, that I 
remernber I was never fo tenderly fenfible of any thing : My 
anfwer was, God forbid I (hould take away the Milk from the 
Child I fee in thy Arms, howbeit I Ihall take it all my life for 
the greateft piece of Charity that ever I heard of j and there - 
withall giving her a Piftole, or a piece of Gold of 14/. Scar- 
nafigi and I got on Horfeback again and rid another Poft, and 
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came to an Inn where we found very coarfc Cheer, yet Hunger 
made us rclilh it. 

In this Journey I remennber I went over Mount Gabelet by 
night, being carried down diat precipice in a Chair, a Guide 
that went before bringing a botle of Straw with hinn, and kind-^ 
ling pieces of it from time to time, that wc might fee our 
way. . Being at ^e bottom of a Hill I got on horfeback and rid 
to Burgoine, refolving to reft there a while j and the rather (ta 
fpeak truly) thjit I had heard divers fay, and particularJy * Sir 
John Finnet, and f Sir Richard Newport, diat the Hoft*s daugh- 
ter there was. the handfomeft woman that ever they faw in their 
lives. Coming to the Inn the Count Scarnafigi wiflit me to reft 
two or three hours, and he wou'd go befbre to Lyons to pre- 
pare Bufincfs for my Journey to Languedoc* The Hoft's daugh* 
tcr being not within, I told her father and mother that I defired 
only to fee their daughter, as having, heard her fpoken of in^ 
England with . fa much advantage, that divers told mc they 
thought her the liandfomeft Creature that ever they faw : They 
anfwered ihe was gone to a Nfarriage, and ihou'd be preiently fent 
for, wifhing me in the mean while to take fome reft upon a Bed, 
&r they faw I needed it. Waking now about two hours af- 
terwards I found her fitting by me, attending when I wou'd open 
mine Eyes : I ftiall touch a litdc of her defctiption ; her hair 
being of a fhinii^ black, was naturally curled in that order that 

♦ Maftcr of the Ceremenies. 

t Afterwards created a Baron, and anceftor of tbe Earls of Bradford. 
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a curious woman would have dreft it, for one curl rifing by de- 
grees above another, and every bout tied with a fmall Ribband 
of a Naccarine, or the colour that the Knights of the Bath wear, 
gave a very graceful! mixture, while it was bound up in this 
manner from the point of her fhoulder to the crown of her head; 
her eyes which were round and black feemed to be models of 
her whole Beauty, and in fome fort of her Air, while a kind of 
Light or Flame came from them not unlike that which the Rib- 
band which tied up her hair exhibited ; I do not remember ever 
to have fecn a prettier Mouth or whiter Teeth -, briefly, all her 
outward parts feemed to become each other, neither was there 
any thing that cou'd be mifliked, unlefs one fhould fay her Com- 
plexion was too brown, which yet from the (hadow was height- 
ened with a good blood in her Cheeks : Her Gown was a greea 
Turkey Grogram, cut all into Panes or Slafhes, from the fhould 
der and fleeves unto the foot, and tied up at the diftance of 
about a hand's-breadth every where with the fame Ribband* with 
which her hair was bound ; fo that her Attire feemed as bizare 
as her Perfon : I am too long in defcribing an Hoft*s daughter, 
howbeit I thought I might better fpeak of her than of divers other 
Beauties held to be the beft and faireft of the time whom I have 
often fecn. In conclufion, after about an hour's ftay, I departed 
thence, without offering fo much as the leaft Incivility ; and in- 
deed after fo much wearinefs, it was enough that her fight alone 
did fomcwhat refrefh me. 

From hence I went ftreight to Lions : entering the gate, the 
Guards therej after their ufual manner^ demanded of me who I 
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was, whence I came, and whither I went ? to which while I an*- 
fwered, I obferved one of them look very attentively upon me, 
and then again upon a Paper he had in his hand ; this having 
been done divers times, bred in me a fufpicion that there was 
no good meaning in it, and I was not deceived in my conjec- 
ture i for the Queen Mother of France having newly made an 
Edift, that no Soldiers Ihou'd be railed in France, the Marquis 
de* Rambouillet, French Ambaffador at Turin, fentword of my 
imployment to the Marquis de St. Chaumont then Governor of 
Lions, as alfo a defcriptioa of my perfon^ This Edift was fo 
fevere, as they who raifed any men were to lofe their bcads^ 
In this unfortunate conjundure of Affairs, nothing fell out fo well 
on my part, as that I had not raifed as yet any men; how- 
,beit the Guards requiring me to come before the Governor, I 
went with them to a Church where he was at Vefpers; this 
while I walked in the lower part of the Church, little imagin- 
ing what danger I was in had I levied any men; I had not 
walked there long, when a fingle perfon came to me apparelled 
in a black fluff fuit, without any Attendants upon him, when I 
fuppofing diis perfon to beany man rather than the Governor, 
faluted him without much ceremony: His firft qucftion was, 
whence J came: I anfwered from Turin; he demanded then 
whither I wou'd go ? I anfwered I was not yet refolvcd ; his 
third queftion was, what news at Turin ? to which I anfwered 

* This Gcnllcmnn, I believe was hufband of Madame de Rambouillet, 

wlicfe Aflcmblics of the Wits and Poets were fo much celebrated in that 

Ai:e. They were parents of the famous Julie d'Angennes, ducbeflc dc 

Montaufier, well- known by Voiture's Letters to her. 
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that I had no news to tell^ as fuppofing hini to be only fome 
birfy or inquifitive perfon : The Marquis hereupon called one of 
the Guards that condufted me thither, and after he had whif- 
pcred fomcthing in his ear, wilht me to go along with him, 
which I did willingly, as believing this man would bring me 
to the Governor : This man filently leading me out of the Church 
brought me to a fair Houfe, into which I was no fooner entered, 
but he told me I was commanded to prifon there by him I faw 
in the Church, who was the Governor ; I replied I did not 
know him. to be Governor, nor that that was a Prifon, and that 
if I were out of it again, neither the Governor nor all the Town 
cou'd bring me to it alive : The mafter of the Houfe hereupon 
fpoke me very fair, and told me he wou'd conduct me to a better 
Chamber than any I could find in an Inn, and thereupon con- 
dufted me to a very handfome Lodging not far frorri the River; 
I had not been here half an hour when * Sir Edward Sackville 
(now Earl of Dorfet) hearing only that an Englifti man was 
committed, fent to know who I was, and why I was impri- 
foned: The Governor not knowing whether to lay the fault 
upon my (hort anfwers to him, or my Commiflion to levy men 
contrary to the Queen's Edift, made him fo doubtful! an anfwer 
(after he had a little touched upon both) as he difmifled him 
unfatisfied. 

Sir Edward Sackville hereupon coming to the Houfe were 
I was, as foon as ever he faw me embraced me, faying, Ned.Her- 

• Well known by his duel with the LordiBrucci- 
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belt, what dbeft thou here ? r.anfwercd, Ned Sackville, 1 am 
glad to fee you, but I proteft I know not why I am here. He 
again faid, haft thou raifed any men yet for the Duke of Sa- 
voy i I replied, not fo much as one ; then faid he I will warrant 
thee, 'tho I muft tcil thee the Governor is much offended at thy 
Behaviour and Language in the Church, (I replied it was impofli^ 
ble for me to imagine him to be Governor that came without a 
Guard, and in fuch mean Cloths as he then wore.) I will go 
to him again, and tcU him what you fay, and doubt not but 
you fliall be fuddainly freed. Hereupon returning to the Go- 
vernor he told of what Family I was, and of what condition, and 
that I had raifed no men, and that I knew him not to be Gover* 
nor; whereupon the Marquis wifht him to go back, that he 
wou'd come in perfon to free me out of the Houfe. 

The meffage being brought me by Sir Edward Sackville, I 
return'd this anfwer only ; That it was. enough if he fcnt order 
to free me. While thefe meflages paft, a company of handfome 
young Men and Womeni out of I know not what Civility, 
brought Mulick under the Window and danced before me, look^ 
ing often up to fee mc; but Sir Edward Sackville being now 
return'd with order to free me, I only gave them thanks out 
of the Window, and fo went along with them to the, Governor. 
Being come into a great Hall where his Lady was, and a large 
train of Gentlewomen and other perfons, die Governor with his 
hat in his hand, demanded of me whether I knew him ? When 
his noble Lady anfwering for me, faid, how cou'4 he know 
you, when you were in the Church alone^ and in this habit, be- 
ing 
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ing for the reft wholy a ftranger to you ? Which Civility of hcrsj 
'tho I did not prcfcntly take -notice of k^ I did afterward* moft 
thankfully acknowledge, when I was Ambaflador in France : The 
Governor's next queitions were the very fame. he made when he 
met nne in the Church -, to which I made the very lame anfwer^ 
before diem all) concluding that as I did not know him, he cou'd 
think it no incongruity if I anlwcred ih tbofe terms: The Go-, 
vernor yet was not fatisfied herewith, and his noble Lady taking- 
my part again, gave him thofe Reafons for my anfwering him 
in that nrmnner^ that they filenced him 6rom fpeaking any fur- 
ther. The Governor turning back, I likewife after an humble 
obeyfance made to kis Lady, returned with Sir Edward Sackvillc 
to my Lodgings* 

This night I palled as quietly as I could, but the next jrvorning 
advifed with him what I was to do; I told him I had received a 
great affront, and that I intended to fend him a Challenge, in 
fuch courteous language that he coukl not refufe it : Sir Edward 
Sackville by all means dilwaded me from it i by which I perceived 
I was not to expe£t his afliflance therein, and indeed the next day 
he went out of Town. 

Being alone now, I thought on nothing more than how to fend 
Bim a Challenge, which at laft I penn'd ta this effcd ; 1 hac 
whereas he had given me great offence without a caufe, 1 thought 
myfclf bound as a Gentleman to rcfcnt it, and therefore defired 
to fee him with his Sword in his hand in any place he (hould 
appoint ; and hoped he wou'd not interpofe bis authority as an 
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cxcufe for not complying with his Honor on this occafion, and 
that fo I refted his humble lervant. 

Finding no body in Town for .t\vo or three days, by whom 
I might fend this Challenge, I refolved for my lafl: means to 
deliver it in perfon, and obferve how he took it, intending to 
right myfelf as 1 cou'd, when I found he ftood upon his Au- 
thority, 

This iright it happened that Monfieur Tcrant ft>rinerly iiEien- 
tioned came to the Town j this Gentleman knowing mc well, and 
remembering our acquaintance both at France and Juliers, wiftied 
there were fome occafion for him to ferve me : I prefently here- 
upon taking the Challenge out of my pocket, told him he wou'd 
oblige me extreamly if he were pleafed to deliver it, and that I 
hoped he might do it without danger, fince I knew the French 
to be fo brave a Nation, that they wou'd never refufe or diflike 
any diingdiat was done in an honorable and worthy way* 

Terant took the Challenge from me, and after he lud read 
it, told me that the Language was civil and difcrcet -, neverthe- 
lefs he thought the Governor would not return me that anfwer 
1 expefted j howfoever faid he I will deliver it. Returning thus 
to my Inn, and intending to flcep quieter that night than I 
had done three nights before; about one of the Clock after mid- 
night, I heard a great noife at my door which awakened me, 
certain perfons knocking fo hard as if they wou'd break it, bc- 
fides through the chink* thereof I faw light j this made mc pre- 
fently 



EDWARD LORD HERBERT. tij 

fendy rife in my fhirt, when drawing niy Sword I went to the 
door and dennanded who they were ; and together told them 
that if they came to make me prifoner, I wou'd rather die 
yrith my Sword in my hand ; and therewithal! opening the door, 
I found upon the ftairs half a dozen men armed with Halberts, 
whom I no fooner prepared to refill, but the chief of them told 
me, that they came not to me from the Governor, but from 
my good friend the Duke of Montmorency, fon to the Duke 
I formerly mentioned, and that he came to Town late that night, 
in his way from Languedoc (of which he was Governor) to 
Paris ; and that he dcfired me if I loved him, to rife prefently 
and come to him, affuring me further diat this was moft true ; 
hereupon wilhing them to retire themfelves, I dreft myfelf and 
went with them; they conduced me to the great Hall of the 
Governor, where the Duke of Montmorency and divers other 
Cavaliers had been daocing with the Ladies j I went prefcndy 
to the Duke of Montmorency, who taking me a litde afidc, 
told me that he had heard of the Paffages betwixt the Governor 
and me, and that I had fcnt him a Challenge 5 howbeit that he 
conceived men in his place were not bound to anfwer as jmvate 
perfons, for thofe things they did by virtue of dieir office : Ne- 
verthelefs that I Ihou'd have fatisfadtion in as ampk manner as I 
cou'd rcafonably defire. Hereupon bringing me with him to the 
Governor, he freely told me that now he knew who I was, he 
cou'd do no lefs than affure me that he was forry for what was 
done, and defired me to take this for fatisfaftion j the Duke of 
Montmorency hereupon faid prefcndy, C'eft aflfez; it is enoughs 
I then turning to him> demanded whether be wou'd have taken 
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this fatisfaftion in the like -cafe ? he faid yes. After this, turniflg 
to the GovcrDor, I demanded the fanse queilion^ to which he 
anfwered, that he wou'd have taken the fan^e fatisfaidlioii and 
leis too ; I kii&Ag my haiid, gave it him, who embraced me» 
and fo this bufinefs ended« 

After fome Complements pad between the Ehake of Montmcx- 
reocy, wIk> remembered the great Lx)ve his father bore me, which 
he defired to continue in his peribn, and putting me in mind ^fo 
of our being educated together for a while, demanded whether I 
wou'd go with kim to Paris ? I told him that I was esigaged to 
the Low-Countr^8, but that whereibever I was I Au)u'd be !»& 
moft hnnable &rvant* 

My imployment with the Duke of Savoy in Languedoc being 
thus ended, I went fi^ora Lions to Geneva, where I found aUb my 
Fame had prevented my coming, £ar the next morning afber mry 
arrivalp the State taking notice of me, fent a mefibnger in their 
name to amgratulate my being diere, and prcfented me widi 
ibme Flaggons of Wiae, defiring me (if I flayed there any while 
to fee their Fortifications, und give my Opimoa of them ; which 
I dkl, and toki them I thought they wene weakeft where they 
thought themfelves the ftrongeft ; which was on the hilly Part^ 
where indeed they had made great Fortifications s yet as it is a 
Rule in War that whatioever may be made by Art, may be 
deftroyed by Art again, I conceived they had need to fear the 
approach of an Enemy on that part rather than any other : They 
rq>lyed that divers gneat Soldiecs had told tiiem die fames and 
♦ that 
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that thcjr wou'd give the beft Order thejr cooM to fcrve themftlvcs 
on that fide. 

Haying rcftcd here fome while to take Phyfic (my Health 
being a little broken with long Travel) I departed after a fort- 
night's ftay to Bafil, where taking a boat upon the River I came 
at length to Strafbourg, and from thence went to Heydelbourg, 
where I was received again by the Prince Eledtor and Princefs 
with much kindhefs, and viewed at kiftn^ the fair Library there» 
the gardens and other Rarities of that place, and here I found 
my Horfes I lent to Sandilands in good plight, which I then 
beftowed upon fome Servants of the Prince, in way of Retri- 
bution for my welcome thither. From hence ♦ Sir George Cal- 
vert and myfclf went by Water for the moft part to die Ixjw- 
Countreys, where taking leave of each other, I went ftraight to 
his Excdlcncy, who did extraoniinarily welcome me, infomuch 
that it was obferv*d that he did never outwardly make fo muchi 
of any one as myfeU* 

It happened this Sunurier that the Low-Countrey Army was 
not drawn into the Field, fo that the Prince of Orange paft hit 
time at playing at Chefs with me after dinner; or in going to 
Refwick with him to fee his great horfes, or m making Love; 
in whict alfo he ufcd mc as his companion; yet fo diat I faw no- 
thing openly more than mi^t argue a dvxl Familiarity. When 

♦ A(t9rmLvi$ Lord Baltimofe. Set an account of him In die Cata-* 
tc^uccCRiTalandNghfeABthon. Vol. & ' 

R ^ I wai 



f la T H E L I F E O P 

I was at any time from him, I did by his good leave endeavour to 
raife a Troop of Horfe for the Duke of Savoy's Service, as having 
obtained a Commiflion to that purpofe for my brother William, 
then an officer in the Low-Country : Having thefe men in readi- 
nefs, I fcnt word to the Count Scarnafigi thereof, who was now 
Ambaflador in England, telling him that if he wou'd fend money 
my brother was ready to go. 

Scarnafigi anfwered me. That he expeftcd money in England, 
and that as foon as he received it, he wou'd fend over fo much 
as wou'd pay an hundred Horfe : But a Peace betwixt him and 
the Spaniard being concluded not long after at Afti, the whole 
charge of keeping this Horfe fell upon me, without ever to this 
day receiving any recompence. 

Winter now approaching, and nothing more to be done fot 
that year, I went to the Brill to take Shipping for England ;f 
Sir Edward Conway, who was then Governor at that place, and 
afterwards Secretary of State, taking notice of my being there, 
caipe to me, and invited me every day to c6me to' him, while I 
attended only for a Wind 5 which ferving at laft for my journey. 
Sir Edward Conway conduced me to the Ship, into which as foon 
as I was entered he cauied fix pieces of Ordnance to be difdiairged 
for my farewell; I was fcarce gone a league into the Sea^ when 
^e Wind turned contrary, and forced me back again : Rettiming 
thus to the Brill, Sir Edward Conway welcomed me as before 5 
and now after fome three or four days, the Wind ferving he 
conducted me again to t}^e Ship and beftowcd fix voUeys of 

Ordnance 
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Ordnance upon me. I was now about half way to Englanc^ 
when a moft cruel Storm arofe, which tore our Sails and fpent 
our Mafts, infomuch that the Mafter of our Ship gave us all for 
loft, as the Wind was extream high and together contrary ; we 
were carried at laft, 'tho with much difficulty back again to the 
Brill, where Sir Edward Conway did congratulate my-efcape; 
faying. He believed certainly that (confidering the Weather) I 
muft needs be caft away. 

After fonie ftay here with my former wel:ome, the Wind be- 
ing now fair, I was condufted again to my Ship by Sir Ed- 
ward Conway, and the fame Volleys of Shot given me, and 
was now fcarce out of the Haven when the Wind again turned 
contrary, and drove me back: This. made me refolve to try my 
fortune here no longer ; hiring a fmall Barque therefore I went to 
the Sluice, and from thence to Oftend, where finding Com- 
pany I went to Bruffels -, in the Inn where I lay here an Ordinary 
was kept, to which divers Noblemen and principal Officers of 
the Spanifli Army refortedi fitting among thefe at dinner, the 
next day after my arrival, no man knowing me or informing 
himfelf who I was, they fell into difcourfe of divers matters 
in Italian, Spanifh and French, and at latt three of them one 
after another began to fpeak of King James my. mafter, in 
a very fcornfull manner j I thought with myfelf then that if 
I was a bafe fellow, I need not take any notice thereof, fince 
no man knew me to be an Englilhman, or that I did fo much 
as underftand their Language.; but my heart burning within 
me, I putting off my hat arofe from the table, and turning 

myfelf 
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myfelf to thofe that fat at the upper end, who had faid nothing 
to the King my maftcr's prejudice, I told them in Italian^ Son 
Inglefe ; I am an Englifhman ; and Ihou'd be unwordiy to Kvc 
if I fufifcr'd thefc words to be fpoken of the King my maftcr; 
and therewidiall turning myfcif to thofe who had injured the 
King, I faid you have ipoken felfely, and I will fight with you 
^11 ; thofe at the upper end of the table finding I had fo much 
reafon on my part, did (harply check thofe I queftioned, and 
to be brief made them afk the King's forgivenefs, wherewith 
alio the King's health being drank round about the table^ I de- 
parted thence to Dunkirk, and thence to Graveling, where I faw, 
tho unknown, an Englifli gentlewoman enter into a Nunnery 
there ; I went thence to Calais, it was now extream foul wea- 
ther, and I cou'd find no mafter of a Ship willing to adven- 
ture to fea i howbeit my impatience was fuch, that I demanded 
of a poor Filherman there whether he wou'd go, he anfwercd his 
Ship was worfe than any in the Haven, as being open above and 
without any Deck, befides that it was oldf but faith he, I care 
for my life as little as you do, and if you will go, my Boat is 
at your fervice. 

I was now fcarcc out of the Haven when a high grown Sea 
had almoft overwhelmed us, the Waves coming in vary feft into 
our Ship, which we laded out again the beft we cou'd; not- 
withftanding which we expefted every minute to be caft away: 
It pleafcd God yet before we were gone fix leagues into die 
Sea to ceafe the Tempeft, and -give us a fair pailage over to 
the Downs, where after giving God thanks for my delivery from 

this 
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diis moft nccdlefe danger that cv«r I did run, I went to Lon- 
don; I had not been here ten days when a Quartan Ague 
fcized on nne, which hdd aic for a year and an h^( withaut 
iocermifllofi, and a year and an half k>n@er at Spring and Fail ; 
the good days I had during all this ticknefs I ennploy^^d in (ludy, 
the ill being fpent in as fharp and long fitts as I think ever 
any man endured, which brought me at lad to be fo lean and 
yeliow^ that fcarce any man did know me : It happened during 
this ficknefs, that I walked abroad one day towards Whitehall, 
where meeting with one Emerfon, who fpoke very diigracefuU 
words of Sir Robert Harley, being then my dear friend, my 
weakncfs cou'd not hinder me to be fenfible of my friend's dif- 
hoQOur, (baking him therefore by a lor^ beard he wore, I (lept 
a iitric afide and drew nrvy Sw<M*d in the Street, Captain Thomas 
Scriven a friend of mine not being far off on one fide, and 
divers ftends of his on the other fide ; all that faw me wondered 
how I cou'd go, being fo weak and confumed as I was, but 
much nK>rc than I wou'd offer to fight ; howfoever Emerfon in- 
ftcad of drawing his Sword, ran away into Suffolk Houfe, and 
afterwards informed the Lords of the Counfcl of what I had done ; 
who not long after fending for me, did not fo muqh reprehend my 
taking part^ith my friend, as that I wou'd adventure to fight 
being in fuch a bad condition of health. Before I came wholy 
out of my ficknefi, Sir George Villiers afterwards Duke of 
Buckingham, came into the King's favour : this Cavalier meet- 
ing me accidentally at the ♦ Lady Stanop's houfe, came to me, 

♦ Catherine daughter of Francis Lord Haftings, firft wife of Philip 
Lord Stanhope, afterwards created Earl of Cheflerfield. 

and 
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and told me he had heard fo much of my worth, as he wou*d 
think himfelf happy if by his credit with the King, he cou'd do 
me any fervice j I humbly thanked him, but told him that for the 
prcfcnt I had need of nothing fo much as of health, but that if 
ever I had ambition, I fliou'd take the boldnefs to make my ad- 
drefs by him, 

I was no fooner perfeftly recovcr'd of this long ficknefs, but 
the Harl of Oxford and myfelf refolv'd to raife two Regiments 
for the fervice of the Venetians ; while we were making ready 
for this journey, the King having an occafion. to fend an Am- 
baflador into France, required Sir George Villiers to prefent him 
with the names of the fitted men for that employment that 
he knew i whereupon eighteen names, among which mine was, 
being written in a paper were prefented to him -, the King prc- 
fently chofe me, yet fo as he defircd firft to have the approba- 
tion of his Privy Council, who confirming his Majefly's choice, 
fent a Meflenger to my Houfe among Gardens, near the Old 
Exchange, requiring me to come prefendy to them ; myfelf lit- 
tle knowing then the honour intended me, aflct the Meiflenger 
whether I had done any feult, that the Lords fent for me fo 
fuddainly ? wifhing him to tell the Lords that I was going to 
dinner and wou'd afterwards attend them, I had fcarcc dined 
when another Meflenger was fent, this made me haften to White- 
hall, where I was no fooner come, but the Lords faluted me by 
the name of Lord Ambaflkdor of France i I told their Lord- 
fliips. thereupon, that I was glad it was no worfe, and that I 

doubted 
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doubted, that by their fpeedy fendmg for nic, fome Complaint, 
•tho falfe, might be made againft me. 

My firft Commiflion was to renew the Oath of alliance betwixt 
the two Crowns, for which purpofe I was extraordinary Ambafla- 
dor, which being done, I was to refide there as ordinary : I had 
received now about fix or fevcn hundred Pounds, towards the 
diarges of my journey, and locked it in certain Coffers in my 
HoufC) when the night following about one of the Clock, I cou'd 
hear divers men fpeak and knock at the door, in that part of the 
Houfe where none did lie but myfelf, my wife, and her atten- 
dants, my fervants being lodged in another Houfe not far off*; 
as foon as I heard the noife I fufpefted prefently they came to 
rob me of my Money, howfoever I thought fit to rife, and go to 
the Window to know who they were ; the firft word I heard was, 
Dareft thou come down, Welch Man ? which I no fooner heard, 
but taking a Sword in one hand> and a little Target in the other, 
1 dki in my fliirt run down die Stairs, open the Doors fuddainly, 
and charged ten or twelve of them with that fury that they ran 
away, fome throwing away their Halberts, others hurtmg their 
fellows to make them go fafter in a narrow way they were to 
pals ', in which diforder'd manner I drove them to the middle 
of the Street by the Exchange, where finding my bare feet 
hurt by the ftones I trod on, I thought fit to return home, 
and leave them to their flight. My fervants, hearing the noife, 
by this time were got up, and demanded whether I wou'd have 
them purfue thofe Rogues that fled away ; but I anfwering 

S that 
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tliat I thought they were out of their reach, wc returned home 
together. 

While I was preparing myfelf for my journey, it happened that 
I pafling through the Inner Temple one day, and encountering 
Sir Robert Vaughan in this Countrey, fome harfti words pift be- 
twixt u$9 which occafioned him at the perTwafion of others 
whom I vrill not nominate, to (end me a Challenge ; this was 
brought me at my Houfe in Blackfryars by Captain Charles 
Price, upot\ a Sunday about one of the Clock in the albtniooii ; 
when I had read it, I told Charles Price that I did otxHnarily be- 
ftow this day in Devotion, neverthelefe that I wou'd meet Sir 
Robert Vaughan prefently, and gave him thcrci^on die length 
of my Sword, demanding whether he brought any Second wkh 
him i to which Charles Price replying that he would be in the 
Field with hitn, I told my brother Sir Henry Herbert then pre- 
fcnt thereoG who readily offering himiclf to be my Second, no- 
thing was wandng now but die place to be agreed upon faetvixt 
us, which was not far from the Waoer&de near dnkfea. 

My brother and I taking Boat prefently, came to die place^ 
where after we had (laid about two hours in vain^ I defired my 
brother to go to Sir Robert Vaughan's Lodging, aod teU him 
that I now attended his coming a great while^ and thai: I defired 
him to come away fpeedily ; iKreupon my brother went, and after 
a while returning back again, he told me they were not ready 
yet s I attended then about an hour and an half longer^ but as 

he 
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ke did not come yet, I fent my brother a fecond time ta call him 
ant^y, ind to tell him I cacchc cold, neverthelels thae I wou'd 
ftay there *iill Sunfet > my brother yet cou'd not bring him along, 
but returned himfelf to the place, where we ftay'd together 'till 
kalf an hour after Snniet, and then returned home* 

The neat day die ♦ Earl of Worcefter, by the King^s Com- 
maiid, forbid me to receive any Meflagc or Letter from Sir Ro- 
bert Vaughan, and advertiied me withal), that the King hadgiren 
him charge to end the Bufincis betwixt lis, for which purpofe 
be dcfired me to come before him the next day about two of the 
Clock i at which time, after the Earl had told me, that being 
now mode Ambaflador and a pubMck Perfon, I ought not to 
entert^ private quarrels i after which without much ado, he 
ended die Bufkiefs betwixt Sk Robert Vaughan and myfclf: It 
was thought by iorne, that this wou'd make me lofe my place, I 
being under fo great an obligation to the King for my employment 
in France; but Sir George Villiers, afterwards Duke of Bucking- 
ham, toki nne he wou'd warrant me for this one time, but I muft 
do fo no more. 

I was now almofl ready for my journey, and had received 
already as choice a Company of Gentlemen for my Attendants, 
as I think ever followed an AmbafTador ; when fome of my pri- 
yate Friends told me, that I was not to truft fo much to my 

« Edward Somerfet Earl of Worcefler, Lord Privy Soal and Knie^e 
of the Gartvr. 

S 2 Pay 



i3Q T H E L I F E O F 

Pay from the Exchequer, but that it was neceffary for mc to 
take Letters of Credit with me, for as much Money as I cou'd 
well procure. Informing myfelf hereupon who had furniflicd the 
lafl: Ambaflador, I was told Monfieur Savage a Frenchman; 
coming to his Houfe I demanded whether he wou'd help mc with 
Moneys in France, as he had done the laft Ambaf&dorj he 
faid, he did not know me, but wou'd inform himfelf better who 
I was 5 departing thus from him, I went to Sigr. Burlamacchi, a 
man of great credit in thofe times, and demanded of him the 
iame ; his Afifwer was, that he knew me to be a man of honor^ 
and I had kept my word with every body ; whereupon alfo going 
to his Study, gave me a Letter of Credit to one Monfieur de 
Langherac in Paris, for 2000 /• fterling : I then demanded what 
Security he cxpeftcd for this Money ? he faid, he wou'd have 
nothing but my promife ; I told him he had put a great obliga* 
tion upon me, and that I wou'd ftrive to acquit myfelf qf it 
the beft I cou'A 

Having now a good fome of Money in my Coffers, and this 
Letter of Credit, I made ready for my journey j the day I went 
out of London I remember was the fame in which Queen Ann 
was carried to burial, which was a fad S.peftacle to all that 
had occafion to honor her. My firft night's journey was to 
Gravefend, where being at Supper in jny Inn, Monfieur Savage 
formerly mentioned came to tnc^ and told me, that whereas I 
had fpoken to him for a Letter of Credit, he had made one 
which he thought wou'd be to my contentment; I demanded 
to whom it was direded -, he faid to Monfieur Tallemant and 

Ram- 
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RambouiUct in Paris ; I afked then what they were worth ? he 
(aid above one hundred thoufand Pounds fterling; I demanded 
for how much this Letter of Credit was ? he faid for as much 
as I (hou*d have need of: I afked what fecurity he required? 
he faid nothing but my word, which he had heard was in- 
violable* 

From Gravefend, by cafy journeys, I went to Dover, where 
I took Shipping, with a Train of an hundred and odd peribns, 
and arrived Ihordy after at Calais, where I remember my Cheer 
was twice as good as at Dover, and my Reckoning half as 
cheap ; from whence I went to Boulogne, Monftrevile, Abbevile, 
Amiens, and in two days thence to St. Dennis near Paris, 
where I was met with a great Train of Coaches, that were 
fent to receive me, as alfo by the Matter of the Ceremonies, 
and Monfieur Mennon my fellow Scholar, with Monfieur Di- 
fancour, who then kept an Academy, and brought with him 
a brave Company of Gendemen on great Horfcs, to attend me 
into Town. 

It was now fomewhat late when I entered Paris, upon a Sa- 
turday night; I was but newly fettled in my Lodging, when 
a Secretary of the Spanifli Ambaffador there, told me that his 
Lord defired to have the firft Audience from me, and there- 
fore requefted he might fee me the next morning ; I rcplyed it 
was a day I gave whdy to Devotion, and therefore intreated 
him to (lay *till fome more convenient time^ The Secretary re* 
plyed that his Mafter did hold it no ftfs holy; howbeit that his 

reipedk 
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rcfpe<5t to iric was iuch> that he wou*d prefer the ddirc he had 
to fervc Qoe before aU other confiderations ; howfoever I put htm. 
off 'ttU Monday fi}llawiDg» 

Not long a&er I took a Houfe in Fauxbourg St. Germains 
Rue Tournon, which coft me 200/. fterling yearly ; having fur-, 
nilhed the Houfe richly, and lodged all my Train, I prepared 
foi a journey to Tours and Touraine, where the French Court 
then was > being come hither ia extream hot weadier,. I demand- 
ed Audience of the King and Queen,, whxdi being graiiced> I 
did afiure the King of the great aficdkbn ttts King neiy xnaftei^ 
bore him,, not only out of the ancient AUiance betwixt the two 
Crowns, but becaufe Henry the fourth and the King my oiafter 
had ftipukted widt cadh other> that whentberer any one of thtm 
iied> die furvivor fhou^d take care of the other's Child : I af- 
fured him further, that no charge was fo much impofied upon 
me by my Infh\]Aions> as that I (hou'd do good Offices be- 
twixt both Kingdoois -, and therefore that it were a great fiiuk 
in me, if I behaved myfelf otherwife than with all refpeft to. 
his Majefty : Thb being done I prefented to the King a Letter 
of Ciedenee from the King my mafier : The King aflured ipe 
of %. reciprocal afiedion to- the King my nu^er, and of my 
paeticular welcocne to his Court : His words were never many 
as being fe extream a Stutterer, that he wou'd femetimes hoki 
his Tongve cue of his Mouth a good while before he cou'd. 
ipak b muuch as one word ; he had befides a double row o£> 
Tcedii^ and was obfenred ^dom or never to ipit of blow hts; 
Hmfkrm telwcat imEdi> 'cha be were very Itbociousy^ aad almoft. 
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indefatigable in his Excrcifcs of Hunting and Hawking, to 
which he was much addifted: Neither did it hinder him 'tho 
he was burft in his Body, as we call it, or Hemiolus j for he 
was noted in thofe Sports, 'tho often times on foot, to tire not 
only his Courtiers, but even his Lackies, being equally infen- 
fible, as was thought, either of heat or cold : His Underftanding 
and natural Parts were as good as cou'd be expefted, in one 
that was brought up in fo much Ignorance, which was on pur- 
pofe fo done that he might be the longer governed j howbeit 
he acquired in time a great knowledge in Affairs, as con- 
veriing for the moft part with wife and aftive Perfons. He was 
noted to have two Qualities incident to all who were ignorant- 
1y brought up, Sulpicion and Diflimulation j for as ignorant 
Perfons walk fo much in the dark, they cannot be exempt 
from fear of ftumbling ; and as they are likewifc deprived of, 
or deficient in thofe true Principles, by which they fhou'd go- 
vern both pubfick and private Aftions in a wife^ folid, and 
dcmonftrattvc way, dicy ftrivc commonly to ftipply thcTe impcr- 
^tftions wirfi covert Arts, which *thA it may be fometimes 
^xcufablc in neceflitous Perfons, and be indeed freqticnt among 
riiofe who negotiate in fitrall matters, yet condemnabfc m Prin- 
ces, who proceeding tipoo foundations of Reaion and Strength, 
ought not to fubmit themfehres to fiich poor helps : Howbeit I 
nwift obferve ritet neither his Fears did take away his Courage, 
when there was occafion to ufe it, nor his Diffimulation extend 
iriclf to the doing of private Mifchiefi to his Subjcfts, either 
of one or the other Refigkm : Hts favorite was one Monfieur 
Dc Ltryncs, who in hfe non-age guned modi iipon the King, 

by 
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by making Hawkes fly at all little Birds in his Gardens, and 
by making fome of thofe little Birds again catch Butter- flies j and 
had the King ufcd him for no other purpofe, he might have bcc» 
tolerated ; but as, when the King came to a riper age, the go- 
vernment of publick Aflfairs was drawn chiefly from his Counfetlsj 
not a few errors were committed. 

The Queen-mother, Princes, and Nobles of that kingdom re- 
pined that his advices to the King fhou'd be fo prevalent, which 
alfo at laft caufed a Civil War in that Kingdom. How unfit this 
man was for the credit he had with the King may be argued by 
this ; that when there was queflion made about fome bufinefs in 
Bohemia, he demanded whether it was an inland Country, or lay 
upon the Sea ? and thus much for the prefent of the Kbg and his 
Favorite. 

After my Audience wirfi the King, I had another from the 
Queen, being fitter to the King of Spain ^ I had little to fay 
unto her„ but fome Complements on the King my mailer's par^ 
but fuch Complements as her fex and quality were capable o£ 
This Queen was exceedingly fair, like thofe of the fioufe of 
Auftria, and together of fo mild and good a Con^Ution^ Ihe was 
never noted to have done ill oflfices to any, but to have medi* 
ated as much as was pofllble for her, in fatisiaftion of thoie 
who had any fuit ta the King^ a& far as their Caufe wou'd 
bear. She had now been married divers years without having 
any Children, 'tho (b ripe for them, that nothing fcemed to be 
wanting on her part. I remember her the more particularly^, 

that 
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that flic fliewed publickly at my Audiences that favor to mc, as 
Jiot only my fervants but divers others took notice of it. After 
this my firft Audience, I went to fee Monfieur de Luynes, and 
tlie principal Miniftcrs of State, as alfo the Princes and Princcfles, 
^nd Ladies then in the Court, and particularly the Princefs of 
Conti, from whom I carried the Scarf formerly mentioned ^ and 
this is as much as I fliall declare in this place, concerning my 
Negotiation with the King and State ; my purpofc being, if God 
fends me Life, to fet them forth apart, as having the Copies of 
all my Difp^tches in a great Trunk in my Houfe in London ; 
and conQdering that in the time of my ftay there, there were 
divers Civil Wars in that Country, and that the Prince now 
King, pafled with my I^rd of Buckingham and others through 
France into Spain ; and the Bufinefs of the Elector Palatine in 
Bohemia, and the Battle of Prague, and divers other memorable 
accidents both of State and War, happened during the time of 
my employment 5 I conceive a Narration of them may be worth 
the feeing to them who have it not from a better hand j I ftiall 
only therefore relate here, as they come into my memory, certain 
little paflages, which may ferve in fonie part to declare the Hiftory 
of my Life. 

Coming back from Tours to Paris, I gave the befl: order I 
cou'd concerning the expenccs of my Houfe, Family and Stable, 
.that I might fettle all things as near as was pofTible in a cer- 
tain courfe, allowing according to the manner of France, fo 
many pounds of Beef, Mutton, Veal, and Pork, and fo much 
alio in Turkeys, Capons, Phicalants, Partridges, and all odier 

T Fowls, 
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Fowls> as alfo Pics and T^rts after the Fffench MaHMr, «}id 
after all this a dozen diflies of Sweet-Yneats every rnca! obn- 
ftantly t The ordering of thefe tWngs was the heavier to me, that 
tny wife flady refofed to come over into France^ as heihg mm 
€ntxfred into a Dropfie, which alfo had kept her wiSiocic ChiK- 
drcn for many years : I was conftrained thereferre fo mate Yilfe 
of a Steward who was underftanding ftnd dihgetit, but ho very 
honeft man : My chief SecJretary was William Bofw^B^ nc^ the 
iCmg's Agent in the Low-Cduntreys : My Scorttary 46t difc 
French Tongue was one Monfieur OzSer, %ho afierwarcts "wm 
the King'ls Agent in France : The <5entlemaii of itty Horic was 
Monfieur de Meiny, who afterwards cortirtiarideda looo Korfe 
Ml the Wars o^ GWmaiiy, aiid prdved a Vctj galkSft 'Gefide^ 
man: Mr. Crofe was ontof ihy prlndpid'G^iliien!eA)ifnd^fif^n- 
i¥tirds made the Kihg^s O^-be^aYCfr ^ andThdrnKs 6ftige'tht(t^- 
iJellerit Wit> the Kihg-s Caiver: EdiWurtd tt^ttftiry wlMMfti I 
iwade my under Secretfiiry, wws ^ftdiWrds <Mef-SWr«aty Votiit 
Lord Chamberlain i and one Mn SMith>SeWre«fiy to the Eilrl of 
Northunibtf ritnd ^ I nbhciihrfte tli»fe, irtd ^u'd fhawy fttdi^, thft 
eame to very good 'ft>ftfiiWs tfft^fwdrds, 'becalife I fHHy Vtrlffe 
that which I (kid before^ concerning the Gentlemen thut -Htfended 
me. 

'^Vhen 1 cattle te Pans the Ei^Hffi and Frericli Wttfc b ytij 
111 intdligehce -with each other> ihfomxseh that^toiie BUclkly ccrm- 
faig thitn to me,, (aid he ^as ^ffituked and huft fipon PoHtnetlf> 
bnly becairfehe wasan Englilhman: Nfcverthdtfs^er I'had bem 
in Piris^abotk a fti6«h> all the i&^gliik *Wc -fo WetedMe thithtt-, 
t - that 
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that no other MtioA was fo acceptable amongft thcn>, infoniuch 
that my Gendemcn having a quarrel with (bmc debauched JFreach, 
who in their drunkcnnefs quarrelled with them, divers principall 
Gendcmen of that nation offered themfelves to affift my People 
with their Sword^. 

It happened one d^y that my cpzen Oliver H^rb^rt and 
George Radney> being Gentlemen who attended me, and Henry 
Whittingham my Puder, had a quarrel with fome Frencbi upo^ 
I knpw not whjsif frivoloijs qccalion; it happened my cozen 
Oliver Herbert had for his oppofite 4 Fencer, belonging to the 
Prince of Conde, who was dangeroufly hurt by him in divers 
places i but as the Houfe or Hp^l of the Prince of Condi 
was not far oflT, and himfelf well-beloved in tl^ofe quarters, the 
French in great ipukitudes arifing, drove away the three above 
mentioned into my Houfe, purfuing them within the Gates s I 
perceiving this at a Window, ran out with my Sword, which 
the People no iboner faw, but they fled again as fall as ever 
they entered i howfoever the Prince of Conde his Fencer was 
in that danger of his Life, that Oliver Herbert was forced to 
fly France, which that he might do the better, I paid the faid 
Fencer 200 Crowns, or 60 pounds fterling, for his Hurt and 
Cures. 

The Plague now being hot in Paris, I defired the Duke of 
Montmorency to lend me the Caftle of Merlou, where I lived 
in the time of his moft noble father, which he willingly granted; 
Removing thither I enjoyed that fweet Place and Countrey, 
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wherein I found not a few* that welcomed me out of their an* 
cient acquaintance. 

On the one fide of me was the Baron de Montaterre of the 
reformed Religion, and Monfieur de Bouteville on the other, who 
*th6 young at that time, proved afterwards to be that brave Ca- 
valier which all France did fo mudi celebrate: In both their 
Caftles likewife were Ladies of much beauty and difcretion, and 
particularly a fifter of Bouteville, thought to be one of the chief 
Perfedlions of the time, whofe company yielded fbmc divertife- 
ment whea my publick occafions did fuffcr it. 

Winter being now come, I returned to my Houfe in Paris, 
and prepared for renewing the Oath of Alliance betwixt the two 
Crowns, for which as I faid formerly I had an extraordinary 
Commiflion ; neverthelefs the King put off the Bufinefs to as long 
a time as he well could. In the mean white Prince Henry of 
Naflau, brother to Prince Maurice, coming to Paris, was met 
and much welcomed by me, as being obliged to him, no lefs thaii 
to his brother in the Low-Countreys. This Prince and all his 
Train were feafted by me at Paris with an lOO Dilhcs, coding as 
I remember^ in all loo L 

The French King at lafl: refolving upon a day for performing 
the Ceremony, betwixt the two Crowns abovemention'd j myfelf 
and all my Train put ourfelves into that iumptuous Equipage 
that I remember it coft me oneway or another above looo/. 
And truly the magnificence of it was fuch, as a little French Book 

was 
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was prefently printed thereof: This being done I reHded here ia 
the quality of an ordinary Ambaflador. 

And now 1 fhall mention fome particular Paflages concerning 
myfelf, without cnt'ring yet any way into the whole frame and 
context of my Negotiation, referving them, as I faid before, to 
a particular Treatife; I fpent my Time much in the Vifits of 
the Princes, Counfell of State, and great Perfons of the French 
kingdom, who did ever punctually requite my Vifits : The like 
I did alfo to the chief Ambafladors there, among whom, the 
Venetian, Low Countrey, Savoy, and the united Princes in Ger- 
many Ambaffadors did bear me that refpeft, that they ufually 
met in my Houfe, to advife together concerning the great Af- 
fairs of that time : For as the Spaniard then was fo potent 
that he feemed to afFeft an univerfal Monarchy, all the abovemen- 
tioned Ambafladors did in one common Intereft ftrive to oppofe 
him: All our endeavours yet cou'd not hinder, but that he 
both publickly prevailed in his Attempts abroad, and privately 
did corrupt divers of the principal Minifters of State in this 
kingdom. I came to difcover this by many ways, but by none 
more effedlually than by the means of an Italian, who returned 
over by Letters of Exchange the Moneys the Spanifh Ambaf- 
fador received for his occafions in France ; for I perceived that 
when the faid Italian was to receive any extraordinary great 
fum for the Spanifh Ambaflador's ufe, the whole face of Affairs 
was prefently changed, infomuch that neither my Reafons, nor 
the Ambafladors abovcmentioned how valid fjever could pre- 
vail i tho yet afterwards we found means, together to reduce AP 

fairs 
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fairs to their former train; *6]\ fomc other new great fum 
coming to the Spanifh Ambafiador's hand, and from thence to the 
aforefaid Minifters of State, altered all. Howbeit divers Vifits 
paft betwixt the Spanifli Ambaflador and myfelf, in one of 
which he told me that tho our Interefts were divers^ yet wc 
might continue friendfhip in our particular perfons j for faid he, 
it can be no occafion of offence betwixt us, that each of ua 
ftrive the beft he can to ferve the King his mafter : I diflikcd 
not his Reafons, tho yet I cou'd not omit tx> tell hion that I 
wou'd maintain the dignity of the King my mafter the beft I 
cou'd i and this I faid becaufe the Spanifh Ambaflador had taken 
place of the Englifh in the time of Henry the fourth in this 
fafhion, they both meeting in an Anti-chamber to the Secretary 
of State, the Spanifh AmbaiTador leaning to the Wall in that 
poflure that he took the hand of the Englifh Ambaflador, faid 
publickly, I hold this place in the right of the King my mafter, 
which fmall punftilio being not refented by our Ambaflador at 
that time, gave the Spaniard occafion to bragg that he had 
taken the hand from our Ambaflador. This made me more 
watchfuU to regain the honor which the Spaniard pretended to 
have gotten herein, fo that tho the AmbafTador in his Vifits 
often repeated the words abovementioned, being in Spanifh, 
Que cada uno haga lo que pudiere por fu amoj let every 
man do the beft he can for his mafter i I attended the occa* 
fion to right my mafter ; it happened one day that both of us 
going to the French King for our feveral Aflfiurs, the Spanifh 
Ambaflador between Paris and Eftampes, being upon his way 
before me in his Coach, with a Train of about i6 or i8 per* 

fons 
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ions on horfeback, I following him in my Coach with about 
10 or 12 Horfe, found that either I muft go the Spanifh 
pace, which is flow, or if I hafted to pafs him, tliat I muft 
hazard the lufFering of fome Affront like unto that our former 
Ambaflador received ; propofing hereupon to my gentlemen the 
whole bufincfs, I told them that I meant to redeem the honor 
of the King my mafter fome way or other, demanding further 
whether they would aflift me ? which they promifing, I bid the 
Coachman drive on 5 the Spanifh Ambaffador feeing me approach^ 
and imagining what my intention was, fent a Gentleman to me, 
to tell mc he defired to falutc me, which I accepting, the Gen- 
tleman retuimcd to the Ambaflador, who alighting from his 
•Coach attended me in the middle ^of the Highway, which being 
-pcrceiv*d by ine I alighted olfb, when fome octravagant Com- 
plements having paft betwixt us, the Spanifh Ambaffador took 
iiis leave x)f me, went to a dry ditch not far off, upon pre- 
(tcnct 'oftmaking water, but indeed to hold the upper hamd of 
.me while I pafl by in my Coach, which being obferved by mc 
I left my Xloach, and getting upon a fpare Horfe I had there,, 
xrode into:the faid dry ditch, andtiilling him aloud, that I knew 
well why he flood there, bid him afterwards get to his Coach, 
for I mufl ride that way : the Spanifli Ambaffador who under- 
flood me well, went to his Coach grumbling and difcontentedj^ 
'tho yet neither he nor his Train did any more than look one 
upon another in a confufed manner ; my Coach this while paflP- 
Jng by the Ami>aflSuior on the £ime tfide I was, I fhortly after 
left my Horfe and got into it ; It hap'ned thiswhife, that one 

of 
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of my Coach HoiTes having loft a Shoe, I thought fit to ftay 
at a Smith's Forge, about a quarter of a mile before ; this Shoe 
cou'd not be put on fo foon, but that the Spanilh Ambaffador 
overtook us, and might indeed have paft us, but that he thought 
I wou'd give him another Affront; attending therefore the 
Smith's leafure, he ftayed in the Highway to bur no little ad- 
miration, untill my Horfe was fliotd ; we continued our journey 
to Eftampes, the Spanifh Ambaffador following us ftill at a good 
diftancc, 

I fhou'd fcarce have mentioned this Paffage, but that the Spa- 
niards do fo much ftand upon their Pundonores ; for confirming 
whereof I have thought fit to remember the Anfwcr a Spanifh 
Ambaffador made to Philip the Second King of Spain, who find- 
ing fault with him for neglefting a Bufincfs of great Importance 
in Italy, becaufe he cou'd not agree with the French Ambaffador 
about fome fuch Pundonore as this, faid to him, Como a dexado 
una Cofa di importancia per una ceremonia 1 How, have you left 
a Bufinefs of importance for a ceremony 1 The Ambaffador boldly 
replied to his matter, Como por una ceremonia 1 Vuefla Majefta 
mifma no es fino una ceremonia : How, for a ceremony ? Your 
Majefty's felf is but a ceremony. 

Howfoever the Spanifh Ambaffador taking no notice publickly 
of the Advantage I had of him herein, diffembled it as I heard 
'till he cou'd find fome fit occafion to refcnt this Paffage, which 
yet he never did to this day. 

Among 
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Among the Vifits I rendered to the Grandees of France, one 
of the principal I made was to that brave General the Duke 
of Lefdigueres, who was now grown very old and deaf; his firft 
words to me were, Monfieur you muft do me the honor to fpeak 
high, for I am deaf; my anfwer to him was. You was born to 
command and not to obey ; it is enough if others have Ears to 
hear you : This Complement took him much, and indeed I have 
a Manufcript of his Military Precepts and Obfervations, which I 
value at a great Price. 

I fhall relate now fome things concerning myfelf, which 'tho 
they may feem fcarce credible yet before God are true : I had 
been now in France about a year and an half when my Tay- 
lour, Andrew Henly of Bafil, who now lives in Blackfryars, 
demanded of me half a yard of Satin to make me a Suit more 
than I was accuftomed to give, of which I required a Reafon, 
faying, I was not fatter now than when I came to France ; he 
anfwered. It was true, but you are taller; whereunto when I 
wou'd give no credit, he brought his old meafures, and made 
it appear that they did not reach to their juft places ; I told 
him I knew not how this hap'ncd, but howfoever he fhou'd 
have half a yard more, and that when I came into England I 
wou'd clear the doubt, for a litde before my departure thence, 
I remember William Earl of Pembrook and myfelf did meafurc 
heights together at the requcft of the Countefs of Bedford, and 
he was then higher than I by about the breadth of my little 
finger ; at my return therefore into England I meafured again 
with the fame Earl, and to both our great wonders found my- 
. . U felf 
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felf taller than he by the breadth of a little finger; which 
grov/th of mine I cou'd attribute to no other caufe but to my 
Quartan Ague formerly mentioned, which when it quitted me, 
left me in a more perfedt health than I formerly enjoyed, and 
indeed difpofed me to fomc follies which I afterwards repented 
and do dill repent of; but as my wife refofed to come over, 
and my Temptations were great, I hope the faults I committed 
arc the more pardonable -, howfoever I can fay truly, that whether 
in France or England, I was never in a Bawdyhoufe, nor ufed 
my Pleafures intcmperately, and much lefs did accompany them 
with that Diflimulation and Falfehood which is commonly found 
in men addifted to love women: To conclude this Paffage, 
which I unwillingly mention, I mufl protcft again before God, 
that I never delighted in that or any other Sin, and that if I 
tranlgreflfed fometimes in this kind, it was to avoid a greater 111 ; 
for certainly if I had been provided with a lawful remedy, I fhou'd 
have fallen into no extravagancy : I cou'd extenuate my &ult by 
telling circuniftances which wou'd have operated I doubt upon 
the chaftefl of mankind, but I forbear, thofe things being not 
fit to be Ijpoken of; for tho the Philofophers have accounted 
this ad to be Inter honefta fadlu, where neither injury nor vio- 
lence was oflFered, yet they ever reckoned it among the Turpia 
di£bu s I (hall therefore only tell fome other things alike fh-ange 
of myfclf. 

I weighed myfelf in Ballances often with men lower than my- 
fclf by the head, and in their bodies flenderer, and yet was found 
Kghter than they, as Sir John Davers Knight, and Richard Grif- 

fidis 
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fiths now living can witncis, with both whom I have been weighed ; 
1 had alfo, and have ftill a pulfe on the Crown of my Head j it 
is well known to thofc that wsut in my Chamber, that the Shirts, 
Waiftcoats, and other Garments I wear next my Body are fweet, 
beyond what either eafily can be believed, or hath been ob- 
ferved in any clfe, which fwcetnefs alfo was found to be in my 
Breath above others, before I ufcd to take Tobacco, which to- 
wards my latter Time I was forced to take againft certain Rheumcs 
and Catarres that trouble me, which yet did not taint my Breath 
for any long time ; I fcarce ever felt cold in my Life, 'tho yet fo 
fubjeit to Catarres, that I think no man ever was more obnoxious 
to it ; all which I do in a familiar way mention to my pofterity, 
tho otherwife diey might be thought fcarce worth the writing. 

The efFeft of my being fent into France by the King my 
mafter, being to hold all good Intelligence betwixt both Crowns, 
my employment was both noble and pleafing, and my pains not 
great, France having no defign at that time upon England, and 
King James being that pacifick Prince all the world knew. 
And thus befides the times I fpent in Treaties and Negotia- 
tions, I had either with the Minifters of State in France, or 
foreign Ambaffadors refiding in Paris, I had (pare time not only 
for my Book but for Vifits to divers Grandees, for litde more 
ends than obuining fome Intelligence of the Affairs of that 
kingdom and civil Converfarion, for which their free, generous 
and cheerful Company was no little native ; perfons of ajl qua- 
lity being fo addidcd to have mutual Entertainment with each 
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other, that in calme Weather one might find all the noble and 
good Company in Paris of both fexes, either in the Garden of 
the Tuilleries or in the Park of Bois de Vincennes, they think- 
ing it almoft an Incivility to refufe their Prefence and free Dif- 
courfe to any who were capable of coming to thofe places, either 
under the recommendation of good Parts, or but fo much as hand- 
fome Cloths and a good Equipage -, when foul Weather was, they 
ipent their time in Vifits at each others Houfes, 'where they inter- 
changed civil Difcourfes, or heard Mufick, or fell to Dancing, 
ufing according to the manner of that Countrey all the reafonable 
Liberties they cou'd with their Honor ; while their manner was 
either in the Garden of the Tuilleries or clfewhere, if any one 
difcourfmg with a Lady did fee fome other of good fafhion ap- 
proach to her, he wou'd leave her and go to fome other Lady, he 
who converfed with her at that time quitting her alfo and going to 
fome other, that fo Addreffes might be made equal and free to aU 
without fcniple on any part, neither was exception made or quar- 
rel begun upon thefe terms. 

It hap'ned one day that I being ready to return from the 
Tuilleries, about eight of the Clock in the Summer, with Inten- 
tion to write a Difpatch to the King about fome Intelligence 
I had received there, the Queen attended with her principal 
Ladies, without fo much as one Cavalier, did enter the Garden ; 
I ftayed on one fide of an Alley there to do my Reverence 
to her and the reft, and fo return to my Houfe, when the 
Queen perceiving me ftaid awhile as if ftie expelled I fhou'd 

attend 
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attend her, but as I ftlrrcd not nnorc than to give her that 
great Refpeft I owed her, the Princefs of Conti who was next 
called me to her, and faid I muft go along with her, but I 
excufing myfelf upon occafion of a prefent Difpatch which I was 
to make unto his Majefly, the Dutchefs of Antador who fol- 
lowed her came to me, and faid I muft not refufe her, where- 
upon leading her by her arms according to the manner of that 
Countrey, the Princefs of Conti offended that I had denied her 
that Civility, which I had yielded to anothen took me off, after 
fhe had demanded the confent of the Dutchefs, but the Queen 
then alfo ftaying I left the Princefs, and with all due Humility, 
went to the Queen and led her by the arms, walking thus to 
a place in the Garden where fome Orange Trees grew, and 
here difcourfing with her Majefty bare-headed, fome fmall fhot 
fell on both our heads ; the occafion whereof was this, the King 
being in the Garden and (hooting at a Bird in the Air, which 
he did with much perfeftion, the defcent of- his (hot fell juft 
upon us ; the Queen was much ftartled herewith, when I com* 
ing nearer to her, demanded whether Ihe had received any harm -, 
to which (he anfwering no, and therewith taking two or three 
fmall pellets from her hair, it was thought fit to fend a Gardi- 
ner to the King, to tell him that her Majefty was there, and 
that he (hou'd (hoot no more that way, which was no fooner 
heard among the Nobles that attended him, but many of them 
leaving him came to the Queen and Ladies, among whom was 
^ Monfieijr le Grand, who finding the Queen ftill difcourfing with 

♦ Hogcr Due de Beilcgarde, grand Efcuycr. 
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nic Hole behind her, and letting fall gently fomc Comfits he 
had in his pocket upon the Queen's hair, gave her occafion to 
apprehend that fome (hot had fallen on her again ; turning here- 
upon to Monfieur k Grand, I faid that I marvelled that fo 
old a Courtier as he was cou'd find no means to entertain 
Ladies but by making them afraid; but the Queen (hortly 
after returning to her Lodging, I took my Leave of her and came 
home : All which Paflage I have thought fit to fet down, the 
Accident above-mentioned bemg fo ftrange, that it can hardly be 
parellel'd* 

It fell out one day that the Prince of Conde coming to my 
Houfe, fome Speech happened concerning the King my mafter, 
in whom tho he acknowledged much Learning, Knowledge, Cle* 
mency, and divers other Vcrtues, yet he faid he had heard that 
the King was much given to Curfing; I anfwered that it was 
out of his Gendenefs i but the Prince demanding how curfing 
cou*d be a Gentlenefs ? I replied yes, for tho he cou'd punifh 
men himfelf, yet he left them to God to punifh s which defence 
of the King my mafter was afterwards much celebrated in the 
French Court. 

♦ Monfieur de Luincs continuing ftill the King's Favorite, ad- 
viicd him to war againft his Subje£bs of the reformed Religion 
in France ; faying he wou'd neither be a great Prince as long 
as he fufFercd fo puiflant a Party to remain within his Domi- 

* Charles Albret Due of Luyncs. 
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nions, nor cou'd juftly ftile himfelf the moft Chriftian King, as 
long as he permitted fuch Hereticks to be in that great num- 
ber they were, or to hold thofe ftrong places which by publick 
Edift were afligned to them, and therefore that he fliou'd .ex- 
tirpate them as the Spaniards had done the Moors, who are 
all banifhed into other Countreys, as we may find in their Hif- 
tories : This Counfell tho approved by the young King was yet 
difliked by other grave and wife Perfons about him, and par- 
ticularly by the Chancellor Sillery and the Prefident Jannin, who 
thought better to have a Peace which had two Religions, than 
a War that had none. Howbeit the Defign of Luines was ap- 
plauded, not only by the Jefuit Party in France, but by fome 
Princes and other martial Perfons, infomuch that the * Duke of 
Guife coming to fee me one day, faid that they Ihou'd never 
be happy in France, 'till thofe of the Religion were rooted out ; 
I anfwer'd that I wonder'd to hear him fay fo ; and the Duke 
demanding why, I replied that whenfoever thofe of the Reli- 
gion were put down, the turn of the great Perfons, and Gover- 
nors of Provinces of that kingdom would be next : and that 
tho' the prefent King were a good Prince, yet that their luccef- 
fors may be otherwife, and that men did not know how foon 
Princes might prove Tyrants when they had nothing to fear j 
which Speech of mine was fatal, fmce thofe of the Religion 
were no fooner reduced into that weak condition in which now 
they are, but the Governors of Provinces were brought lower, 
and curbed much in their power and authority, and the Duke 

♦ Charles fon of Henry Duke of Guife, who was killed at Blois, 
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of Guiic firfl: of them all, fo that I doubt not but my words 
were well remembered. Howfoever the War now went on with 
much fervor, neither cou'd I difwade it, 'tho' ufing according 
to the Inflru(flions I had from the King my mafter many Ar- 
guments for that purpofe. I was told often, that if the Re- 
formation in France had been like that in England, where they 
obfcrved we retained the Hierarchy together with decent Rites 
and Ceremonies in the Church, as alfo holidays in the memory 
of Saints, Mufick in Churches, and divers other Teftimonies, 
both of glorifying God and giving honor and reward to Learning, 
they cou'd much better have tolerated it ; but fuch a rafh and 
violent Reformation as theirs was, ought by no means to be ap- 
proved i whereunto I anfwered, that tho the Caufes of departing 
from the Church of Rome were taught and delivered by many 
fober and modeft perfons, yet that the Reformation in great 
part was adted by the common people, whereas ours began at 
the Prince of State, and therefore was more moderate j which 
Reafon I found did not difpleafe them: I added further then, 
that the rcform'd Religion in France wou'd eafily enough admit 
an Hierarchy, if they had fufficient means among them to main- 
tain it, and that if their Churches were as fair as thofe which 
the Roman Catholicks had, they wou'd ufe the more decent forts 
of Rights and Ceremonies, and together like well of Organs and 
Quires of Singers, rather than make a Breach or Schifm on that 
occafion ; as for holidays I doubted not but the principal Perfons,. 
and Minifters of their Religion wou'd approve it much better 
than the common People, who being Labourers and Artizens for 
the moft part, had the advantages for many more days than the 

Roman 
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Roman Catholicks for getting their living ; howfoever that thofc 
of the Religion had been good Cautions to make the Roman 
Catholick Priefts if not better, yet at leaft more wary in their 
Lives and Aftions ; it being evident that fince the Reformation 
began among thofe of the Religion, the Roman Catholicks had 
divers ways reformed themfelves, and abated not only much of 
tlieir power they ufurped over Laics, but were more pious and 
continent than formerly. Laftly that thofe of the Religion ac- 
knowledged folely the King's Authority in government of all 
Affairs, whereas the other fide held the regal Power, not only 
inferior in divers points, but fubordinate to the Papal, nothing 
of which yet ferved to divert Monficur de Luines, or the King 
from their Refolutions- 

The King having now aflembled an Army, and made fomc 
progrefs againft thofe of the Religion, I had Inftruftion fent me 
from the King my mailer to mediate a Peace, and if I could 
not prevail therein, to ufe fome fuch words as may both argue 
his Majefly'5 Care of them of the Religion ; and together to let 
the French King know, that he would not permit their total 
ruin and exterpation* The King was now going to lay Siege 
to St. Jean d'Angely, when myfelf was newly recovered of a 
Fever at Piris, in which, befides the help of many able Phyfi- 
tians, I had the comfort of divers vifits from n»ny principal 
Grandees of France, and particularly the Princefs of Conti, who 
wou'd fet by my Bedfide two or three hours, and with cheerful 
difcourfe entertain me^ tho yet I was brought fo low, that I cou'd 
fcarce return any thing by way of anfwcr but thanks j the com- 
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mand yet which I received from the King my maftcr quiclcened 
me, infomuch that by flow degrees I went into my Coach to- 
gether with my Train towards St. Jean d'Angely ; being arrived 
witliin a fmall diftance of that place, I found by divers cir- 
cumftances that the efFcft of my Negotiation had been difco- 
wred from England, and that I was not welcome thither : how- 
bcit having obtained an audience from the King, I expofed what 
I had in charge to fay to him, to which yet I received no other 
Anfwer but that I fhou'd go to Monfieur de Luines, by whom 
1 fhou'd know his Majefty's Intention. Repairing thus to 
him I did find outwardly good reception, th6 yet I did not 
know how cunningly he proccieded to betray and fruftrate my 
endeavours for thofe of the Religion ; for hiding a Gentleman 
called Monfieur Amaud behind the Hangings in his Chamber, 
who was then of the Religion, but had promifed a revolt to 
the King's fide ; this Gentleman, as he himfelf confcfTed after- 
wards to the Earl of Carlifle, had in charge to relate unto thofe 
of the Religion, how little help they might cxpcdt from me, 
when he fhould tell them the Anfwers which Monfieur dc Luines 
made mc ; fitting thus in a Chair before Monfieur de Luines, 
he demanded the cffeft of my Btrfinefs ; I anfwered that tht 
King my mafler commanded me to mediate a Peace betwixt his 
Majefty and his Subjefts of the Religion, and that I defired to 
do it in all thofe feir and equal Terms which might Hand with 
the honor of France and the good Intelligence betwixt the two 
kingdoms ; to which he returned this rude Anfwer only. What 
hath the King your mafler to do with our Aftions ? Why doth 
he meddk with our Affairs ? My Reply was^ That the King 
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my inaftcr ought not to give an Account of the reafon which 
induced him hereunto, and for me it was enough to obey him j 
howbeit if he did afk me in more gentle Terms, I ihou'd do 
die beft I cou'd to give him fatisfadion ; to which tho he an- 
fwered no more than the word Bicn, or well, I purfuing my 
Inftrudtiqn fkid, Tliat the King my iTufter according to the 
mutual Stipulation betwixt Henry the fourdi and liimfelf, that 
the furvivor of either of them (hou'd procure the Tranquility 
and Peace of the other's Eftate, had lent this meflage, and diat 
he had not only te(tified this his pious Inclination heretofore in 
the late Civil Wars of France, .but was dcfirous on this occafion 
alfo to (how how much he flood afFedled to the good of the 
kingdom j befides he hoped that when Peace was eftabliftied here, 
that the French King might be the more eafily difpofed to affift 
the Palatine, who was an ancient Friend and Allie of the 
French Crown. His Reply to this was. We will have none of 
your Advices j whereupon I faid. That I took thofc words for 
an Anfwer, and was forry only that they did not underftand 
fufficiently the AfFedtion and Good-will of the King my maftcj: ; 
and fince they rcjedled it upon thofe Terms, I had in charge 
to tell iiim. That we knew very well what we had to do. 
Luines feeming offended herewith, faid. Nous ne vous craignons 
pas, or we are not afraid of you ; I replied hereupon. That if 
you had faid you had not loved us, I fhould have believed 
you, but fliou'd have returned you another Anfwer; in the mean 
while that I had no more to fay than what I told him for- 
merly, which was that we knew what we had to do. This *di6 
iumewhat lels than was in my InftruAions^ £o angered him^ that 
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in much paflion he faid. Par Dieu (i vous n'crics Monfieur VAm^ 
baffadeur, je vous traitterois d*un' 'autre forte; by God if you 
were not Monfieur Ambafladory I wou*d ufe you after another 
fafhion. My Anfwer was. That as I was an Ambaflador^ fo I 
was alio a Gendeman, and therewithal! laying my hand upoft 
the hilt of my Sword, told him, there was that which (hou'd 
make him an Anfwer, and fb arofe from my Chair j to which 
Monfieur de Luines made no Reply, but arifing likewife from 
his Chair offered civilly to accompany me to the Door ; but I 
telling him there was no occafion for him to ufe Ceremony af- 
ter to rude an Entertainment, I departed from him ; from thence 
returning to my Lodging, I (ppnt three or four days afterwards 
in feemg the manner of the French Difcipline in making ap- 
proaches to Towns; at what time I remember, that gomg in 
my Coach within reach of Cannon, thofe in die Town imagin- 
ing me to be an Enemy> made many Shots againft me, which 
fo affrighted my Coachman that he durft drive no farther, where- 
upon alighting I bid him put the Horfes out of danger ; and 
notwithftanding many more Shots made againft me, went on 
foot to the Trenches, where one Seaton a Scotchman conduc- 
ing me, fhewed me their Works,^ in which I found little dif- 
fering from the Low Countrey manner. Having fatisfied myfelf 
in this manner, I thought fit to take my leave of the King 
being at Cognac, the City of St. Jean d'Angely being now fur- 
rendered unto him;, coming thus to a Village not far from 
Cognac^ about ten of the Clock at night, I found ail the Lodg- 
ings pofTelTcd by Souldiers, fo that alighting in the Market-place^ 
I fent my Servants to the Inns to get fomc Provifionj, who bring- 
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ing me only fix Rye Loaves^ which I was doubtfull whether I 
Ihou'd bcftow on myfelf and Company^ or on my Horfes> Mon- 
fieur dc Fonts, a French Nobleman of the Religion, attended 
with a brave Train, hearing of my being there, ofFer'd me Lodg- 
ing in his Cattle near adjoyning: I told him it was a great 
Courtefie at that rime, yet I cou'd not with my Honor accept 
it, fince I knew it wou'd indanger him, my Bulinefs to thofe 
Parts being in favour of thofe of the Religion, and the chief 
Minifters of Sutc in France being jealous of my holding Intel- 
ligence with him j howbeit if he wou'd procure me Lodging in 
the Town, I fliould take it kindly : Whereupon fending his Ser- 
vants round about the Town, he found at laft in the Houfe of 
one of hb Tenants a Chamber, to which when he had condufted 
me, and together gotten fome little Accommodation for myfelf 
and Horfes, I defired him to depart to his Lodgings, he being 
then in a place, which his Enemies the King's Souldiers had pof- 
feffed : All which was not fo Clently carried but that the faid 
Nobleman was accufed afterwards at the French Court upon fuf- 
picion of holding Correlpondence with me, whereof it was my 
fortune to clear him. 

Com'ing next day to Cognac, the Marefchall de St. Geran, my 
ooble friend, privately met me, and faid I was not in a place 
of furety there, as having offended Monfieur de Luines who was 
the King's Favorite, defiring me withall to advife wJiat I had ta 
do: I told him I was in a place of Surety whcrefoever I had, 
my Sword by my fide, and that I intended to demand AudU 
^ence of the Kings which alfo being obtained,, I found not fa 
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cold a rccqjtion as I dioiight to meet irith ; infomuch that f 
parted with his MzjcRy to all outward appearance tn ^eiy good 
Terms. 

From hence rctumiBg to Paiii fhordy after, I Sound royicif 
welcome to all thofe Minifters of State Acre and Noblemen, who 
either envied the Grcatncfs or loved not the Infolendes of Men- 
fieur de Luines ; by whom dfo I was told, diat the faid Luinea 
had intended to fend a brother of his into England with an Am- 
bafly, the effeft whereof Ihou'd be chiefly to complain againft aic, 
and to obtain that I (hou'd be repealed . and that he intended to 
relate the Paflages betwixt us at St. Jean d'Angely in a muck 
different manner from that I reported, and that he wou*d chaise 
me with giving the firft Offence. After thanks for this advcr- 
tifement, I told them, my relation of the Bufinels betwixt us, in 
the manner I delivered, was true, and that I wou'd juftific it with 
my Sword, at which they being nothing fcandalized, wiihed me 
good fortune. 

The Ambaffador into England following fliortly after with a 
huge Train in a fumptuous manner, and an Accufation fram'd 
againft me, I was fent for home, of which I was gkd, my pay- 
ment being fo ill, that I was run far into debt with my Mer- 
chants, who had aflifted me now widi 3 or 4000/. more than 
1 was able at the prefent to difcharge. Coming thus to Court, 
the Duke of Buckingham who was then my noble friend, in- 
formed me at large of the objeftions rcprefcnted by the French 
Ambaffador i to which when I had made my defence in thcj. 

manner 
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Planner above related, I added that I was ready to make good all 
that I had fiiid with my Sword ; and (hordy after I did in the 
prefence of his Majefty and the Duke of Buckingham, humbly 
defire leave to fend a Trumpet to Monfieur de Luines, to offer 
him the Combate upon terms that paft betwixt us ; which was 
not permitted, otherwife than that they wou'd take my offer into 
confideration. Howfoever notice being publickly taken of this 
my defire, much occafion of Speech was given, every man that 
heard thereof much favouring me, but the Duke of Luines death 
following (hordy after, the Bufinefs betwixt us was ended, and I 
commanded to return to my former charge in France^ I did 
not yet prefently go as finding much difficulty to obtain the 
Moneys due to me from the Exchequer, and therewith, as alfa 
by my own Revenues, to fatisfie my Creditors in France. The 
♦ Earl of Carlifle this while being imployed extraordinary Ambaf- 
fador to France, brought home a confirmation of the Paflages 
betwixt Monfieur de Luines and myfelf, Monfieur de Amaud> 
who flood behind the Hangings as above related, having verified 
all I faid, infomuch that the King my mafter was well fatisfied of 
my Truth* 

Having by this time cleared all my Debts, when demanding 
new Inftruftions from the King my mafter, the Earl of Carlifle 
brought me this Meflage, That his Majefl:y had that experience 
of my Abilities and Fidelity, that he wou*d give me no Inftruc- 

♦ James Hay Ear! of Carlifle, Knight of the Garter, MWlcr of the 
great Wardrobe, axul Etvbt&dox kk Germany and Fsaocc. 

tions> 
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tions, but leave all things to my difcretioh, as knowing I wou'd 
proceed with that Circumfpeftion, as I fhou'd be better able to 
difcern, upon emergent occafions what was fit to be done, than 
that I (hou'd need to attend diredtions from hence, which befidcs 
that they wou'd be flow, might perchance be not Co proper, or 
correfpojident to the conjunfture of the great Affairs then in agita- 
tion, both in France and Germany, and other parts of Chriftendom, 
and that theft things therefore muft be left to my Vi^ance, 
Prudence, and Fidelity : Whereupon I told his Lordfhip that I 
took this as a fingular expreffion of the Truft his Majefty repofed 
in me i howbeit that I defired his Lordfhip to pardon me, if I 
faid I had herein only received a greater Power and Latitude 
to err ; and that I durfl not trufl my Judgment fo far as that I 
wou'd prefume to anfwer for all Events, in fuch faftious and 
turbulent Times, and therefore again did humbly defire new In- 
ftruftions, which I promifed pundtually to follow. The Earl of 
Carlifle returning hereupon to the King, brought me yet no other 
Anfwer back than that I formerly mentioned, and that his Majefly 
did fo much confide in me, that he wou'd limit me with no other 
Inflruftions, but refer all to my Difcretion, promifing together 
that if Matters proceeded not as well as might be wifht, he wou'd 
attribute the Default to any thbg rather than to my not perform- 
ing my Duty. 

Finding his Majefly thus refolved, I humbly took leave of 
him and my Friends at Court, and went to Monfieur Savage, 
when demanding of him new Letters of Credit, his Anfwer was. 
He cou'd not fumifh mc as he had before, there being no li- 
mited 
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mited fum exprefled there, but that I fhou^d have as much as 
I needed i to which tho I anfwered that I had paid all, yet as 
Monfieur Savage replied that I had not paid it at the time agreed 
jon, he faid he cou'd furnifli me with a Letter only for three thou- 
fand Pounds, and neverthelefs that he was confident I fhou'd have 
more if I required it, which I found true, for I took up after- 
wards upon my Credit there as much more, as made in the whole 
five or fix thoufand Pounds. 

Coming thus to Paris I found myfelf welcomed by all the 
principal Perfons, no body that I found there bqing cither of- 
fended with the Paflages betwixt me and Monfieur de Luines, 
or that were forry for his death, in which number the Queen's 
Majefl:y feemed the moft eminent perfon, as one who long fince 
had hated him : Whereupon alfo I cannot but remember this 
Paflage, that in an Audience I had one day from the Queen, I 
demanded of her how far fhe wou'd have aflifl:ed me with her 
good Offices againfl: Luines ? She replied, that what Caufe foever 
ihe might have to hate him, either by reafon or by force, they 
wou'd have made her to be of his fide i to which I anfwered in 
Spanilh, No ay feurce por las a Reynasi there is no force for 
Queens ; at which Ihe fmiled. 

And now I began to proceed in all publick Affairs according 
to the Liberty with which my matter was pleafed to honor me, 
confining myfelf to no Rules but thofe of my own Difcretion : 
My Negotiations in the mean while proving fo fuccefsfull, that 
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during the remainder of my (lay there, his Majefty received much 
iads&£bion concerning my Carriage^ as fioding I had preierved 
his Honor and Intereft in all great Affiurs dien emergent in 
France, Germany, and odicr parts of Chrifbcndom ; which Work 
being of great concernment I found the ealier, that his Majc- 
fties Ambafladors and Agents every where gave me perfed In- 
telligence of all that happened within dieir Precindss infomuch 
that from Sir Henry Wotton his Majcfty's Aiid>afiador at Ve- 
nice, who was a learned and witty Gendeman, I received all the 
News of Italy } as alfo from Sir Ilaak Wake, who did more 
particularly acquaint me widi the Bufineis of Savoy, * Valcntina^ 
and Switzerland $ from Sir Francis Netheriole his Majefty's Agent 
in Germany, and more particularly with the united Princes there, 
on the behalf of his fon in law, the Paladne or King of Bo- 
hemia, I received all the News of Germany i from Sir Dudley 
Carkon his Majefly's Ambaflador in die Low-Countrys, I re- 
ceived Intelligence concerning all the Afiairs of diat State; and 
from Mr. William Trumball his Majefty's Agent at Bniflels, all 
the Affairs on diat fide ; and laftly, from Sir Walter Afton his 
Majefty's Ambafiador in Spain, and after him from the Earl of 
Briftol and Lord Couington, I had Intelligence from die Spanifh 
Court > out of all whofe reladons being CQn:^>ared together, I 
found Matter enough to direft my Judgment in all publick Pro- 
ceedings : Befides in Paris I had the chief Intelligence which came 
to either Monfieur de Langherac, the Low Coontrey Ambafiador^ 

* The Valtelioe. 
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cr Monfieur Poftck Agent for the united Princes in Germany, 
and Sigr. Contarinl Ambaflador for Venice^ and Sigr. Guifcardi 
my particular Friend^ Agent for Mantoua, and Monfieur Gue- 
retin Agent for the Pahcine or King of Bohemiat and Monfieur 
Villers for the Suifie, and Monfieur Ainorant Agent for Geneva, 
by whofe means, upon die refoltance of the fcveral Advertifcments 
given me, I found what I had to do. 

The Wars in Germany were now hot, when fevend French 
Gendemen came to me for Recommendations to tRe Queen of 
Bohemia, whofe Service diey defired to advance, which alfo I 
performed as efFedually as I cou'd; howbeit as after the Battk 
of Prague, the Imperial Side feemed wholly to prevail, thefo 
Gentlemen had not the fatis(a^6n expeded. About this time 
the Duke de Crouy, imjployed fixxm Bruflcls to the French Courts 
coming to fee me, faid by way of Rhodomontade, as tho he wou'd 
not fpeak of our Ifles, yet he faw all the reft of the World 
muft bow under the Spaniards to Mfhich I anfwered, God be 
thanked they are not yet come to that pafs, or when they were, 
they have this yet to cmnfort them, that at worft they fhou'd 
be but the fame which you are now ; which Speech of mine 
being afterwards, I know not how divulged, was much applauded 
by the French, as believing I intended that other Countrcys 
(hou'd be but under the fame fevere Government to whicli the 
Duke of Crouy and thofe within the Spanifh Dombions were 
fubjeft. 

Ya It 



\6^ THE L I F E OF 

It hap'ned one day that' the Agent from Bruflcls, and Ann* 
baflador from the Low Countreys, came to fee me immediately 
one after the other, to whom I faid familiarly, that I thought that 
the Inhabitants of the parts of the feventeen Provinces, which 
^ere under the Spaniards, might be compared to Horfes in a 
Stable, which as they were finely curried, dreft, and fed, fo they 
were well ridden alfo, fpurred, and galled : And that I thought 
the Low Countrcy men were like to Horfes at Grafs, which tho 
they wanted fo good keeping as the other had, yet might leap, 
kick, and fling, as much as they wou'd ; which freedom of mine 
difpleafed neither : Or if the Low Country Ambaflador did think 
I had Ipoken a litde too fharply, I pleafcd him afterwards, when 
continuing my Difcourfe, I told him that the States of the United 
Provinces had within a narrow room fhut up fo much warlike 
Provifion both by Sea and Land, and together demonftrated fuch 
Courage upon all occafions, that it feemed they had more need 
of Enemies than of Friends, which Compliment I found did 
pleafe him. 

About this time the French being jealous that the King my 
matter wou'd match the Prince his Son with the King of Spain's 
Sifter, and together relinquifli his Alliance with France, myfelf 
-who did endeavour nothing more than to hold all good Intelli- 
gence betwixt the two Crowns, had enough to do. The Count 
de Gondomor paffing now from Spain into England came to fee 
ire at Paris, about ten of the Clock in the morning, when 
after feme Complements, he told me that he was to go towards 

England 
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England the next nnorning, and that he defined my Coach to 
acconfipany him out of Town -, I told him after a free and merrjr 
manner he Ihou'd not have my Coach, and that if he de- 
manded it, it was not becaufe he needed Coaches, the Pope's 
Nuntio, the Emperor's Ambaflador, the Duke of Bavaria's Agen^ 
and others having Coaches enough to furntfli him, but becaufe 
he wou'd put a Jealoufie betwixt me and the French, as if I 
inclined more to the Spanilh fide than to theirs : Gondomor then 
looking merrily upon me, faid, I will dine with you yet 3 I told 
him by his good favor he ftiou'd not dine with me at that 
time, and that when I wou'd entertain the Ambaflador of fo 
great a King as his, it fliou'd not be upon my Ordinary, but 
that I wou'd make him a Feaft worthy of fo great a Perfon ; 
howbeit that he might fee after what manner I lived, I defired 
fome of my Gentlemen to bring his Gentlemen into the Kitcheri, 
where after my ufual manner were three Spits foil of Meat, 
divers Pots of boyled Meat, and an Oven with (lore of Pyes in 
it, and a Dreflfcr Board covered with all manner of good Fowle, 
and fome Tarts, Pans with Tarts in them after the French 
manner; after which being conducted to another Room, they 
were fliewed a Dozen or fixteen Difties of Sweetmeats, all which 
was but the ordinary allowance for my Table : The Spaniards 
returning now to Gondomor told him what good Cheer they 
-found, notwithftanding v/hich I told Gondomor again that I de- 
fired to be excufed, if I thought this Dinner unworthy of him, 
and that when occafion were, 1 fliou'd entertain him after a much 
abetter manner -, Gondomor hereupon coming near me, faid, he 
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efteemed mc much, and that he meant only to piit a Trick 
upon mc, which he found I had difcovcr'd, and that he thought 
duit an , EngBfhman had not known how to avoid handfomely 
a Trick put upon him under (hew of Civility j and that I ever 
l^ou'd find him my Friend, and wou'd do mc all the good Of- 
fices he cou'd in Ef^land, which alio he really perform'd, as 
the Duke of Lenox and the Earle q£ Penf>brook confirmed to 
me ; Gondomor faying to them, that I was a man fit for Im- 
ploymcnt, and that he thought Englifhmcn, th6 othcrwife able 
Perfons, knew not how to make a denial handibmely, which yet 
I had done* 

This Gondomor being an abfe Perfbn> and dexterous in his 
Negotiations, had fo prevailed widi King James that his Majefty 
refolvcd to puriue his Treaty with Spain, and for that pur- 
pofe to fend his fon Prince Charles in perfon to conclude the 
Match, when after fome debate whether he iliou'd go in a 
publick or private manner, it was at laft refolvcd, that he at- 
tended with the Marquis of Buckingham, and Sir Francis Cot- 
tington his Secretary, and Endimion Porter, and Mr. Grimes, 
Gentleman of the Horie to die Marqub, fhou'd pals in a diiguifed 
and private manner through France to Madrid ; thefe five paf- 
fing, tho not without Tome difficulty, from Dover to Bulk>igne> 
where taking Poft Horfes they came to Paris, and lodged at 
an Inn in Rue St. Jacques, where it was advifed amongft them 
-^Vhether they Ihou'd fend for mc to atteod diem; after fome 
diipute, it was concluded in the negadve, fince (as one there ob- 
% jcftcd) 
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jeAed) if I came alone in the quality of a private Perfixi, I 
mufl; go on foot through the Streets, and becaufe I was a per^ 
ion generally known, might be followed by fonie one or other, 
who wou'd difcover whither my private vifit tended, befides that 
thofe in the Inn muft needs take notice of my coming in that 
manner ; on the other fide, if I came publickly with my ufual 
'Train, the Gentlemen with me muft needs take notice of the 
Prince and Marquifs of Buckingham, and confequently might 
divulge it, which was thought not to ftand with the Prince's fafety, 
who endeavoured to keep his Journey as fccret as poflible : How- 
beit the Prince fpent the day following his arrival in feeing 
the French Court and City of Paris, without that any body did 
know his perfon, but a Maid that had fokl Linen beretoibre in 
London, who feeing him pafs by, faid, certainly this is the 
Prince of Wales, but withal fufFered him to h(^ his way, and 
prcfumed not to follow him : The next day after they took Poft 
Horfes, and heki their way towards Bayone, a City frontier tt> 
Spain. 

The firft notice that came to me was by one Andrews ft 
Scotchman, who comir^ late the night precedbg their departure, 
demanded whether I had fecn the Prince ? When I demanding 
what Prince ? for laid I the Prince of Conde is yet in Italy, 
he told me the Prince of Wales, which yet I could not believe 
eafily, untill with many Oaths he aAnned the Prince was in 
France, and that he had charge to follow his Highnd&, de&iog 
me in the mean whik, on the part of the King my mafl:er, to 
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fervc his Paffage the bcft I cou*d. This made me rife very- 
early the next morning, and go to Monfieur Puifieux Principal 
Secretaiy of State, to demand prefent Audience 5 Puifieux here- 
upon intreated me to flay an hour fince he was in bed, and 
had fome earneft Bufinefs to dilpatch for the King his mafter as 
ibon as he was ready ; I returned anfwer, that I cou*d not flay 
a minute, and that I defired I might come to his Bedfidci 
this made Puifieux rife and put on his Gown only, and fo 
came to the Chamber, where I attended him. His firfl words 
to me were, I know your Bufinefs as well as you, your Prince 
is departed this morning Pofl to Spain ; adding further, that I 
cou'd demand nothing for the fecurity of his PafTage, but it 
(hou'd be prefently granted, concluding with thefe very words, 
Vous ferez fervi au point nomme, or you fhall be ferved in any 
particular you can name. I told him that his free offer had pre- 
vented the requefl I intended to make, and that becaufe he was 
fo principal a minifler of State I doubted not but what he had 
fo nobly promifed, he would fee pundlually performed ; as for 
the fecurity of his Paffage, that I did not fee what I cou'd de- 
-mand more than that he wou'd fuffer him quietly to hold his 
•way, without fending after or interrupting him. He replied that 
the Prince fhou'd not be interrupted, tho yet he cou'd do no 
lefs than fend to know what fuccefs the Prince had in his jour- 
ney. I was no fooner returned out of his Chamber, but I dif- 
patch't a Letter by Pofl to the Prince, to defire him to make 
all the hafl he cou'd out of France, and not to treat with any 
of the Religion in the way, fince his being at Paris was known, 

and 
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and that tho the French Secretary had promifed he (hou'd not 
be interrupted, yet that they wou'd fend after his Highnefs, and 
when he gave any occafion of fulpicion, might perchance de- 
tain him. The Prince after feme examination at Bayone (which 
the Governor tliereof did afterwards particularly relate to mc 
confeffing that he did not know who the Prince was) held his 
way on to Madrid, where he and all his Company fafely arrived. 
Many of the Nobility and others of the Englilh Court being 
now defirous to fee the Prince, did pafs through France to Spain, 
taking my Houfe ftill in their way, by whom I acquainted his 
Highnefs in Spain how much it grieved me that I had not feen his 
Highnefs when he was in Paris j which occafioned his Highnefs 
afterwards to write a Letter to me, wholy with his own Hand, 
and fubfcribe his Name your Friend Charles, in which he did 
abundantly fatisfie all the Unkindnefs I might conceive on this 
occafion. 

I ftiall not enter into a Narration of the Paflages occurring in 
the Spanifti Court, upon his Highnefs's Arrival thither, tho they 
were well known to me for the mofl: part, by the Information 
the French Queen was pleafed to give me, who among other 
things, told me that her Sifter did wifh well unta the Prince. 
I had from her alfo Intelligence of certain MefTages fent from 
Spain to the Pope, and the Pope's MefTages to them ; whereof^ 
by her permifTion, I did afterwards inform his Highnefs. Many 
Judgments were now made concerning the Event, which this 
Treaty of Marriage was likely to have^ the Duke of Savoy 

Z faid 
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faid that the Prince's Jouroey thither was, Un tiro di quelli 
Cavallicri antichi che andavano cofi per il Mondo a difFare li 
incanti j that it was a Trick of thc^c ancient Knight Errands,, 
who went up and down the World after diat manner to undoe 
Inchantments ; for as that Duke did believe that the Spaniard 
did intend finally to bellow her on the Imperial Houfe, he con- 
ceiv'd that he did only entertain the Treaty with England, bc- 
caufe he might avert the King my mafter from treating in any 
other place, and particularly in France ; howbeit by the Intel- 
ligence I received in Paris, which I am confident was very good,. 
I am afiured the Spaniard meant really at that time, did how 
the Match was broken, I lift not here to relate, it being a more 
perplext and fecret Bufineis than I am willing to iniert into the 
Narration of my Life. 

New Propofitions being now made, and other Counfells there- 
upon given, the Prince taking his leave of the Spanifti Court 
came to St. Andrew's in Spain, where (hipping himfelf with his 
Train arrived fafely at Portfmouth, about the beginning of Ofto* 
ber 1623 5 the News whereof being (hordy brought into France^ 
the Duke of Guife came to me, and faid he found die Spaniards 
were not fo able men as he thought, fincc they had neither 
married the Prince in their Country, nor done any thii^ to 
break his Match elfewhere; I anfwered that the Prince was more 
dexterous than that any fecret practice of theirs cou*d be put 
upon hims and as for Violence I thought the Spaniard durft not 
offer it* 

The 
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The War againft thofe of the Religion continuing in France, 
Perc Scgnerand, Confeflbr to the King, made a Sernion befort 
his Majefly upon the Text, That we fhou'd forgive our Ene- 
mies, upon which Argument having faid many good Things, 
he at laft diftinguifhed Forgivcnefs, and faid. We were indeed 
to forgive our Enemies but not the Enemies of God, fuch as 
were Hereticks, and particularly thofe of the Religion ; and that 
his Majefty, as the Moft Chriftian King, ought to extirpate them 
wherefoever they cou'd be found. This particular being related 
to me, I thought fit to go to the Queen Mother without fur- 
ther Ceremony, for Ihe gave me leave to come to her Cham- 
ber whenfoever I wou'd, without demanding Audience, and to 
tell her, that tho I did not ufually intermeddle with Matters 
handled within their Pulpits, yet becaufe Pere Segnerand, who 
had the charge of the King's Confcience, had ipoken fo vio- 
lendy againft thofe of the Religion, that his Doftrine was not 
limited only to France, but might extend itfelf in its Confc- 
quenccs beyond the Seas, even to the Dominions of the King my 
matter; I cou'd not but think it very unreafonable, and the 
rather, that as her Majefty well knew, that a Treaty of Mar- 
riage betwixt our Prince and the Princefs her Daughter was now 
began, for which reafon I cou'd do no lefs than humbly dcfire 
that fuch Do(5krines as thefc henceforth might be filenced, by fomc 
difcreet Admonition (he might pleafe to give to Perc Segnerand^ 
or others that might fpeak to this purpofe. The Queen thd Ihc 
feemed very willingly to hear me, yet handled the Bufinefs fo, 
that Pere Segnerand was together inform'd who had made this 

Z 2 Complaint 
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Complaint againft him, whereupon alfo he was fo diftempcr'd, 
that by one Monfieur Gaellac a Provencall, his own Countryman, 
he fent me this Meffage ; That he knew well who had accufcd 
him to her Majefty, and that he was fenfible thereof, that he 
wifht me to be aflured, that wherefoever I was in the World he 
wou*d hinder my Fortune. The Anfwer I returned by Monfieur 
Gaellac was, That nothing in all France but a Fryar or a Woman 
durft have fent me fuch a Meflage. 

Shortly after this, coming again to the Queen Mother, I told 
her that what I faid concerning Pere Segnerand, was ipoken with 
a good Intention, and that my words were now difcovered to 
him in that manner, that he fent me a very affronting Meflage, 
adding after a merry falhion thefe words, that I thought Seg- 
nerand fo malicious, that his Malice was beyond the Malice 
of Women : the Queen being a little ftartled hereat, fayed, A 
moy Femme et parler ainfi ? To me a Woman and fay fo ? I 
replied gendy, Je parle a votre Majefte comme Reyne et non pas 
comme Femme ; I fpeak to your Majefty as a Queen and not 
as a Woman, and fo took my leave of her. What Pere Segne- 
rand did afterwards, in way of performing his Threat I Know 
not; but fure I am, that had I been ambitious of worldly Great- 
nefs, I might have often remembered his words ; tho as I ever 
loved my Book and a private Life, more than any bufie Pre- 
ferments, I did fruftrate, and render vain his greateft Power to 
hurt me. 



My 
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My book Dc Veritatc prout diftinguitur a Revelatione verifi- 
mill, poffibili, et a falfo, having been begun by me in England> 
and formed there in all its principal Parts, was about this 
time finifhcd j all the Iparc hours which I could get from my 
Vifits and Negotiations, being imployed to perfeft this Work, 
which was no fooner done, but that I communicated it to Hugo 
Grocius that great Scholar, who having efcaped his Prilbn in 
the Low Countreys, came into France, and was much welcomed 
by me and Monfieur * Tieleners alfo, one of the greateft Scho- 
lars of his time, who after they had perufed it, and given it 
more Commendations than is fit for me to repeat, exhorted mc 
cameftly to print and publifti it ; howbeit as the frame of my 
whole Book was fo different from any thing which had been 
written heretofore, I found I muft either renounce the Authority 
of all that had written formerly, concerning the Method of 
finding out Truth, and confequendy infift upon my own way, 
or hazard myfelf to a general Cenfure, concerning the whole 
Argument of my Book j I muft confefs it did not a little ani- 

• In the little book of Lord Herbert's Verfes, publifhed after his 
Death, is a Copy addrefled to Tllenus cfter the fatal Defluxion upon my Arm* 
Daniel Tllenus was a Theologic Writer of that 'time. He wrote about 
Antichrift, and Animadverfions on the Synod of Dort: Some of his 
Works were publiflied at Paris. He was however a Silefian, and his true 
name might be Tieleners, latinized into Tilenus according to the pe- 
dantry of that timej as Groot was called Grotius, the fimilitude of 
whofe Studies might well conned him with Tieleners. 

mate 
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rtiatc me, that the two great Pcrfons abovemcntioned did fo highlj- 
value it, yet as I knew it wou'd meet with much oppofition, 
I did confider whether it was not better for me a while to fup- 
prefs it : Being thus doubtful! in my Chamber, one fair day in 
the Summer, my Cafement being opened towards the South, 
the Sun fhining clear and no Wind ftirring, I took my book De 
Veritate in my Hand, and kneeling on my Knees devoutly faid 
thefe words, 

OThou Eternal God, Author of the Light which now fhines 
upon me, and Giver of all inward Illuminations, I do be- 
feech Thee of thy infinite Goodnefs to pardon a greater Requeft 
than a Sinner ought to make ; I am not fatisfied enough whether 
I Ihall publifli This Book De Veritate ; if it be for thy Glory, 
I befeech thee give me fome Sign from Heaven i if not I (hall 
fupprefs it. 

I had no fooner fpoken thefe words, but a loud tho yet gentle 
Noife came from the Heavens (for it was like nothing on Earth) 
which did fo comfort and cheer me, that I took my Petition as 
granted, and that I had the Sign I demanded, wI\ereupon alfo I 
refolved to print my Book : This (how ftrange foever it may 
fcem) I proteft before the Eternal God is true, neither am I any 
way fuperftitioufly deceived herein, jfince I did not only clearly 
hear the Noife, but in the ferencft Skye that ever I faw, being 
without all Cloud, did to my thinking fee the place from whence 
it came. * 

And 
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And now I fent my Book to be printed in Paris, at my own 
Coft and Charges, without fufFering it to be divulged to other* 
than to fuch as I thought might be worthy Readers of it ; tho 
afterwards reprinting it in England, I not only difperfed it 
among the prime Scholars of Europe, but was fent to not only 
from the neareft but furtheft parts of Chriftendome, to defire 
the fight of my Book, for which they promifed any thing I 
fhou'd defire by way of return, but hereof more amply in its 
place. 

The Treaty of a Match with France continuing dill, it was 
thought fit for the concluding thereof, that the Earle of Carliflc 
and the Earle of Holland fhould be fent Extraordinary AmbaC- 
fadors to France. 
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